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FEY T is impoſſible, my dear { har= 2 
1 flotte I ſhall never be able to 
ſupport your abſence. I have 
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Ll 


ſo long been accuftomed to 


vinced, will ever reconcile me to. 
Hoſs. It already pears an age ſince ou 
left me; T have a thouſand things to 
You. 1s :* EE EE 
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-lorn and deſolate for want of. your com- F 


MN othing, but your immediate return, can 


r 
e nts a Oates, 
+ 


on that ſo wiſhed event, I may already be- 


up the pleaſure ſhe muſt receive from her | 
Charlotte's company, to gratify my incli- WW 


> * 8 
eee r ans of 
| 
1 * 


Charlotte, that conſolation is ſtill left me, 
and ſhall, for the future, be my favourite 


* ChE phe A . n * * 


1 have pas ſo bee ſerene and happy 


ne haverobbed them of all thei charms: [1 


| tell you, and as many to * The am Y F 


undone for want of your advice: I am for- n | 


; Pany 3 in ſhort, my dear friend, your paſt I | 
condeſcending goodneſs has ruined me. 


reſtore me to peace and tranquillity.— 
And yet, I fear, if it muſt indeed depend 


gin to deſpair, for can I flatter myſelf, that 
my dear Mrs. Brudnell will ſo ſoon give 


nation ?—Yes, my dear friend, I fee the E | 


folly of my hopes, and the impropriety of Ml 
ſuch a requeſt. But I will write to you, 


employ, as well as amuſement—I have no 
_ left for oy: other-—t he del lightful z 2 


hours, no longer pleaſe me; you, Char- m 
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Miss CLARISSA, 


= 1 now wandee rene e 
| L | any of that ſatisfaction and feliei 7 
4 | once. believed it in their power to give 
= © thouſand gloomy. and diſtreſpng ideas, 
9 | in ſpite of all my efforts, will crowd on 
| my imagination, and—ſhall I confeſs are 
WM ſometimes but too much indulged? - + 
I know this confeſſion will draw upon 
me your anger, and that I muſt expect a 
| FM! vere reproof, for having ſo little profited 
by the many leſſons you have given me on 
chat ſubject; yes, Charlotte, I am ſen 

= | ſible of this, and that I muſt prepare to 
meet your fore diſpleaſure; but tell me, 
3 can I be perfectly at eaſe? Is it poſſible 
I mould not ſometimes be tormented 
5 with diſagreeable reflections, eireum- 
I friend, and acknowledge I have but too 
much reaſon to repine, and feel a chouſamd 
W anxious, yet fruitleſs emotions. Is it ſo tri 
ing a misfortune to be deprived of father, 
mother and every tender endearing con- 
1 nection! ? Ignorant of thoſe who gave me 
2 3 2 being, 
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being, and brou gli me into this 0b 1 + 
ſome and, to me at leaſt, dreary world ? 1 | 
Tell me, Charlotte, can a heart, ſuſ- 4 
ceptible as mine, of every tender feeling, 
can it, I ſay, forbear at ſome moments to 

repine, that it is obliged every hour to be 
receiving obligations, without having the 
ſmalleſt ſhadowof hope ever to repay them? 
No, my dear friend, your own will declare 
againſt you, ſhould you attempt to con- | 
:demn me.---I am an orphan---a forſaken, 8 
miſerable orphan, Charlotte this is a truth 
but too fatally certain. Can I then forget 


th 


7: 


ſo dreadful a circumſtance, and be the con- 


tented happy creature you would perſuade” ab 
me I am — Alas! how vain ! how im- 


pPracticable are thoſe philoſophie leflons, 


you have ſo kindly, fo fweetly favoured 4 | 
me with!——My generous and amiable be- 
nefactors are, indeed, ever indulgent and 


kind; their bounty knows no bounds. 


I am convinced they love me as their own. Y 
_ . —their every action ſpeaks, it— have no Ha 
do be of their allection—but fill, Char- W w; 


lotte, I 
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Z Motte, my firſt, my great, and too JU &: 
3 = of affliction renzains—and, alas, 1 
_ ear ever muſt. No hope remains to chear 
Ine dreary proſpect your company only 
Z 3 40 power to diſpel theſe gloomy ideas, 
your lively, yet fweetly amiable converſa- 
tion, made me forget my ſorrows. Think 
then, my dear friend, what I loſe by your 
abſence, and you will not accuſe me of 
Battery, when I tell you I am miſerable 1 
without you, Will you write to me often, 
Charlotte? — Will you ſuffer me to intrule 
on your happy moments with my melan- 
choly complaints? Indulge me, my ami- - 
able friend, let me at leaſt have the con- 
3 olation of your dear, ſincerely wiſhed _ 
for correſpondence, ſince I cannot be 
WT bleed with your enlivening company. 
— This ſhall conſole me for the want of 
every other felicity. N 5 
Adieu, my dear Charlotte, let n me bis a” 
1 3 you to raiſe my drooping ſpirits by 
along, very long letter. Remember it 
vill, in my preſent diſconſolate frame of 
5 >. au 
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mind, be an act of charity—need I oy 
ond eo. adicu. 


L E r E R U. 
Nit Brudnel to Miſs Clariſſa B—. 


$ Heavens! My dear Clara, what 4 
woeful ditty have you made choice 
of to begin our correſpondence !—T ſhall 
never recover— am dying with the ſpleen 
and vapours ever ſince L read the firſt ine. 
What, in che name of fortune, has hap- 
pened finee I left your peaceful abode?— 
No, n no, my dear eu mult excuſe me 
for that—apreeable and pleaſing as my 
company mult ever be, and you may de- 
pend upon it I am perfectiy ſenſible of ita 
value—ireannotbe merely the want of that 
felicity that has reduced you to this deplo- 
rable condition.—Vain as I am, child, I 
cannot be perſuaded to believe this pie ce 
of flattery, however pleaſing it may be. 
ie upon you, Clara, what a liſt of woes 
bave you collected to torment your heart! 
—Angry | 


? 


Miss CEARISSA B— 7 
Angry with you? Ves, my dear, you 


might well dread my diſpleaſure. I am 
not clear that I ſhall ever forgive you for 


| being the author of ſo ridiculous a letter | 


Pardon me, Clara, but I muſt call it ſo, I | 


however mortifying, though you, no, 


doubt, thought it mighty moving. 
Come, come, conſeſs, it is not intirely E 


owing to my abſence that you are ſo . 


tally forlorn and deſolate.— 'I lay my life 


I could find another reaſon for all theſe 
mournful reflections, theſe gloomy ideas. 


Not but you have found a very plauſible | 


ſtory, in which it muſt be owned there is 


fome degree of truth; but what, in the 


name of fortune, has brought them all ſo 


freſh into your memory juſt at this) junc- 
ture !—Shall J gueſs, Clara ?—Q that 


wicked Harry] how durſt he ſteala glance : 
at apy other nymph but his own It was 
monſtrous, I confeſs what, cauld not 


* * 
. 
* 

* 


beauty like yours content him, but he muſt 
be ogling every girl that comes Within 


861 of his N eyes? Let him, 
: AS | Clara 


** 
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Clara—for this. or- fome other affair we - 
equal importance is, I am convinced, the: 
ttue cauſe of all your world of woe—Let« = 
Wh: him, I ſay and believe me they muſt 
| ever return with double pleaſure to gaze 
C you. Where ele can they ever find an 
object ſo perfectly amiable, ſo entirely 
ſuited to his elegant taſte and judgment — 
No where — be aſſured he is yours, ad. 
= only yours, beyond the power of fate. 
hut after all, if Tam really miſtaken i in x 
my conjectures, which, by the Ways = 
Clara, is very ſeldom the caſe, and your: 
grief is abſolutely occaſioned only by thoſe" 
melancholy ideas you ſo feelingly deſeribe; * 
F muſt, with your -permiſſion, tell you, 
think you, if poſſible, more to blame 
than before. True, your parents are at 
Preſent unknown, and how much longer 
1+ B they will continue fo, depends entireh on 
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| ; their owa will; but I am not without hope 
| that ſome time or other they will diſcloſe. 
| .chemſelves; to the great joy of their now: 5 
t jo. mm lh 3 to ſay the 
| truth, 


I 


A* 


* 


Miss CLARISSA . * 


5 truth, I am not without my ſhare of 1 im- 
W patience for the diſcovery, more than your- 


ſelf, being perſuaded we ſhall have a moſt 


delightful hiſtory when they are pleaſed to. . 


let us into the ſecret—for that they will 


ſooner or later, is a point I take for 


granted. 


But, in the mean time, why. all this ; 
grief and affliction? why all this anxiety? 


— ſhall I add pride, Clara? Dependance 
is not the moſt elegible ſtate in life I ad- 


mit- but pray, tell me, what ſtate in life 


is free from care and trouble ? what ſitu- 


ation or rank in life perfectly content and 


happy ?—You have often told me indeed 
that you thought mine ſo.—No ſuch thing 
don't deceive yourſelf with any ſuch 


imagination. —l look, Clara, ever on the 


bright fide of the proſpect, and even the 
work has always ſunſhine, - more or leſs, 
nor can 1 think yours ſo very dark and 
cloudy as you would perſuade yourſelf. . 
You hve at eaſe, in the moſt delightful 
{ituation 1 in the world, want for nothing 


'B 8 . 
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you can in reaſon defire, have as many 
friends as acquaintance for who can 
know and not eſteem you? — Mr. and 


Mrs. Behmour adore you, if poffible, 


more than their own Harry. What now, 
my dear girl, can you deſire more? 


ence, child, who knows what that and 


dime may produce ?—They have before 


now brought more unhkely things to paſs. 
than what T mean—not that you can poſ- 
- fibly imagine what that is—O no—you, _ 


a2 poor innocent creature, never ſo much 


as thought of ſuch a thing much leſs 
_ wiſydit—no, no, I am quite deceived for 


once, however I may pique myſelf on my fa- 


gacity. May be fo, Clara-do you, however, 
practice this ſame grace of patience as you 
do every other, and leave to providence the 


reſt. With this wiſe and ſober maxim III 
take my leave as foon as I have imploreg 
you to ſend me no more ſuch melting 
epiſtles as your laſt, as I am convinced 


ach another would 1 be oy” death® 
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Miss CLARISS A B. jt 


you have already brought upon me the 
vapours, a diſorder which, however faſhi- 


onable, I thank my ſtars, I, am no way 


ſubject to.—You ſee, Clara, what you'll - 


have to anſwer for, ſhould you, in ſpite 
of all theſe reaſons, fill en in your 
aintive ſtrain. 


Adieu—lf you are again on ſpeaking 
terms with your. ſwain, you may preſent 
him with my love—O fie I mean re- 
ſpects - nothing more upon my honour. 
Once more adieu know nothing more 


difficult than to leave off writing while 
there is any paper left, but one ſhould 


ſometimes practice a little ſelf denial; ſo, 


my dear girl, in Jonright e, fare- 
well. 


Vour's, a n bel 
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LETTER 
Mis Clariſſa B—. to Mis Bradnell. 


LE SS: me, my e Cbürbtte: 3 
what a lecture! I proteſt you have 
1 ſet my poor epiſtle i in ſo ridiculous a light, 
|,  thatTam more than half aſhamed of it.— 
Feet, after all, my complaints can never 
be ſo entirely groundleſs as you would per- 
fuade me—though I will confeſs, ſince © 
1 have read your laſt, they have, or at 
feaſt ſeem to have, loſt much of their 
; weight. Continue, then, E beſeech you, 
my dear friend, to chide me with this 
mixture of ſweetneſs and raillery, and, by 
this agreeable means, cure me of repining, 
andindulging—perhaps—groundleſs fears 
—you tell me they are ſo, and 1 will en- 
deavour to believe it. 

O, my dear Charlotte, what an 8 
able flatterer can you be when. you pleaſe? 
—Shall L, in return, confeſs you are not 

without ſome ſhare of penetration, and 
that 


— 
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Miss CLARISSA B. 13 


that it would be in vain, were I inclined 
to attempt it, to endeavour concealing 
any of my thoughts, ſince it is plain you 
can diſcover them even at this diſtance? 
Well then, I will own that I was at that 
moment a little diſconcerted. My Harry 
— mine did I call him?—O, heavens! 2 
Charlotte, do not encourage me in ſuch 
preſumptuous hopes. No, mydear friend, 
that can never never be - uſe your influ- 
ence to convince me of my folly in che- 
riſning, even for a moment, ſo delufive, 
ye t, ah Charlotte! delightful idea. — es, 
my dear friend, tis on this ſubject you 
muſt employ your eloquence; for is it in 
nature to imagine, kind and indulgent as 
my dear protectors are, they will ever con- 
ſent to give up all the hopes they have, no 
doubt, formed in favour of their beloved 
fon No, Charlotte, they have Probably 
made choice of a very different perſon.— 
Nor can I blame them, for does not pru- 
dence; nay do not a thouſand other weighty \ 
conſiderations, call upon them to ſeck ous 
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No, my dear friend, y 


14 Tas HISTORY or 
for him a far more worthy bride than I, a 


foffaken creature, deſtitute of either 


friends or fortune, can pretend to be ?— _ 
our remedy of pa- 
tience can give me but ſmall conſolation in 


This caſe, for is not the dear, the flattering 


hope of ever being bleſſed with the know- 


ledge of my family or friends, a chimerical 


and groundleſs proſpect? Would my pa- 


rents, were they ſtill in being, have ſo 


long delayed to acknowledge the helpleſs 
creature they were for a time obliged to 


renounce, ſuppoſing that circumſtance to 
have been at my unfortunate birth ne- 


ceſſary? No it cannot bean orphan I 
am, but not a miſerable one, you aſſure 


me, and I will endeavour to e my- 


ſelf you are right. 

_ Harry is gone for a fews days on fome 
buſineſs of his father's to Northampton. — 
I hope he will not find it more tedious 
than he at firſt imagined, as I fear his ab- 
ſence, added to that of your's, would 


Evo reaſon for a ſecond reproof, by 


makin 8 


1 
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making m me again relapſe i into my late de- 


ſpair. indeed, if I may believe him, this 
abſence, though for ſo ſhort a time, is 
worſe than death. His adieus were re. 
peated a thouſand times, and as many 
engaging promiſes made of a ſpeedy re- 
turn. Oh, why, my dear Charlotte, is 
he ſo infinitely amiable? Or rather, why 
am I, by my unhappy deftiny, rendered 
fo very unworthy all that profulion of ten 


dernefs he ſo ſweetly expreſſes for me, 


and that continual aſſiduity, by which he 
endeavours to make me forget every dif 
agreeable reflection that would, even for 


a moment, diſturb my peace? 
hut tell me, my dear friend, am I not 
guilty of an amazing weaknefs, thus to 
cheriſh in my breaſt a paſſion that can 
only ſerve to add to thoſe micfortuges ar; 
which I already fo much complain? 
Alas] Tam perfecti ſenſible of my folly, 
and yet am continually endeavouring to 
form a thouſand excuſes for my- conduct, 


and every moment attempting to juſtify 


it 
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it to elk —If I find even this difficule, 
what would become of me were I talled 
to account by thoſe who, thank heaven, 


have however no ſuſpicion of my ingra- 


titude? For would it not be ſuch to the 
laſt degree, ſnould I endeavour to deſtroy . 


their hopes by giving their ſon a beggar 


to, wife? —No, Charlotte, whatever I may 
ſuffer, my heart ſhudders at the bare idea 


of making ſo ungenerous a return for 


all the numberleſs obligations I every 
hour receive from this worthy family. 
Lovely and amiable as he is, I will not 
forget what I owe them. I may be un- 
x 40 but I never will be unjuſt —My. 
heart indeed is gone —it Was loſt before 


I was ſenſible that it was in danger. — 


Brought up together from our infancy— 
taught to love and eſteem him by the ex- 
ample of every one, - how could I, in 


time, check this almaſt natural affection? 
how forbear to indulge the pleaſing, nay 
the only joy I knew. on earth, that of | 


ne and beings beloved by my Harry? 
: When 


Miss e ARI SSA By 19; 7 = 


When reaſon and reflection-endeavoured 
at length to convince me of the fatal con- 
ſequence of ſo ill-fated a paſſion, they 
found their information came too late to 
ſave me from deſpair. In vain I uſed, 
eyery effort to regain. my heart, it was, 
gone for ever—yes, Charlotte, irretriev- : 
ably. gone But let me not add to this 
involuntary crime, that of deſigned ingra- 1 
titude: no, let it be my future ſtudy to 
change what indeed I fear has been more : 
than friendſhip hitherto, into that placid, 
and, by, many called, more pleaſing Pa 
fion, this will, ſurely, be permitted me, and 
let me be grateful for this conſolation. 
| My reſolution 1 is fixed—not even the elo- 
quence of your friend himſelf ſhall 1 
me to wrong, even in thought, mT * | 
. nerous benefactors. Fe 
I am going to take a tar antics in 
Sir William's park, where I will incite. i 
on the reſolution 1 have made, which 1 Ry 4 
hope will be ſtrengthened and confirmed _ 
by the pleaſing reflection i will afford. me 
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of having done my duty. —Encourage me, 
my dear creature, in the juſt deſign,” let 


your perſuaſive eloquence plead the cauſe 
of juſtice—prudence—gratitude. Hea- 

vens, Charlotte, What a catalogue of 
graces was I going to violate !—Adieu, 
Oy” me ever yours. | 
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LETTER . 
To the SAME. 


ET my example, Charlotte, en- 


path-of your duty ; little do you imagine 


how nobly I have been rewarded, for the 
bare intention of doing mine. | 
In my laſt I told you I was going Wa 


take a walk in the park belonging to the 


caſtle, that I might, without i interruption, 
| indulge my meditations on the change of 


ſentiments my heart was going to experi- 
ence. The day was delightful, and I 


ſallied forth, charmed to find myſelf ca- 
pable' - 


' courage you ever to perſevere | in the 
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pable of forming a reſolution ſo juſt os | 
prudent. ; 
After walking till 1 was weaty in that 
enchanting place, I went into your fa- 
vourite arbour, determined to reſt myſelf _ 
there after my walk. 1 had my work in 
my pocket, and had juſt ſeated myfelf, in 
order to ſpend an houf of two in that 
| ſweet retirement, when chancing to caſt 
my eyes down the walk, facing my re- 
treat, who ſhould I ſee approaching, with - 
ſlow and folemn ſteps, but our reveread _ 
paſtor, good Mr. Brown ! I immediately 
concluded he too was come forth to medi- 
tate on ſome as pious a defighas my own, 
and feared, if he faw me, his thoughts 
might, perhaps, in ſpite of his philoſophy, 
wander from the ſubject they were then 
engaged on. TOO well diſpoſed myſelf at 


that moment to lead others aſtfay, I in- Y 


ſtantly withdtew thy eyes, Teſt he ſhould 
think I obſerved him ; but what was my 
amaze, Charlotte, when he convinced the 
in a few minutes, that his ſteps were di- 
35 ä 
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rected to 1 was ſitting! As he 4 
near, I obſerved him with great attention 
eyeing ſomething he carried-in his hat. 

At laſt in he came, and in his uſual ſo- 
lemn, ſober manner, paid his compli- 
ments, then with a trembling hand held 
out the preſent he had brought me, which 
was no leſs than a neſt of beautiful 
nightingales. He, with prodigious re- 
ſpect, much more I thought than the caſe 
required, begged I would do him the ho-— 
nour to accept thoſe little creatures, whoſe 
natural ſweetneſs of voice, would, he ſaid, Y 
when once bleſſed with an opportunity of 
hearing mine, ſo much improve, he hoped, 
as to afford me ſome degree of pleaſure. | 

Vou may believe I was too much 
pleaſed: with the pretty creatures to heſitate 
a moment about doing him the very great 
honour he deſired, as you know, Char- 
 lotte, T am fond of birds, and theſe 

are not very common — but, hea- 
vens! my dear creature, What a pre- 
ſent did he offer me next! the good | 
man Was in a moſt intolerably generous 
ot mood, 


Mes cLARISSA 8 2 


; mood, that s moſt certain—gueſs—if you 
can, I mean—though I think I might 
ſafely give you till this day twelve month 
to do it in, and excuſe you if you failed 
at laft. —Such a gift, Charlotte! alas! 
poor Harry ! your doom is now fixed | in- 
deed. Such a rival yes, my friend, a. 
rival, that cannot fail toeclipſe his charms, 
blooming and beautiful as he is. Even | 

Harry bimſelf will be obliged to confeſs 
that my inconſtancy was unavoidable, 

tempted as I have been.—He has de- 
clared himſelf my lover, Charlotte, with 
as much ſolemnity as ever he preached a 
funeral ſermon . Truth upon my honour 

and I muſt confeſs he would have amazed 
me much leſs—my ſituation confidered— 


if he had declared himſelf my vo 5 i 


father. 


What do you hank of my new cap- 
tive ?—ſhall I ever after this dare to re- 
Pine, or accuſe providence of unkind- © 
neſs ?—If I ſhould, you may indeed, 
with Juſtice, condemn my ingratitude.— 
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£ I have not yet, however, nod the day 
for our nuptials, though you may believe 


my impatience for that happy hour will 


not permit me to be very cruel to my 
| ſwain,—But 1 will endeavour to be ſeri- 
ous—or rather I ſhould aſk, are you dif- 
poſed to be ſo, after what I have related?— 


Sincer ely then, Charlotte, what I tell you 
is abſolutely fact he has made me yi 


1 and ſaid fo many tender, paſſionate 


things, that it will be nee impoſſible 
to reſiſt his eloquence. I tried, however, 
unwilling to incur the We e of incon- 
ſtancy; and great as my temptation was, 
I with all the delicacy and reſpect ima- 
ginable, *endeavoured to convince him 
how very ſenſible I was of the honour he 
did me by the generous offer he made, 
but hoped he would pardon my lincerity, 


when 1 aſſured him I could not poſſibly 


accept it, nor give him the ſmalleſt hopes 


or encouragement. Matrimony, I ſaid, 


Was one of the points J had never yet ſe- 5 


riouſly reflected n. but J was, however, 


Mrs: 0 LARISSA B— 3 


of opinion, that unleſs that union was 


founded upon motives of eſteem and incli- 


nation by both the parties, there was hut 
a very ſmall chance of their ever being 


happy. Excuſe me, added I. if—though 
I have a very juſt ſenſe of your worth and 
merit as a friend, and have ever thought 
myſelf honoured by that ſhare. of eſteem 


with Which I flatter myſelf you have ſo 


obligingly favoured. me I cannot think 


of you as a lover. — This, Sir, is uſing 


you with perhaps too much freedom, but 
be aſſured it is the reſpect I have for you, 
chat induces me to treat you with this ſin- 


cerity,.as I have too great a value for your 


Peacc to keep you a moment in ſuſpence. 


This will, I hope, apologize for che l. 


berty 1 have taken, and that apparent 


ingratitude you may perhaps think me 
guilty of, in thus rejecting the offer va“ 
have made, which I am extremely ſen- 


ſible is ee ene, e A 5 9 


te reſted. 


3 
5 ve 


— TT 
— 


— r 


f 


=_ 5 4 * Fa H 1 8 T OR * or 


In ſpite of all this Britin conſo- | 
Bebn, the good man did not ſeem quite 
ſo well reconciled to my prodigious ſince- 
cCeterity as might have been expected no ? 
_ *Charlotte—the diſappointment did not ſit 
very graceful upon him—he was not in 
the leaſt prepared for ſo mortifying a com- 
pliment. What I—a girl in my humble 
«unhappy circumſtances—a dependant on 
the bounty of ſtrangers—an orphan, witk- 
out either friends, fortune or family, did | 
pe preſume to reject the hand and heart | 
of a man worth three hundred pounds a 
| 'year, and that man not very much above 
ſixty ? —quite a youth for age. —OQO, fie 
c upon you, Clara, fie upon you—She did, 
indeed, Charlotte, but ſurely it was done | 
Voith reſpect and decorum. b 
He bowing left me, but begged I would. | 
M1 permit him to flatter himſelf with the hope 
that I would reflect a little on the offer 
be had preſumed to make, and not at t 


= once doom him to o deſpair, „ 
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| : Aye, kthink I will.— Adieu, my dear, 


Miss CLARISSA 1 


Shall 1 reflect a little b he. 3 
BY Finn to offer, Charlotte or ſhall 
W 1not?---I.think I had better confult my. 


friend Harry---no. longer lover you know. 


2 be too much amazed if my next epiſtle 8 


ſhould be dated from the parſonage houſe, 
it's a very neat one, you know, and wants. - 
nothing but a miſtreſs to govern it.— 

Adieu once more. ro „ 5 
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= ARRY: Ng ka. 8 a 5 
week, and I begin to fancy I have 


already made an amazing progreſs in my 
new ſyſtem. I ſhall meet him, Charlotte, 
at his return; with all that placid ſerenity 
which this ſober ſentimental | friendſhip _ 
cannot fail to inſpire No more unealyy 
reſtleſs cares ſhall now diſturb my breaſt. 
I may vow! this gentle paſſion without a 

. L crime; 
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rr ö 


i | 
afraid, will not be the 
ing it to perfection. | 
I have never, ſince my adventure with 
my reverend lover, indul 
my favourite rambles, as I find no incli- 
nation in the world to give him a ſecond 
reat tlent as it 18, 
emen 1 confeſs it 
| of pleaſure. I could 
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= | Her 2 1 wits my nN in the 
WH moſt delightful manner, without fear of 
= Umour has the 


4 interruption. As Mr. B 
7 | care of that as well as the caſtle and park, 
1 &c. and as AO. books are wanting either 
5 for amuſement or inſtruction, you may 


ferenity. Indeed the latter claſs I do not 
at this time ſtudy, as my amiable tutor is 


lotte, can ſupply that loſs? who ſo able, 
ſo ſweetly willing, to take that trouble, 


to cultivate and improve his fon's under- 
ſtanding than is Mr. Bellmour. Tis 


believe my hours glide on with tolerable 


not with me to point out their beauties 
and direct my choice —and who, Char- 


as himſelf? Never was fo bright a ge- 
nius, and never was father more ſtudious 


amazing to me, when I conſider his very 

moderate income, how it was poſſible for 

1 him to afford that expence his ſon” s edu- 

W cation muſt have coſt him---butwho could 
WH clit the temptation ?—=Whoever hack 

fuch a 1 born with every natural 1 
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We wiſh to add that of art to le him 


what. he certainly is---the moſt amiable ; 


and accompliſhed of his ſex ? A very 


pretty object this for friendſbip, you will 
fay---but ſmile on, Charlotte---my reſo- 


lution is fixed, in ſpite of all theſe graces 


' —remember the ſacrifice I: make wi be 
the more meritorious. _ 


My dear Mrs. Bellmoub TY Serie i to gs 
firs I will accompany her in a walk, and 


as I am ſenſible ſhe means thereby only 


to amuſe me, ſeldom walking to divert 
herſelf, I cannot refuſe the favour ſhe in- 


tends me. I am ſenſible ſhe has obſerved 
my having given up that «exerciſe within 


theſe few days, and gueſſing, perhaps, 


that it is for want of a companion to ſhare 
it with me, has obligingly determined to 
be one eri till ſome ocher can "wy | 


tc 6 f : 7 : 
ounc PT his Trot 5 tt 
£ 8 2 * 


80 ben do I regret th: want 40 ſome 


Pe family in that noblecaſtle, that 
no doubt once made this country flouriſh 


n its gay inhabitants 1 have heard 
Mrs. 3 
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Miss cLARISSA 


Mrs. Bellmour frequently iK in ap- 


tures of the late Lady Courtney; ſince 
whoſe death Sir William never, for above 


a few days together, reſided at B=. He 


leaves the care of every thing to Mr. Bell- 
mour, of whoſe judgment and integrity 


he has juſtly the higheſt opinion. I never 
| e him, as I was at ſchool when he uſed 


to viſit his manſon, and ever ſince : 
returned from thence he has been abroad, 


but I am told he was, When young, im- 


menſely handſome. What would I giye 


that he would marry again! for to wiſhihe 
1 would return without that circumſtance, 
a2 he has no children, would be adding but 


little to that ſatisfaction. | "Jas the ſociety 


pals away my ſolitary hours; this wou 


= of an agreeable family that I covet, ſome. 
= amiable daughters, with whom I might 


indeed, be a moſt deſirable felicity but ö 


I hear nothing at nen of « either * 
or his return... WR: 


Adieu, Charlotte, = ven next avid 
1 beſeech you, be of a more decent ſize 
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to nl Acts e i me as her child, 
and ever had conſidered me as ſuch, but 
ou were 1 really ſo, Mr. Bellmour's income 
was too ſmall to give me any fortune 
worth mentioning, and conſequentiy an | 
offer ſo advantageous in point of intereſt : 
would be highly acceptable. She had 
promiſed to ſpeak to me on the ſubject, 
but if it was entirely diſagreeable to me, 
I ſnould hear no more of it. aſſured her 
J was too ſenſible of the infinite obli- 
gations I Was under to her family, not to 
be convinced ſhe had a right to expect 
perfect obedience from me in every thing, 
and was, if ſne commanded me, ready to 
obey---bat confeſſed that was the only 
motive that could make it poſſible for me f 
ar- to accept his propoſal, however generous, 5 
ion She ſeemed much pleaſed with the grati. 
tude I expreſſed, and declared my obedi- 
ence ſhould never, with her conſent, meet : 
with ſo ſevere a angle 
No more was a on \ the ſubject, Gig 75 
noryihſanding, I found my d ſink - © 
"42 4 1 1 
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it Hkely to 
tations that will affori 


(Ionger flatter me with any 


OI 
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Coy de Anehe ih wer 
it was to call my heart to account, 2 


a __ Enquire into its deſigns and expe 


2 


plexed and troub! 
difficult as it is it muſt be done. All my. 
hopes are now for ever blaſted, EE even 


the ſhadow of probability rema! 
| heavens, Char otte, di n 


lieve there ever was D —is it poffible 1 
N 2 moi 


which yet I ought---O' Why, Harry, was 


eſteem for ſo many flattering diſtinctions ? 
= —ſo many engaging proofs of that af- 


ſhould ever ſhare but your Clariſſa?— 


gone for ever. No, Harry, J can never 


he will be governed by ſentiments which 


tereſt, prudence and diſcretion muſt direct 


ine ?---Q poverty, tis now I experience 


Ale. 


you ſo very amiable, .why ſo continually 
aſſiduous and attentive to my every with ?. 
Could a heart, ſenſihle as mine, to the 
tender feelings of gratitude, refuſe its 


fection you ſo oft have vowed no one 


Alas! how vain are all thofe flattering pro- 
pects, thoſe deluſive hopes! they are 


be yours. Fond and indulgent as your 
father is in every other inſtance, in this 


are but too univerſally approved. In- 


his choice; and can you, even for a mo- 
ment, believe theſe will ever lead him to 


C 5 1 


* 


| ſhould 8 have cheriſhed a 1 10 Tn 
very chimerical ?---Alas ! I fear to anſwer 
with ſincerity, I. dare not examine the 
ſentiments of my heart with that diligence 
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that mortiſication to which thou art ever 
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Pity me, my amiable Charlotte, for T 
am really in a ſituation truly worthy of 
it. Should they ſuſpect their ſon's parti- 
ality for me, heaven knows what would 
be the conſequence. —Yet they are kind 
and generous---and as I never will, on 


any confideration, be induced to diſap- 


point their higher proſpects, nor encou- 
rage in their ſon a paſſion ſo contrary to 
their defires, why ſhould 1 fear? they 
cannot be unjuſt.---Let me depend on 
this, and endeavour to reſtore my mind 
to peace and tranquillity. . a 

Adieu, my next letter will, 1 hope, be 


in a ſtyle more agreeable to your taſte: 
nothing will be more likely to effect this 
change than one from you. Oblige me 


then, my dear Charlotte, as you dread the 

„ OCT TH 
I am ever yours. 
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* have uſe received: an invitation 
to ſpend a day at Mr. Jones's, 
= whoſe family 1 is juſt come down for the 
= fummer; they have brought both their 
= ſons with them to ſtay a few months. 
= The officer you have ſeen, I believe, but 
- not the other, nor indeed do I remember 

= much of him, as he has been moſtly at 

= Oxford. He is'a great favourite of Harry's, | 
and conſequently pretty well in my good 
= graces; they were at college together, - 

_ where they contracted a ſtrict friendſhip. ; 
bis diſtinction is ſo clear a proof of 
his merit, that it is no wonder I prefer 
him to his brother, even in ſpite of his red 


no ſmall weight with our ſex, though 1 
W proteſt this aft! is loſt on me. But I 
am an inſenſible creature you know, CHE: 
= Totte ; 3 witneſs Mr. Brown.“ 
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coat and cockade, a recommendation of 
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A letter from Harry to Mrs. Bellmour 
informs us that he will be home to-mor- 
morrow, and conſequentiy of our party 
to the hall not likely to be the more 


diſagreeable for that, you may believe, 


Aer „ e,, wy 
41 muſt now endeavour to find 3 lover 

in ſome new ſwain, and who knows what 

may be the conſequence. of our intended 


viſit? I will examine with a little more at- 


tention than I have hitherto done theſe 
ones's, perhaps I may find charms in 
them, which my, partiality for ſome] 
ele has, till now, made me overlook— 


the red coat, for inſtance, in compliment 


to your taſte, and in conſideration of his 
_ bong the eldeſt.---He is handſome, you 
have. often. told, me, Charlotte, thous] 

50 gave but little attention to your enco- 
miums then---but the caſe is altered now 


7 alas, how changed! A 


' The day is fixed for. next Tueſday. 
Mrs. Bellmour and I go in the poſt chaile, 
Mr. Bellmour and Harry on horſeback. 
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lt was once propoſed that I que mount 
a horſe; as the way is particularly pleaſant 
v0 his houſe, and not ſo: far as to make it 


a fatigue, but I choſe the former, asT 
think of all dreſſes a habit, unleſs when 


on horſeback, 18 the moſt ungraceful. — 
= You may believe 1 did not give this as my 


reaſon, not being obliged to declare, un- 


I aſked, that 1 had vanity enough to con- 


ſider this diſtinction; but to you the af- 


fair will appear of ſome importance,---for 
am I not going in queſt of a lover? If 
this is not of conſequence heaven knows 
what is, I am woefully. afraid 1 ſhall be 
convinced of it by ſad experience, for am 
1 not, at this moment, in ſpite of my ap- 
parent gaiety, tormented on the account” 

of one, Charlotte ?—and yet I profeſs to 

be going in ſearch of. another. Win in 


no ſmall terrors leſt one enchanting ſmile 
from your friend Harry, ſhould in a mo- 


ment make me forget that deſign, as well 
as ſome others I have been at no little 


Pains to . He comes to-morrow, 
Charlotte, 
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Adieu, continue to love e 
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'Y dear creature, I am un- 
1 done !----my wiſe, 5 my prudent 
hat coſt me ſo much trouble, 
ſo 2 N che ant edate reflections, are 
gone, totally vanifhed, C harlotte! they 
are deſtroyed and broke, to all intents 
and purpoſes.--- eavens! what a figure! 
---infinitely, if poſſible, handſomer "hin 
ever! Ves, one ſmile did the buſineſs, as 
T had foreſeen.---Poor Colonel Jones mult, 
for this time, excuſe me, if I fail doing 


juſtice „„ % IH 


4 * 


1 


bo 


£9, 


$ * 
; — 
5 _* * 
1 
- 
1 : 0 
* 
a 5 . 
- - 
4 — 
* 
8 1 
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ree ? We bad wrath out to meet my friend 
| | Harry in his way through the park, When 
re- hae no ſooner ſaw us than, inſtantly quitting 
nis horſe, he flew with joy ſparkling in 
his lovely eyes, and joined us in a mo- 
ment. O, Charlotte, had you but ſeen 
his graceful, blooming figure---or with 
what tender ſolicitude he aſked a thouſand 
queſtions, without giving us time to an- 
ſwer one of them .— Tears of joy, not 
WE without a mixture of ſorrow, at the re- 
TY = | membrance of what had paſſed during his 
a. M$ abſence, in ſpite of all my efforts, ſtood 
trembling in my eyes.---He ſaw it. and, 
heavens, what were his emotions ! How 
wall I deſcribe to you the agony and ſuſ- 
MN 1 pence that in a moment was viſible in his 
= expreſſive countenance ? With ſweet anxi- 
ety he tenderly enquired if I had been ill; 
but, fearful leſt he ſhould betray: the  -; 
ſecret of his heart, he turned to his mo: 
ther, endeavouring to aſſume an air of 
more indifference, and begged ſhe would 
dell Nn what had happened to Clara 
during 
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Sian his abſence, hing, 50 thought 5 


40 TRE HISTORY . OF” 


did not look well. .. - 
I hope you are an 7 AYg pa 
Mrs. Bellmour, L rather fancy the gravity 


you obſerve in her ĩs owing to the thoughts 
of the lover ſhe has gained fince you left 
| Matrimony, you know, my dear, is 
a very ſerious affair; eſpecially when the 
lover is ſo very reverend a perſon as Clara 


has ſubdued. Tell me, Clara, added ſhe 


Indeed, my dear mamma, vou never 


| was more deceived: my countenance does 


not.do me juſtice 3, on the contrary, it 


; Careſs not a great deal of pleaſure; fince 


Jam perfectly happy that Harry is re- 


turned, whoſe company we ſo much wanted 


to eſcort us to the hall. . 
Well, but this i ſald he: thourk | 
not the ſubject of your, preſent medita- 


tions, has no doubt had a great ſhare,] in 


them ſince I faw you, as. the affair is ſo 


i very far advanced. Mav I, Clara, be let 
into 


ſmiling, is it this hi that occaſions ' Wl 
Ione preſent gravity ? Ly iran on 


5 8 5 75 
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At . linto this ſeeret, rihas 1 may give my o "I 
| aid nion of the choice! you have made ? I 
vir base, hitherto, had che grtateſt real 0 
ohts | admire your taſte and judgment on ever 
1 et | occaſion, but J am inclined to believe I 
„ | ſhall not think ſo favourably of it on 
| che | this. 4a Burt- tell me, who is ch Happy 
lar 5 that, in ſo very ſhort à time, has 
he able to make hg ns an Ph on 
ions Elbe. Heart > 1521550 85 55 
0, ſaid ies, — hd you ned 
_ | | "that, Harry, you will no longer be ow 
"ot. 5 Fine at the progreſs he has made. 
it We now reached the houſe; and 4 bi” 
nce able as this raillery might be to her wha, 
= I am convinced, meant only to divert in- 
ted | ſtead of giving me pain, I found it had 
I | a very different effect. 1 ſaw it had di- 
wh ſtreſſed my amiable” Harry, and that lie 
Fo would have given worlds for an opportu- 
E in nity to aſk more partir Our 67 
; fo meant by: this dreaded lover. 
let As ſoon as We entered I bett h him Sith © 
nto his facher and went immediately to my 

fo Frog - - = apare- 
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my Wl N 958 1 with great chm s 
WE library. I was endeavouring to perfu 
my ſelf chat all the cares and troubles we 
WT continually meet with in this life, are not 
EZ worthy that anxiety they ſo frequently oC. 
a 12 J caſion, W hen Herv ey's * Meditations id 
2 ſented themſelves to my view.- 
WT took them down, convinced that Were 
WT any- would certainly confirm my opinion. 
= A very few pages had indeed that defirable _ 
. 1 | effect ; 1 was, in half an hour, convinced | 
of this world's vanity, and, with great 
Z | fervour, acknowledged, that all was 
vexation of ſpirit.— This, Ch arlotte, you | 
F vill allow 1 could teſtify from experience. 
> As I read on, I was amazed at my paſt _ 
We weakneſs, in giving way to fo many fears, 
bo many apprehenſions, and all for the 
We ficeting, tranſitory things of this ſhort and 
very uncertain life---even Harry was, at 
3 that moment, comparatively, indifferent 
1 to me.---I was going to return to join the 
a and him with the utmoſt compoſure, 


con- 
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convinced of my folly in the hopes 1 
ſo lung entertained, and not leſs of the 
ect happineſs, our moſt flatte 


expectations yield, when gratified to the 
utmoſt of our wiſhes: Thus fo 
„„ convinced---I. arole, with prodigious 

5 dignity in my manner, rejoicing in the 


conqueſt 7 had gained, 

= haps. not the better able | 
contemplations I had been engaged, to 
Join in trifling gaiety and diflipation, yet 
pech prepared to converſe in a more rati- 
onal and exalted ſtrain.—In this diſpoſi- 
tion of mind, and with a philoſophic gra- 
vity was I walking towards the door 
when who ſhould enter at that moment the 

5 ſtudy, but the very youth who had given 
riſe to all 1 my wiſe and prudent reflecti- 
9 1 was. indeed no other than the 
lovely Harry, Who, after traverſing the 
whole gardens in ſearch of your friend, 
was told by the gardener that Miſs Clara 

was in the library. That he flew on the 
wings of love 1 take for granted, as he 

5 arrived 
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| arrived jult time abi to prevent all 


| the litttle deityn wonder he ſent hith 
wings on ſo important an occaſion, as to 
— | convince me that one ſmile from him was 5 
no fuch'i imaginary bleſſing, as Hervey had, 
pverſuaded me.---My whole ſtock of Philo- 
ſophy flew in a moment again to its plac ace 5 
in the library, from whencel had borrowed 
it, and the uncertainty of this life ſeemed 
ow a very poor reaſon why, we ſhould not 
ti- ¶ innocently enjoy thoſe few pleaſures? it does 
i- afford, fo ppoſing them few, which, how- 
ever, at hace moment, 1 was 8 125 from be- | 
2 ii heving. n Tot en OO Os 
2 ; May 1 ” Chara, läd he, geritly aki 
; my hand; may I, after what has paſſed in 
my fatal abſence, preſume to approach 
= 1 vou with that freedom, you once ſo ſweet- 
3 y indulged me in, and to which my heart 
as fo long been © accuſtomed?---Dare 1 
hope for the continuance of thoſe ſmiles 8 
at are the only bleſſings I value on earth? 
= have ever been accuſtomed! to D JO the 
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pineſi I have formed; deprive me of her 


zs her cruel. refolution.---But tell me, my 
| once gentle, ſmiling Clara, tell me, 


— 2 — — — —ͤ —— 
wow 0 — 2 — > the 
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hope I haye ſo long indulged, that hope 
on which my peace and happineſs: alone 


call this dear, this lovely hand, my own? 


Alas! Clara, ſhall I confeſs that I once : 
flattered myſelf, that even, your heart, 7 


dauulged preſumptuous hopes.----But ſay, u. 
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you enn I can, with great caſe, re- 


"A Taz HISTORY. or 
idea of my Clara, i in every ſch me 


and what remains but miſery ? Vet ſuch 


am indeed doomed to this deſpair, muſt 
I give up the fond, the dear delightful 


depends, of one day being permitted to 


invaluable as it is, would not have been 
denied me? Yes, let me acknowledge , 
ſuchhave been my fond, my too fondly in- n: 


Clariffa---who is this happy, truly happy 

man, that is by fortune deſtined to ſuch on 
exquiſite felicity ? Tell me by what irre- 
ſiſtible eloquence he has robbed me of the - th 


wy treaſure I valued on earth. _- MW fe 


Indeed, Mr. Bellmour, if your — 3 
vneaſineſs. is only occaſioned by the fears Bi tal 


75 
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n has a right ro expect mine. They are in- 


1 was s pleaſed to mention a 
Will you, I believe, m 


Mrs CLARISSA | 


: given no encouragement, no 8 to an 
= man, much lefs ſhould T be inclined to do 


vote of the perf Nu. We, 
Ey Be a 
rity when informed who it is that Has thus 
alarmed your fears. Be aſſured he has 


3 found; none from me, nor, I greatly fear, 
| ; rarity and duty to your family ought 
W to inſpire me with different ſentiments. He 


er ſenſible Tam,” that my 


has their approbation, an 


c, conſequently; 
deed too e o force 2 inc] 


Z| ale; . tis 
| hour receive; demand this ſacrifice, as the 
- 5 only return 1 can ever make to their un- 


4 * 


nite favours 1 


bounded generoſity. Ves, let me obey 


chem ſince CI e pleaſing hope is 


fled. It is now too plain they never meant 


5 to indulge thoſe you have ſo kindly enter. 
WT cained in ine favour.—No, Harry, that 


flattering 8 
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Fo. 5 es now: to — pigs too — res 
membrance of it from my memo: 
cConfeſs I fear the taſk will not be an eaſy 


* 


cb great coolneſs and philoſophy ſettled 


in competition with a love like mine. — hep 


Q.. my lovely, my adored Clar fa! is it 5 | 
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one, but a neceſſary one it nn Is, 
boch for our peace and mine. .o. 1) 
Tis well, Clariſſa; you have, Fin Sor 


2 point that I now too clearly ſee has never 
made; any very deep 1mpreſſion on your 5 
heart, or believe me vou would find thoſe 7 
ſpecious reaſons, . thoſe ſo very wiſe. and i 
nt reflections of ſmall weight, if Put A 


es Clara, my hopes, indeed, are vain, © 
. now am, D dreadful experience, Con: - | 
vinced they are ſo but little did 1. be- 5 

lieve you would, with ſuch cold indiffe- x and 
rence, have. pronounced that fatal truth -| 


poſſible, after all my flattering dreams of -] 
happineſs, that I ſhould really be reduced 4 
in a moment to the miſerable wretched f 
creature you have aſſured me 1 am 0 . F 
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have you not ee that heart which 


| to poſſeſs I would, were J maſter of che 
_ univerſe, with joy give up, nor ever caſt 
| a wiſh after its envied treaſure} 
= be mine My happineſs or miſery. is 


can never 


now—and much I fear ever has been a 
matter of indifference to you. 

Cold and indifferent to your 9 o 
or miſery, Harry Bellmour! Is it poſſible 


f 4 you ſhould, even for a moment, entertain 
5 ſo injurious a ſuſpicion 2— Alas! youknow 
but little, very little, what pain, what 
ſtruggles thoſe cool and ſpecious reſolu- 
| ons have coſt me.—But tell me, Harry, 


ſhould I be any longer worthy that eſteem 


. you honour me with, were I, convinced as 


I am of the impropriety of ſuch an union, 


"i and of the different ſchemes your parents 
i | have in view, to encourage hopes ſo con- 
4 trary to their intereſt? You muſt, I am 
wy certain, you muſt approve my deſign, 


however unable I may be to accompliſh _ 
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He ſighed, and after a pauſe of ſome 
moments, begged with eloquence too 
perſuaſive to be denied, that I would pro- 
- miſe to be his, if his father's conſent could 
be obtained.—1 made but faint objections, 
you may believe, to a requeſt ſo ſweetly 
urged, and in itſelf fo pleaſing, though 
well aſſured the wiſhed-for event was ab: - 
 Hutely impoſlible. 1 

Thus, my dear Charlotte, e our 
conſultation. My affairs, you ſee; are 
brou ght to a kind of concluſion—and1 | 
am till to cheriſh this flatterer hope, with · 
out which life would indeed be a 1 
proſpect. 

Adieu, you ſhall hear from me when þ 
't return from our viſitat the Hall. | 
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xX K are Nee . oür viſit, 
'Y Charlotte, and a very agreeable 
one it was, but as I am at preſent at ſome 
loſs for a ſubject to fill up my paper, 1 S 
will be a little more particular in my ac- 
count of it, and thereby not only oblige 
= myſclf, but you, who, I know, are fond 
of having a minute detail of theſe affairs, 
however trifling; a very fortunate cir- 
: cumſtance for me, who am fo far re- 
= moved from the buſy ſcenes. of life, and - 
WW who meets ſo very ſeldom with any inci- 
dents worth relating. Lou may believe 5 
w preſent ſubject does not abound with 
„ auy very marvellous or extraordinary ad- 


To 


W bright, as 1 could, for FOO 2 n 


or I would endeavour to ornament my 


ventures, nor is my genius at this time ſo 
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: XY a 708 I faw, but ae Char- 
they deſerve. 
reaſon, as well as for the more material 
coming, if * might judge by the eyes of 


Him, who, with inimitable grace, led me 


were ſaid in praiſe of my taſte, while he. | 


who that day looked—bur' be tharſk 
| that Le can neither deſcribe,” nor 100 va 


1s the moſt extenſive an beautiful of any 


lotte, as well as s von, muſt pardon me, if 
I, for this once at 11 treat 3 as 


1 
* ＋ mw 
1 * 92 3 

b We BY 5 9 


The gay was alighefal though. lache 
warm, and I 7 rejoiced not a little fo ; [th 


90 <4 9 © + + wad 


2 of dreſs, that I did not ride, I had 
made choice of. one not altogether vnbe. 


5 7 5 3 „ 3 N SE OED _ 5 N 44 * 5 : \ 
F Foy nr ger ER EL d , NECTAR . . o 
J e 5 e N Ju. IO I Ee Ee ST 1 WES Rn I OI — 
wary VVVVVVVVV%Vùffu!!!.!.!.!.!.!é!.!.!. anno oe Ld en Fo lh CCC 
27 > ü nee RES . OE Et REES IA r — 7 
a a 5 e F 


to the chaiſe. A thouſand civil things 


to confirm the pleaſing flaktery, "gently N 
preſſed my hand. Could (hn their 2 
ſincerity thus atteſted We . v8 BB 
Charlotte, accompanied byo our ſaid Hat, 


% | 


We found b Mr. and Mrs. 2 nr e 
the ladies and their brothers being in the 
garden, which, except thoſe of the caſtle; | 
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in the country. Harry propoſed my 
W joining them, and offered to conduct me 
; in the-ſearch.. Mrs. Jones begged I would, 
as ſhe Was ſure it would give them great 1 
: | pleaſure, adding, the day was too fine og 
0 waſted. | in the houſe, by. thoſe Who were | 
able to enjoy it abroad, but imagined : 2 

- little reſt to Mrs. Bellmour would be more 

4 agreeable, after her Journey, though, no 25 
very long one. | 

. | This point ſettled, with pibpe 1 1 
W and decorum, I, with no ſmall. pleaſure, | 

| 4 | put myſelf under the protection of my | 
| 5 ſwain, in order to begin Our ſearch, the - 
ume we ſpent therein, was, you may 7 
3 | haps gueſs, not the leaſt agreeable of the 
aa, nor did my guide ſeem very, foli- 
citous to ſucceed i in.our deſign. . 3 5 oo 
5 As we walked, he, amongſt = thous N 
= fand other queſtions, moſt of which, 1 8 
chougzht infinitely more Intereſting, and 
agreeable, aſked . me my opinion of the 

W young. gentlemen, particularly what I. 
thought of the Colonel, who was to very. 


535 great 


5 j 


4 


. Thin? H1 8 0 ur or 5 
great a beau, and conſequently a favourite 5 
with the ladies. I aſſured him that alone 
vas but a very ſmall recommendation to 
me, whatever it might be to others of my 
ſex, ſince the idea I had formed of that 
| character, was none of the moſt advanta- 
geous. Of the two, Charles, ſaid I, was ever 
my favourite, for which preference he is 
indebted to you, who have given me fre. 
_ quently ſo amiable an account of him. 
He appeared perfe&tly ſenſible of the com- 
pliment I had paid his judgment, and i 
was going to expreſs it in his uſual en. 18 
gaging manner, when we diſcovered our 
friends juſt entering the walk in which we 
were. He was evidently diſappointed in 
ſomething he was going to ſay, and had 
only time, with a moſt expreſſive look, to 
beg I would remember our converſation i in 

the library.—1, ſmiling, aſſured him it 
ad made too deep an impreſſion on my 
memory, to be effaced by any I was likely 
to be engaged in there. —My hand received 


lat 


dear, I am afraid he will never do 


1 01 ARISSA Bo 55 
his thanks, which he gently preſſed, as he 


preſented me to the ladies. 


After the uſual civilities were n 
on all ſides, and declaring that the day 
was enchantingly pleaſant, we agreed, 
with one conſent, to continue our 1 | 
till dinner. 

And now, Charlotte, ſhall I tell you 
what I think of this flaming Colonel, who, 
you know, was a few days ſince deſtined 


= to the amazing felicity of ſupplying that 


place in my heart, which the baniſhed 
Harry had left vacant?—Why, really, my 


1 1 1 mean —for he, 1 f mey, 


Feations, f ſo end farisfied with thoſ 
charms which nature has beſtowed: upon 
him, that there is no bearing him. He 


takes it for granted, that to ſee and ad- 


mous G he 3 pardon my | 
want of diſcernment if, in this inſtance, 
| D f 


Tur HIST 0 RY 27 


oh think. they are not quite ſo Joſely: con- 
nected.— Charles, in ſpite of the other's 
tempting regimentals, is, in my humble 
opinion, infinitely more agreeable. There 
is ſomething perfectly pleaſing in his 
manner, and in all he ſays, which, though | 
not quite ſo much as his brother, is ſure 
to be always more to the purpoſe. —Yes, 
Charlotte, this ſhall be the happy man, if 
I am obliged to make a new choice. 
= | Miſs Jones you have ſeen. She is un- 
= doubtediy a fine ſhowey woman, both in 
b;5p5ßerſon and manner ſo eaſy— ſo digagie— 
= intimate with Harry in an inſtant—ſhe 
; had, in a few moments, conveyed him 
Uh through all the delightful ſcenes of her 
dear London, on which ſubject the talks Wi 
in raptures. But Fanny is, and ever was, 
my favourite, and, no wonder, ſince ſhe 
= is juſt her brother Charles, while her gay, 
bw and lively ſiſter perfectly reſembles the 
EF] Colonel. She ſeemed charmed with Harry, 5 2 
15 and left nothing unſaid, I believe, thar 
we thought likely to engage his atten - 
_ FE | Fo tion —. 3 
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f F tion; e the C olonel was diſplay- 


W ing his eloquence to me, for the ſame 


5 | purpoſe.” Ho ſhe might ſucceed heaven 
W knows, but as for her brother, I am forty 
W to fay it, Charlotte, he had but little rea- 
ſon to boaſt. There is ſomething ſo into- 
lerably forward and aſſuming in his man- 
ner ſo free - ſo -in ſhort, I don't ex- 
actly know what, but, in ſpite of his 
good breeding, and the profuſion f 
flaming compliments he thought proper 5 
to honour me with — do not ne him, he 
Charest © 
After ling in . gay and 9 
manner, till I was half tired, both with 


chat and my companion, we were at laſt 


aummoned to join the graver ſociety in the 
dining-room.— I obeyed, you may be- 
lieve, with pleaſure; Miſs Jones, on the 
contrary, ſeemed much more diſpoſed to 
continue our excurſion.—1 am not abſo- 
lutely certain whether that prodigious i n=, 
timacy that was commenced between her, 
and her ſpark, might not, in ſome mea- 

„ ſure, = 


"1 
PAS + 
— - os LE 
—_— l 
re 


e 


A 
TO e * 


. £ 
Les ob dnl Prot 
BY ab IB 
n r 


ee" 
. 
* ry” 
2. ES — 


— aged" 
1 


L 
N y 
5 
[ 
> 
7 
134 
A, 
. 
i=Y 


68 Tes HISTORY. or 


ſure, contribute to fatigue m ok Bl 
reaſon this, you will HEM things will 
affect one very oddly ſometimes you 
know. Though, after all the aſſiduity 
mou her was no more than good breed- 
in return for all that ſhe {6 
owed on him. 


uſly t 


ing, according to the cuſtom on theſe oc- 
caſions, which, between you and I, Char- 
lotte, I think 2 very ridiculous one, un- 


leſs any particular perſon in company 


happens to excel in that accompliſhment; 
for what can be more inſipid and tireſome, 
than to fit and hear a ſong laboured "wy 
without either voice, | taſte, or j: 
I proteſt I think it is requiring a very mo 
tifying proof of one's complaiſance to in- 


us talents for. Vou muſt have been wit- 
neſs to this a thouſand times, for where 
there is one good voice there are, at leaſt, 
twenty bad ones. But all muſt fing, 


whether well or ill —happily 1 us at Fon | 


g . 5 
1 * w — , Ly 
7 . T 7 : "IAN 22 8 VT l 
+ VVV 8 „ 2 ccc 
BE Tt PUN eat 3 VV 2 a 

* B 7 D 8 2 ey 3 Fro l 

85 „ OD TOES Fl Co RES TE. 88 J 
* \ 


dinner, Mr. Jones propoſed Ying. | 
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dime, however, there were ſome ve 170 
. lerable voices in company. 1 
Miſs Fanny is a perfect nightingale, 
Miſe Jones acccompaniec 
ſichord. You have hound me cunt: py 
often, that I need not dwell very long on 
the harmony I favoured them with.—Ap- 
plauſe followed, of courſe. The Colonel 
declared he was a loſt man from that mo- 
ment—for my part I always thought him 
fo. He, as did the reſt of the gentlemens 
when called upon, excufed himſelf, aſſu- 
ring me he ſhould never again endure - 
to hear any voice, however celebrated or 
admired, much leſs his own. He is parti- 
cularly bleſſed with the grace of humility, 
Charlotte—and a very amiable grace iT is, 
you know. Thus ended the dax. 
Mrs. Bellmour begged Mrs. Jones 
would allow the young ladies to come 
= nd ſpend a few days at B—. I added 2 
oed or tuo on the pleaſure, happineſs, 
and fo forth, I ſhould receive from 5 
compliance. It was granted, and I am in 
1 D 6 1 
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daily expectation of that favour—and now 


my dear friend muſt excuſe me if I end 
this epiſtle, as I am moſt intolerably tired 
with this unimportant hiſtory. Adieu 
believe me ever yours. 1 
8 | m Bad ; 


LET RR Niet 1 
To the 8 AME. 


cox Es 8, Charlotte, your re- 
proof is too juſt— and yet, I think, 1 


can give a very tolerable reaſon for my | 


apparent idleneſs—this - then is my apo” 
logy. We have, for this fortnight paſt; 
been paying and receiving Vit It is 
now the ſeaſon for it, amongſt thoſe good 
folks who live at three or four miles di- 
ſtance, which moſt of our acquaintance 
do, you know. Many concurring circum- 
ſtances are neceſſary in that caſe to enable 


the good ladies to have a little chat with 


each other, . god roads good 
5 Weather 


* 
F 


44 
l * 
X = x 
2 
r 
Ne 
POE) 
AE 
NOR 
4 I 
b 
VS 
8 
ö 
by 
oo * 
Ov 
IH 
7 * 
N 
PO 
Ke 7 
N 
22 4 
2 
. | 
FE 
25 
To '* 
LEY 
LI 
8 N 
93 Suit : 
20 
LT, 
+ 
2 
= 
3 
OA 
SY 
2 - 
5 
- 
2 
* 7 
3 
4 4 
8 
= % 
30 % 
3 
9 
en 
2 
If 
5 £ 
Was; 
5 
SINE 
57 
18 
2 
22. * 
83 
Bar. 
82 
2 
= 
4 
IL 
* 


Mess E AR18 844 


weath e- vod hotſe and good n : 
No wonder they do not oftner meet. 

I am ſorry to ſay it, Charlotte, — not. 
withſtanding all the bright things that muſt 
have paſſed during all this gaiety, I cannot 
recollect one circumſtance worth relating. 
What ingratitude had I near been guiltyof! * 
—] had almoſt forgot to tell you that the 
delicate Squire Warren is come to pay a 
viſit to his family, and was pleaſed to ho- 
nour me with ſome amazingly fine ſpeeches, 
neat as imported from London. Theſe 
gay ſparks, I fancy, look upon me as a2 
very fit perſon to practice their gallantry | 
upon, that their genius for 1 it ſhould not 
contract any ruſt, while confined to the | 
dreary, diſmal country. 

What he ſaid was ſo exceedingly Gi. 


and filly—that I could not, in reaſon, 


uppoſe he meant I ſhould ſet any fort of 
value on it, but meerly give him leave to 
repeat the words flames—darts—charm- ; 
ing creature—killing eyes—and, in ſhort, 
the whole liſt, as I {aid before, meerly to 


prevent 
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prevent his loſing any of the number. 
According to this ſuppoſition it was 1 
heard them, and the dear creature ſcemed 
perfectly ſatisfied both with himſelf and 
me.—He is ſoon to ſet out on his travels 

to complete his education—what a charm- ; 
ing coxcomb will he be at his return !— BW 
Heaven defend me, Charlotte, from hs 
power of his eloquence, after that event! 
—His good family look upon him, even 
now, as a prodigy of wit and ſpirit, and 
as the contrary opinion would make no 
- alteration in the youth, it is as well they 
5 ſhould be deceived as not. Thus I have 
partly accounted for my filence, which 
I hope you will allow is no very bad EX- 
cuſe. I wiſh what remains was of as in- 

; different 1 

I have, to vary the Een cha 
been a nurſe as well as a fine lady, ſince 
my laſt.— My poor nurſe Sarah has been 
at the point of death, and as ſhe has ever 
loved me with the tenderneſs of a mother, 
you may believe I could not ſe her in 


Ao $3 
n 
. 


2 x0 J 3 ; * . ö 

IM * 
2 : 

9 

A N 

N 4 

- of 5D, 

=_ tl "mY ition wi in ifference. It 18 
2 0 

Me 

ps. 


impoſibly to Aae her grief 46 6 


thoughts of leaving me in the uncertainty 
I am in, with regard to my parents. 
She only prays for life to ſee me ſettled as 
I deſerve, and ſhe would then die in peace. 
The good creature is convinced I ſhall 
yet be happy and acknowledged by friends 
and relations, who will reſtore me. to that 
rank I merit, and to which, ſhe is per- 
= lſuaded, I was born. Of all theſe flattering 
W hopes ſhe ſpeaks with ſuch confidence, 
W that, in ſpite of ſober reaſon and Pproba- 
WW bility, my fooliſh heart never fails to re- 
= ccive pleaſure from her kind predictions. 
lam rewarded for my care, by the pro- 
ſpect of her ſpeedy recovery. She has al- 
ready been able to walk from her cottage 
to our houſe, which, though ſcarce an 
hundred yards, I once feared the good 
foul would never enter again. She is a 
favourite of yours, C harlotte, you will, 
therefore, the more readily pardon my 
dwelling on ſo very unentertaining a ſub- 


ject.— 75 


64 Tas 


laſt part of the apology I 
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romiſed; an 4 
fuch as you cannot in conſcience object to, 
unleſs you are very implacable indeed. 

What ſhall Ladd more: A letter con- 
Mine of apologies only, would, I fear, 


>, 
* 


ject But 1 forget —it is the ſec 


require another on the ſame ſubject— 


and yet, I am much afraid, this will con- 


"rain little elſe, as my imagination is at 


this time rather in a dull mood, nor can i 
you wonder, conſidering the employment 


J have ſo lately been engaged i in; ſhould 


I attempt t to lengthen | it, I have ſome rea- 
ſon to believe it would be too much in the 
affectuous ſtrain to pleaſe, your taſte, and 
I would rather incur the cenſure of ſtupi- 
dity for this once, than, by continuing 
my epiſtle, give you the Vapouſs.——= 


Adieu, my dear girl, believe me yours.” : 


— 
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To the SAME: 


HAVE juſt ſtolen up a moment Fey 
my viſitors to tell you they have been 
here a week, and to continue another; 
1 after which I am 0 accompany them | 
W home for a few days more it ſhall not be, 


as I would on no conſideration leave my 
dear Mrs. Bellmour too long alone, 


W though ſhe kindly inſiſts upon my not 
Wy loſing a moment's pleaſure on her acount. 
8 | —None of your ſmiles, Charlotte, it is 
Wy poſitively on her account only, that I am 


= thus conſiderate—ſo you are, for this 
once, my dear friend, 17 all 1 ſaga- 


: | city, deceived.  - fo 2 
: = My time has been Gal very agteeibly 
nce the Miſs Jones's have been wath us. 
= - anny is, like me, fond of early rifi ng, 
and we have had many delightful ram- 


| 2 bles before the reſt of the fail were aſ- 


- ama She 4 is a moſt amiable girl, and 


ſeems 


: 1 ſeems much more calculated for a country 
than a town life, though ſhe has been 
dere as much as her ſiſter. Their temperʒ 


* 


and inclinations are perfectly different.— 


at the thoughts of the ſummer 
h cuſtom has dedicated to 


then F « all that c company — 
preſence contributes ſo greatly to render 
and very emphatically la- 
ments, that it cannot be always winter 
d, if we choſe it, ſummer in tt 
{ame coun which we are ſo ena- 
Fanny, on the contrary, is 
with every ruralamuſement. W 
ding—fiſhing—in ſhort, one can 
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| poſe no exerciſe the country affords, but 
W what gives her pleaſure. "Theſe we take 
iin their turn, and when difpoſed to pals 

= an hour or two at home, ſhe entertains us 
with her yoice, Which! Is aer mu- 
1 and ſoft. n 

I have given up the guit 
of which, I was ſo amazin 97 40 fond, Sha 
Wy you was here, and have again taken the 
WW harpſichord into favour. Town, I think my 
inconftancy on this occaſion is pardonable, 
as my lovely maſter, to encourage my per- 
ſeverance, declares 1 make a ſurpriſing 
progreſs—but can I fail, do you think, 
with ſuch a teacher, and ſo ſweetly com- 
mended ?—He—when we can ſo long re- 
uin him amongſt us, which by the way is 
not quite ſo often as one of our party 
Z ſeems to deſire — ſometimes entertains us 


making i 15 this or any other 
accompliſhment he has. 
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be prevailed on. to do him that honour 


ful cool and indifferent lover, for he has 


- honoured with ſuch gueſts —But then his 


Rs 1010 once en that : a match | 
was intended. by the parents I mean 
between Miſs Jones and him, and, with 
no ſmall reaſon,” believe the fair one might 


— 1 


but I am now perſuaded I have been de- 
ceived, or elſe he makes a moſt wonder. 


been leſs at home ſince they have been 
here, than ever he uſed to be. Not the 
moſt favourable ſymptom, you will, al 
low, if they have any ſuch deſign. ..__ 

Miſs Jones, in her free and eaſy SE, 
frequently takes him, to taſk for his want 
of gallantry, in thus leaving home, when 


apologies are ſo eleg ant, the ſorrow he ex- 
preſſes for being unfortunately obliged! ſo 
often to deprive himſelf of the > Joy. he 
ſhould receive from company 10 f in nitely 
agreeable, fo delicately, ſo feelingly, de- 
ſcribed, that one is rather inclined” to. 
him than one's * =0, "theſe men; E 

1 74 192 1 eee | Jotte, 
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lotte, how” natural to their infinuaiig 
W congue is flattery/!=And who "ever Was 

W maſter. of ſo much beautiful language, to 
render it agreeable, as Harty Bellmour! 
= He has juſt left us, to 80 for" 4 day 01 or 
2x two with a party to the races at M-—. 
= Two of his friends calledo on him here, che | 

one young Beville, the other, your Fa- © org 
= vourite, Charles Mackenzie he 805 Vas =_ 
W quite ſhocked to find you thad left us. — 
L Not quite civil to tell us '{6, however. — 
ne is as handſome and wild a8 Ser 
| conſequently,! as worthy our adn ation 
1 without Which, indeed; He Gdecläbes Kle 
Vould „ f ppotrable— —this 
. | moving declar- 


5 ratior on from Vin eli di- 
= L | verting,2you- 18505 As he i 10 very much 
ic, inclined to dying and deſpair! > 
1 wia hin, 1 fancleck a youth of his = 
WT prightly genius, would be able” whip. -. 
port even that affliction, gregt as it would _—_. 
91 certainly be, were it poflible to happen; * 7 
an event, however, not in the leaſt pro- 
able, as long as you continued. the per- 
1 | ſon 
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ſides, they took leave and left us to more 
| ſober and ſerious converſation. 
Miſs Jones declares Harry is ala} 
and inſiſts on Mr. Bellmour's ſending him 
to town this winter, and has pro 
take the care of him upon herſelf.” 
Adieu, Charlotte, I have already ftaid 
longer from my company than civility-per- 
mits. F arewel, tg I -have 2 moment's 
time, I will: write O YOL again before 
I leave B- ork Hb 


10 he SAME. 


TN e 5505 
the chaiſe is ordered for our little j jour- 
| ney, and Harry ready to attend us. He 
returned but yeſterday, or 8 
the violent pain of abſence—but theſe 
men are great Prlloſophnns,.. 


We 
. 8 4 
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of amendment, before ſhe would again 


take him to town with her for — 


28 in order to teach him a ee, more 


procured: him fo great a felicity as that of | 
being taken under her care and tuition, 
from whoſe inſtructions he could not fail 
to improve; but begged ſhe would not 


woul 


5 4s 


- Mis Jones immediately called him to 
account for his amazing rudeneſs, and and 
aſſured him he ſhould give i 
honour him with her company. She told 
him Mr. Bellmour had given her leave to 


which ſhe now ſaw was abſolutely n 


He fenen his ſaid, he ſhould. not — 
able to repent of his fault, ſince it had 


ſo long delay the honour ſhe intended 
him, but begin immediately, as thoſe lec- : : 
the - meant to beſtow. upon bi l 
IVE to ar uſe her, while confined | 
to che tireſome and inſipid country, and 1 
alſo prepare him to appear in that gay 
place with leſs ruſticity than he could pol- 5 
ur do, if denied that favour, —Begin - 

thn 
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| ; | then, my fol tutoreſs, ſaid he, when ver 
F you pleaſe, and, be aſſured, I am ready 
to learn whatever woes will 4 to teach | 


He added a fora more e pet hes 1 2 


| fame kind, by era ofa ME 1 


: E mation, and thus engaged I left them, to 
come and bid you farewell. may, per- 
ha find time, while at the hall, to ſend 
you a line or two, if any thing violently - 
entertaining ſhould happen during _ 
viſit. I am called. — . we girl, 

| Ama, 5 


can Bu. 


N25 but balls and divertiads Tg | 
Charlotte, and ſuch a multitude = 


| {mart tellows, that I am abſolutely at a 
| loſs where to fix my choice.—If Harry, a 
5 | muſt be run away with, in pite of ki aſelf, L 
A 2 3 and 
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properly uſed, 


yet frighttul to me, as he has taught them 
to look. He no doubt means the 
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loſs. for one to 


ſizes. 
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if 
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really very tolerable, 


of all ſorts 


1 ſhall be at no 
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that yoke ſo ght and eafy, that, in ho-. 
nour of it, he never fails t6 celebrate its 
They have an 
which owns e ene aug; _—_—_ - 
danced fixteen couple. — 

| you 1 der ee ne 


is 


ments of any 
excuſe me, Charlotte, if I do not give you 
a particular defeription of ix. The ball 
ay, indeed, claim a es, and ſhall 


„ bad indulged. Pct ee 


Lady who bad a daughter there, a good by 
e girl—and, eonſidering t 
bf them had a leſſon For 4 ſome few y years, 


they really performed. with no bad grace. 
; he Colonel came, and 


ed the honour! of my Hand; which 
ing taken, he gently preſſed, à cir- 
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a per (IF 


Utance never omitted on ſueh oeca- 
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ſions. He led me up the room, whit | 


pering as we went, that I looked divinely 


Could I dance ill after this aſſurance? Þ 
ed our part of N 
the ceremony, he declared there wanted 


When we had perfor 


| only this to fix him mine for ever; he was 
now convinced 1 excelled in every elegant 


accompliſhment —T rue, or falſe, you'll 


allow it was a flouriſhing ſpeech. 


. Harry then—and, oh, heavens, Char- | 
lotte, what an angelick, what an elegant 


figure did he at that moment appear! 


Not a face but was animated with the 


hopes of being taken out by the lovely 
youth.—1 too had my flutters—but we 
have ever been looked on ſo much as 
brother and ſiſter, that it would have been 
abſolutely out of character for us to danc 
together. —How much did he ſeem to re- 
gret this ridiculous notion? 
Harry, I ſay, with inimitable grorr 
and a manner peculiar to himſelf, led 
forth the delighted Miſs Jones. —Civility 
required this, you know; and as if to con- 
yince me he meant no more, he next 


nb 


ut 
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Miss CLARISSA B: 59 
out Miſs Fanny. — They both dance ad- 


ing agent err m_ wn uch a a 


partner ⁹π⁹] 1605 * : 
Every eye, old 0 young, was Led | 


upon him with viſible marks of pleaſure, 


' while he, perfectly eaſy, ſeemed quite un- "i 
conſcious of his evident ſuperiority. 


Country « dances at laſt brought us more 


upon a level, —Here every one appeared 
to leſs diſadvantage, as not being fo much 
5 expoſed as when iguring only he pairs 


in a duet. 


Miſs Janes was again happy, and that 5 


too for the whole evening. Shall I con- 


feſs that I felt ſome emotions very like 
thoſe of envy? True, I did but then 
conſoled myſelf with this reflection that if 


ſhe could have gueſſed the ſentiments of 


her partner's heart, ſhe would have had but 
ſmall cauſe to triumph. Triumph 8 can- 


not ſuppoſe ſhe did - over me in particu- 
lar, I mean — as I dare ſay it never once 
entered her imagination, that the lovely 


Harry Bellmour could ever think ſeriouſſy 
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"8 a ns circum ta 
hw * amiable and engaging atten- 


tion he continually pays to every word I 
utter; but ſhe is blind to W ne 


conſpicuous. | 


Mie did not back: up ll Taylight, 
when moſt of the company went home, 


and the reſt left us this morning, except 


Harry, who is to ſtay a day or two, that 


that we may not too ſuddenly return into 
ſolitude after our late gaiety.—He then is 


to take his leave. The Colonel and 


Charles are alſo to be abſent for a few 
days, to their unſpeakable 8 * 
may imagine. 

Adieu, my dear Charlotte, if 1 f hould 
continue writing, I verily believe I ſhould 
drop aſleep, as I have not had half enough 


| to recover me aber my laſt night's farigun 
ent that 


having denied myſelf thatrefreſhm 
I might, while moſt of the family are ſtill 
enjoying that n tion, - inc 


ay, 


ced as I unfortunately 


ſel: 


M ISS 201 AR IS SA 


ſelf in one infinitely more agrecable---that 
of "IRA to n friend. Adieu. 


1 eee ſincerely, nl 


 CLarissA B. 


LETTER XIV. 
e the SAME: nod. Fan 


* 


AM afraid, my "Gear Charlotte, you 
will not be very highly entertained 
with the epiſtle you are going to receive, 
as I never in my life was in a more me- 
lancholy diſpoſition. My ſpirits are in- 
tolerably low, in ſpite of all my efforts. 
Did you never find this diſagreeable con- 
ſequence follow your having been parti- 
cularly gay and lively? It mult be the 
hurry and fatigue of the ball, that has 
left this langour upon me, which at pre. 
ſent I find it impoſſible to conquer. Harry 
Bellmour and his friends have juſt left us. 
At cannot be this, Charlotte, which af- 
fects me, as their Soing was not unckpett 
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ed; it therefore, you know, dannot 
owing to that but no matter what is whe 
cauſe, let me rather endeavour”: to divert 
than puzzle myſelf with what is of no 


conſequence. ; 


I believe my ſtay hes will be our 
than I at firſt imagined, as the ladies will 


not allow me to mention my.return. Mrs- 
Jones obligingly ſays my ſituation is too 
folitary at B—, for one of my age, and 


whoſe diſpoſition is naturally ſo grave and 
— thoughtful. But tell me, Charlotte, have 


I not too much reaſon for this gravity, 
this ſerious temper ?—Not that I think it 


1s my natural turn, had I been happily | 
circumſtanced, but in the midſt of ſcenes 


- that give joy and pleaſure to every other 


heart, I am tormented with a thouſand | 


anxious fears that damp my fpirits—they 


have never yet had liberty to exert them- 


ſelves, ever depreſſed as they have been 
from my birth.—Sure it cannot be envy 
that cauſes in me theſe grave, theſe uſe- 
Es reflections N 1 know my ow h t, 


I cannot be Nies 1 chat I fe others happy 
and content, ever enjoying with delight 
thoſe amuſements and diverſions that, to 
me, are barely tolerable, and too often 
inſipid. Tell me, my dear friend, if ever 
you diſcovered in that heart even the leaſt 
appearance of a vice ſo dreadful. Vou 
know its every ſentiment—examine 1 it— | 
deal freely with me, I beſeech you. 
O, no, my dear Charlotte, it cannot 
be, my heart ſurely would not harbour 
ſentiments ſo mean and ſelfiſn.— Is it not 


rather the dreadful remembrance of my 


wretched birth, my miſerable uncertainty,” 
that with too much reaſon will ſometimes, 
in ſpite of all my efforts, torment my 


imagination with cruel and anxious reflec- _ 


tions ?—Is it poſſible I ſhould, ſituated as 
I am, be intirely free from them, and 
happy as thoſe who are bleſſed with fond, 
idulgent parents, with tender friends and 
| relations, whoſe ſtudy it conſtantly is to 
render their lives one continued ſcene of 


chearfulneſs and felicity? a a 
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my dear friend, let me, by this me 


-A bleſſing. — Pardon me then, I intreat 


„ ˙ ow 3-3. oat = 4 a Lf 
tC A act wp 3 os, 


theſe diſconſolate epiſtles you ſhall—if 1. 


* r — e 
. MLL 


r 


obligingly detain me here. 


my ſpleen and diſagrecable bumours on 


| — —2— 1eaning Praiſe 
and flattery that I am, at Ce e 


tempted with, which, however unme anin 
or unmerited, gain but too eaſy belief. Yes, 


ſome meaſure, turn my misfortunes. 1 
you, and be affured it ſhall be the laſt of 


can poſlibly prevent it ever receive.—1 
have, by indulging myſelf in this, relieved 
my breaſt from a load of woe that, re- 
maining there, would have made me mi- 
ſerable company to the the family who ſo 


It is particularly kind, you'll ſay. 20 to vent 


you, and will perhaps tell me, if this is 
pb 2 naoured 


I 


_—” 


) 


S 


9 


be but too juſt, Charlotte, 
my promiſe of amendment, and let 
condeſcenſion plead in my favour. 
Adieu, my dear girl, write to me, 
apology is favourably received. 
FT. 


LETTER XV. 
To the SA 


ORGIVE me, my dear 
that I have not till now, 
your obliging, and 
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you'll allow. I could, you may believe, 
make no objections to a demand ſo very 
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time 1 had been with them, was the moſt 
agreeable they had, or were likely to re. 


cee, during tl 


in London as ſoon as poſſible. This wilt 


0 deprive his family of great pleaſure, as he 


18 evidently the favourite—at leaſt with 


| Miſs Jones, who very fincerely laments 


that his commander did not include her 


in the fummons. He certainly adds not 


a little to their gatety, not only by his own 


company, but by that of the many gen- 
tlemen who are gang. calling upon 


him there. 


inſiſted on my promiſe that I would, im- 


mediatly on my arrival, diſpatch Harry to 


the Hall, to ſupply my place, adding ſne 
knew no one, either male or female, able 
to repair the loſs they ſhould fuſtain by my 
abſence, but him. — Very civit to both, 


reaſon- 


_ 


*: 


heir ſtay in the country. 
The Colonel too has received orders to 


march, he is obliged to join his regiment 


Miſs Jones? in 7M erat eaſy way, 


Miss CL * 
reaſonable, and have, acc 6 
ivered my meſſage in form; but, | 
vou believe it, Charlotte? The creature 
as not the gratitude to die with joy on ſo 
flattering an occaſion— nay, I bluſh to in 
form you—he will, I greatly fear, 
to accept the offered felicity.  _ 

Mrs. Bellmour has ſent to beg I 
company her. She is going to take an 
airing, for an hour or two. Will you, 
—DPelays are dangerous, or I would not 
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To the SAM Mas 


EAVENS! Charlotte, 1 a letter! 
Hut read, and tell me if I have 
not now a charming opportunity to be the 
heroine of ſome notable adventure ? ? for 
that it is wrote with ſome ſuch deſign, I 
think you will no more doubt than I do. 
—1 have taken the trouble to Bs it chat 


1 uf 


you = allow it is a moſt render and | | 
moving epiſtle, though I believe it will 


not have eloquence ſufficient to move 
me from B——. It was brought me 
this morning — but for what pur) x 
heaven only knows— though that it 

not for that it would perſuade me, I am 
moſt certain;---for were I really ſo bleſſed 
as to. have a mother living, a mother too 
ſo amazingly paſſionate and tender, would 


ſhe, do you think, expect or deſire I { 


Follow: ſo blind a guide and invit tion ? 
—No, Charlotte, the deceit | is too glar- 


ing 


Fol % _ grad 


fo 


ing—any « | 
more likely to i 


for wit, Charlotte, 3 is — i 
to be diſſ gs of this fort— ; 
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than actions but this indeed is not 
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author of this eloquent billet-doux; as well 


as of the purpoſe and deſign of the 


writer in taking this trouble; for after all, 
ſomething muſt be meant, as here is a 
_ chaiſe in waiting, as the meſſenger tells 
me, at the little ale-houſe, about a 
quarter of a mile from the park wall. — 
What a pity we have no better inn for 
the ſcene of fo good a plot!—You know 
the houſe I mean, Charlotte.—Indeed you 
cannot very well miſtake, as it is the only 
emblem ory a tavern B— is honoured | 
with. 
Adieu, 1 kekr Harry 3 is come in, 1 vill 
go and conſult _” FO that” W on 
0” we reſolve.” | e ; 


cn; 2— 


rue . Le tter. + 


HAT happy day is at laſt a 
1 when the fondeſt, tendereſt of pa- 
| rents, may acknowledge her long loſt, 
long lamented child. —O, my amiable, 
my ſect Clariſſa! what words can paint 


19 


creature, it is your mother who addreſſes 
you, who longs to fold you to her -beat- 
ing heart —Fly to me —bleſs me with 
your preſence, and recompence me for 


that world of miſery I have endured for | 


my forſaken child. Bleſſed de chen kink 


Providence who has thus preferved 5 
thus raiſed you friends when I could not 


befriend you—Though ignorant of me, 


my Clara, I have ever known your fate, 
and daily prayed for your generous pro- 
tectors, to whom I long to offer my moſt 
grateful acknowledgments; but time is 


yet required before I can enjoy that ſatiſ- 


faction, nor can I now openly demand my 
beloved daughter; but, ſurely, ſhe will 
not ſcruple to follow the guide I have ſent, 
who is the confident of all my misfortune, 


and who has orders to conduct you to 
the arms of her who dies with impatience 
to fold you to her heart, though obliged 
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to you the rapturous joys of your fond, 
your doating mother? Tes, my deareſt 


by circumſtances, of which I long to in- 
ä ; torm 


- 
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form you, to abandon, for a while, my 
child; and, ah! how very tedious has that 
time appeared —1 yet had ſome degree of 
nſolation from the knowledge of that 
protection you had found, and have with 
rapture beheld-your: growing beauty, and 
ranſported heard your praiſe from every 
tongue.—Bur let me not loſe the precious 
moments.—Come to me---bleſs me with 
your company for one day.---The happy 
time is not far diſtant when I ſhall be per- 
mitted to demand you in form, and pay 
that your worthy guardians ſo 
juſtly merit. Till chen you ſhall again 
return to their kind protection. Come 
then, my loved, much loved daughter, 
and bleſs the fond expec dine mother whe 
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yet indul 2d my expecting mother 
one tender embrace,-—No, my dear, 
I am going to grant 


witty as hers. 
Harry, when 
derful affair to 
to be grave u 
into a rage not at me, 
ledge with you. but at the vile auth 
lo impertinent a ſcheme for he at ©: 
declared it was ſome villanous deſign 


v 
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and but for my entreaties, and thoſe made 
too with all the eloquence I was. endued 
with, would that inſtant have ſet off i in 
queſt of this pretended mother, and in- 
troduced a ſon to her who would not have 
been quite ſo meek and gentle as the 
amiable daughter ſhe fo fondly expects. 
| Yes, Charlotte, this gentle, amiable Harry 
an, I find, be paſſionate on more occa· 
fions than one. Heavens! how he raved! 
Avas obliged to be amazingly ſoft and 
3 in order to calm and fſooth 
him. I aſſure you my ſmiles were put to 
no {mall trial. I ſucceeded at laſt, and 
perſuaded him to look upon it as a trifle, 
and begged he would treat it only as fuch; 
and, on condition he would promiſe me to | 
think of it meerly as a joke, I would in- 
form him of a ſcheme I had planned tha 


would really render it not a bad one. 
He with ſome difficulty agreed to hu- 
mour me, and, as a token of his ſincerity, 
be kiſſed the hand I eee Re out 
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What could 1 do, Charlotte? 1 was 
| obliged to grant him this prodigious fa. 
your, to enſure his approbation of my plan. 
Now liſtens! * you tall be A 
What that isses v5 095 Hors 
1 told you long ſinks; 1 Leliches that © 
my good friend Sarah was perfectly re. 
covered. Was there ever ſuch a tranſt- 
tion! you cry; from ſo intereſting a ſub- 
ject to tell me that an old woman is reco- 
vered from ſickneſs! How can you, Clara, 
be ſo ridiculous? This, I ſuppoſe, is ſome 
of the wit you mention. Stop, my dear 
girl, do not condemn me before you are 
let a little farther into the thread of my 
narrative; that old lady is not ſo very 
foreign to my ſubject as you may imagine; 
ſhe, child, is to be the proxy I mention- 
ed. Yes, Charlotte, this is the time, or 
never, that I am to reward her for all — 
faithful ſervices; her fortune ſhall now be 
made. She---even good old Sarah, ſhall 
g0—for I have got her conſent and re- 
ceive all that profuſion of renderneſs all 


thoſe 


D — 


+ = 


v4 - T's 12 4 H IST on 01 , 


- thoſe; endearing embraces which await {MW << 
E your from. My good mamma may per- an 
haps be a Hale diſappointed in the idea for 
1 d formed of my amazing beau ble 
wa ſo forth but ſhe is, no doubt, tai 
with too much good ſenſe to be greatly cli 
ee by a loſs ſo trifling as the want of the 
that fading perfection.- Really, except Wh ice: 
chat, and her being indeed rather older of | 
than could be wiſhed, ſhe is a very comely lon 
perſon, and I dare ſay, ſome forty years par 
ſince, inks have had her admirets not a no 
few.---To be ſure, in that time, though tha 
trifling, ſome little alteration muſt have ver) 
happened but what is this in the opinion ow. 
of a, diſcreet woman, as I am convinced BW this 
my dear mamma is? and as for. the men 
beauties of her mind, I am much deceived cloa 
e and 
than her wW mm. feſſi 
How do you approve my han By ficu] 
this means I. ſhall. be fully informed of Wl faith 
what I wiſh to know, and the diſappoint · bron 
| (whoever it is) will re- MW pain 


ceive, 
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W ceive, in meeting, athef all chair exvultie_ 
and racked invention, ſo venerable a per- 
ſonage, inſtead of this ſo eagerly deſired 
blooming daughter, will bens ſmall enter- 
tainment. In the mean time, are 
clined to laugh with me at the fur 
they will be in when the lady 
ſcends from the carriage, and with looks 
of love and impatience flies to embrace her 
long loſt parent? I am afraid the flying 
part will be but hobblingly performed; but 
no matter, ſhe will, no doubt, be met more 
than half way by her ſaid mother. She is 
very thin, the only circumſtance, F muſt 
own, ſhe in the leaſt reſembles me in; but 
this will do, diſguiſed, or rather orna“ 
mented as ſhe is to be with my bonnet; 
cloak, 8&e. &e. Had the been plump 
and welk-favoured, as moſt of her pro- 
feflion are, it would have been 2 more dif- 
ficult matter to make her paſs upon her 
faithful guide for his fair charge. I have 
promiſe him to be ready at the place ap- 
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muffled up, leſt 1 ſhould: be obſerved by W + 


any of the family, who would, I feared, g 
not ſuffer me to indulge my eager curio - o. 
ſity to ſee my dear parent. „ And as for p. 
Sarah, ſhe would undertake a much longer as 
journey, or any other buſineſs to ſerve her C 
dear child. She too raves like Harry, at nc 
the liberty taken with her Clara, and Wl ci: 
| ſeems even more, if poſſible, than us con- 
vinced it is ſome baſe deſign. There can ou 
> bad conſequence happen to her from de. 
her expedition, on the contrary, I hope M. 
this little journey will do her good, as ſhe BW qu 
has lately been ill. The man inform WM no 
me, I ſhall be only that one day on the WI te 
road, as it is not above thirty miles dif- Wl 1 
tant. Our meeting being a ſecret to the for 
family, I durſt not take time to aſk him con 
many queſtions, nor would he anſwer am abo 
others, I ſuppoſe, than he had orders for, WM tcr: 
if 1 had. When Sarah has made this cure 
agreeable viſit, and ſettled the particulars I who 
relating to her being demanded of her have. 
won in form, and in ſhort: indulged pur; 


her 
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her dear mamma's impatient curioſity, the 
good lady may return. at her leiſure to her 
own peaceful habitation, where her com- 
pany will be as eagerly wiſhed for by me, 
as it is at preſent by the other. This, 
Charlotte, is my ſcheme, and I really think 
no bad on. To-morrow — ſhe be- 
gins her travels. 
bad once ſome choughts of fenling 
| our Suſan inſtead of her, but dropped that 
; deſign the next moment, as in that caſe 
Mrs. Bellmour muſt have been made ac- 
quainted with our plan, which T thought 
not ſo proper; and I allo conſiderd that 
| lhe could not ſo well carry it on as Sarah, 

| who, you know, has in her youth ſeen 
ſomething of the world, and can really 
| converſe very decently, and in a flile 
| above the common, but what chiefly de- 
| termined me was her age, which would ſe- 
cure her from any infult that Suſan, 
who is young and notdifagreeable, might 
have been liable to, if it is really ſo vile a 
Purpoſe as Sarah inſiſts upon it IS, 

Tor Lk F.-- - ( 
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I am ſent for, Charlotte, Mrs. Stuart 


"ad her daughters are below, though „ th 
I had not been interrupted, this letter, at Ke 
leaſt for want of length, mud a no fat 
1 yo 
Adieu, you ſhall have the anal of chis the 
adventure as ſoon as I am ACQUAINSES: with ſti] 
I e it C it 
> CLarISSA Bo tin 
e 885 e . al 
i LATTER > XVI: my 
To the SAME. yor 

| in, 
ELL. me, Charlotte, what can hs | Mr 
fo intolerably inſipid as theſe viſits the. 
of mere form and ceremony? proteſt. ¶ oſte 
I know no one thing in life fo perfectly. dial 
diſagreeable. The ladies I found below, —a 
were of that number who make it a rule WM vcr: 
to pay their compliments to Mrs. Bel. You 
mour once a year. They always ſpend WM nut: 
the winter in town. Never were there. WF tion: 
three ſuch trifling inſipid ſouls, ſurely, % oe. 
this good lady and her daughters—its. eiche 
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difficult to PRE which ; 18 the moſt ſo of the 
three. With fan in hand (which they 
kept in one conſtant, regular flutter) they. : 
fat as Prim as thoſe venerable old pictures 
you have ſo often been diverted with in 
the hall at the caſtle; and what was 
ſtill more diſtreſſing for us whoſe buſineſs 
it was, at all events, to keep up a con- 
tinual ſubje& of converſation, they were 
almoſt as dumb. Think, Charlotte; ho- 
my brain muſt have been racked. Had 
you happened, at that moment, to ſtep. 
in, you would undoubtedly have believed 
| Mrs. Bellmour and myſelf were taking 
them ſeverally to taſk. for ſome dreadful _ 20 
| offence, as all the part they bore in our : | 1 
dialogue was juſt to anſwer yes or no | 
—and even theſe harmleſs monoſyllables 
| were extorted with no ſmall difficulty. 
You may believe we ran through an in- 
numerable multitude of important queſ- 
| tions during their ſtay; for every ſubject 
we ſtarted was in a moment deſtroyed: 
either by this ſame yes, or no, or, I really 
F 2 . 
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don't know. —It was abſolutely fariguing / 
to the laſt degree to ſpin out as much as | 
was neceffary to prevent a total filence. 
For my part, I think it would be doing 
an acceptable piece of ſervice to write 
— at ones leiſure, a few dialogues on 
different ſubjects, no great matter What, 
and, whenever it is ones misfortune to have 
any ſuch tireſome viſitors fall in ones way, 
to preſent each of them with a copy, from 
whence, with a tolerable grace, they may 
read their ſeveral parts, and by this means 
fave themſelves and others a world Fx 
trouble. 
What, Charlotte, do you think can 
tempt theſe good ſouls to travel every 
winter up to London? I proteſt I can 
imagine no one thing either there or any 
where elſe, that is likely to give them the 
ſmalleſt pleaſure; they ſeem juſt to breathe, 
and that is all they know of life. How 
it came ever to be ſaid that our ſex is fh 
violently prone to talk, I cannot conceive, 
for I have five times out of fix ſeen the 
| | g con. 
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contrary verified to a moſt tireſome de- 
gree. I know not what fluency of tongue 
may have flouriſhed in the days of our 
great grandmothers ; but I declare, for 
my own part, in-tke few viſits I make, or 
receive, that of keeping up an agreeable, 
ſprightly converſation—nay indeed any— 
ſeems, in general, an _ of the utmoſt 
difficulty. 

If 1 did not fear that you would cell 
me I am ever raiſing imaginary troubles 


to torment myſelf, I would juſt mention 


an obſervation I have within theſe few 


days made, that gives me inexpreſſible 
uneaſineſs. I am convinced, Charlotte, 


| what I am going to ſay is | moſt certainly 


true. 


Mrs. Bellmour SAY I am perſuaded, 


diſcovered her ſon's partiality for me, and 


never fails to appear viſibly dilpleaſed, 
when he ſhews that aſſiduity and tender- 


| neſs with which, indeed, he has ever treat- 
ed me, but of which ſhe ſeems to have 
: ken no notice, till within this week or 
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Weit A cloud inſtantly overſpitath 
her countenance on every ſuch occafion; 
ſhe is no longer pleaſed with the Went. 
ſhip he expreſſes for me, fearing, and in- 
deed With too much reaſon, that it is not 
without a mixture of a more tender paſ- 
fion—a paſſion that, I am fully perſuaded,” 
would give her very great Pain. Be 
aſſured I am not deceived; this is not 
owing to any vapours or low ſpirits, as you 
will be inclined to believe, but a too juſt 
- reaſon I have to be poſitive in whatT fay 
And after all it is more ſurpriſing to 
me that ſhe did not make this diſcovery 
long before, than that the has made it 
now; for does not his every look, word, 
and action plainly declare the place I have 
im his amiable heart? — Heaven knows, 
Charlotte, what will be the conſequence 
 — ſhould they forſake me; but adieu— 
J will not encourage a thought ſo dread- 
I am all impatience for the return of 
my Embaſſadreſs. 1 o-morrow will cer. 
_ ranly 
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tainly let us into the whole ſecret; ill 


then farewell. e 5 
| Ciara B— & 
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H! my dear Clarion! 1 15 is the 
friendſhip of the world, what the 
honour of one half of thoſe Who profeſs 
to rank themſelves in the number of our 
friends? —Good heavens! is it poſſible, 
that thoſe who have endeavoured to per- 
ſuade us they wiſh nothing ſo much as 
our happineſs, ſhould, atthe ſame time, be 
doing every thing in their power to de- 
ro it for ever? — Tes, Charlotte, the 
man who pretended to value ſo highly the 
approbation and eſteem of me and my 
protectors that man whoſe family have 
ever been on the moſt friendly and inti. 
mate footing with mine—that very man, 
my dear friend, had baſely determined to 
imbitter their future days by robbing them 
| 3 + „„ of, 
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of, and bringing to miſery and diſgrace, 
their Clariſſa; for ſuch was the ignoble 
purpoſe, ſuch would have been the un- 
avoidable conſequence of his vile ſcheme, 
had his artifice not been diſcovered. —But 
let me endeavour to give you ſome ac- 
Count of this ridiculous, ill concerted plot; | 
8 plot, however, I have no reaſon to re- 
ol J 
No ſooner had my intended _ re- 
ceived his fair damſel into the chaiſe, 
| which he did without the leaſt ſuſpicion, 
_ than he drove off with the greateſt preci- 
pitation, as if conſcious of the. vile-proje& 
he was engaged in. Sarah very ſoon be- 
came a ſtranger to the road he had taken, 
and no wonder, as ſhe is not much ac- 
cuſtomed to take theſe kind of rambles. 
They ſtopped but once during the jour- 
ney, nor was ſhe then defired to alight 
from the chaiſe, but was offered a diſh of 
chocolate, or what elſe ſhe pleaſed, in it. 
They then proceeded with as much haſte 
as before, and in the evening arrived a 
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the place that was t o diſcover this ſo well 
contrived plot. It appeared to be a houſe 
belonging to ſome creditable farmer, a 

very decent elderly woman handed Sarah 
from the carriage, and with great civility 
led her into a neat little room, where, 
after offering to aſſiſt her in taking off her 
bonnet and cloak, which ſhe, you may 
believe, thought proper to refuſe, ſhe left 
her to reſt, and compoſe herſelf, in order ” 
to ſee her, no doubt, impatient mother. 

What would I give, Charlotte, that * 
could have heard this hiſtory in Sarah's 
own words! I aſſure you, it loſes conſi- . | 
derably by the change of language; but 
you muſt be content to take it as it is, 
fince it would be in vain for me to at- 
tempt repeating all her embelliſhing 
phraſes and ſententious comments. You 
may, however, in ſome meaſure imagine 
her manner as well as ſtile, ſince you have 


frequently held many moral and inſtruc- 
due converſations with her. | 
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She often, f in the courſe of ber memoirs; 
exclaimed, Ah, my dear child, what will 
your dear friend Miſs Brudnell fay to this 


| villainy ?—Never—neverlet her again run 
on in praiſe of theſe vile, theſe unchriſtian 
town rakes, as I have too often heard her 


do; ſure ſhe will for the future abhor their 


very name. Thus would ſhe frequently 


interrupt her ſtory to exclaim—and indeed 
too juſtly—againſt bringing up people's 


ſons in that vile London, where nothing was 
to be be learnt but vice, and how to for- 


get, as ſoon as poſſible, the few good in- 


ſtructions they may perhaps have got 
While under their parents care; but as 7 
have not forgot how impertinent thoſe an- 
notations appeared to my impatience, | 
will ſpare you that mortification, and pro- 
ceed to my ſtory in as few words as pot- 


fible, ſince I cannot give it yoly in das 


of the heroine herſelf. 8 


She declares, her heart almoſt died 


within her when left to herſelf, and owns 


ſhe would have given worlds to have been 
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as expeditiouſly conveyed back to her cot- 


age as ſhe had been tranſported where ſhe 
was; but revived on conſidering how 
much more dreadful it would have been 
to me, had I been weak enough to have 
taken ſuch a tour, than any thing that 5 


was likely to befall herſelf, | 
Thus, for near an hour, had ſhe leiſure 
given her to muſter up what little ſtock 


of courage ſhe was poſſeſſed of, in order 


to ſupport her in the expected interview. 
Her fears had raiſed a thouſand fright- 
ful ideas in her mind, which ſhe en- 
deavoured in vain to ſtifle, when the door 
opened, and, inſtead of the tender doat- 
ing mother, preſented to her aſtoniſhed 
ſight—gueſs, Charlotte, who it was that 


in an inſtant threw himſelf on his knees 
before her, and in a perfect extacy ſeized 


her gentle hand yes, Charlotte, gueſs, 


It you Can, with all your boaſted ſagacity, 


who this hero, this ingenious Knight- 


Frrant was.—But, to keep you no longer 


in ſuſpenſe, it was no other than the re- 
F nowned, 
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noumed, the gallant Colonel Jones. — 
Heavens! you cry, is it poſſible >—The 


friend, the companion of your Harry |— 
The man who has ever been treated with 


the kindneſs of a ſon by all your family! 5 


— Has he dared thus to violate every tie 
of friendſhip, honour, and reſpe&t?—Yes, 
my dear, he has indeed—even he. But 
what are theſe conſiderations to men of 
his exalted genius? Remember, Char 
lotte, I never liked him.—But why men- 
tion that? — This innocent frolick will 


ſurely not juſtify my prejudice; this was 


meerly to paſs an hour or two for want 


of ſome other amuſement, nothing more. | 


No my fears are over let me indulge 


| the inclination I, and I am ſure you muſt 


feel, to laugh at the truly ridiculous 
figure my ſwain muſt have made when, 
inſtead of the ſoft white hand of your 


friend, he preſſed the cold, withered and 


bony ons of good old Sarah, who, to 

compleat his tranſport, with great gravity 

and pony gently laid aſide her veil, 
and 


—_ 
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and ſtood confeſſed not, indeed, the 


lovely Clariffa—tho* a much more ſtaid 
and venerable perſon, had he been wiſe 
enough to think ſo — but her nurſe. 
Heavens! my dear creature, how I enjoy 
the ridiculous idea! What a delightful 
picture would this make!—Oh, for the 
pencil of the inimitable Hogarth, to.do 
juſtice to the comic ſcene Have you 


recovered your gravity, that I may raiſe 
my proſtrate - lover from his humble poſ- 
ture, and by one kind glance ena | 


his timid, honourable paſſion ? 


Neither Sarah's words, by her own con- 
feſſion, nor much leſs mine, who did not 
ſee it, can expreſs the aſtoniſhment, rage, 


and viſible ſhame that inſtantly appeared 


on the countenance of my diſappointed - 


 beau—he even, for a moment, leemed 
much inclined to doubt his ſenſes, nor 
could eaſily be perſuaded that all he ſaw 


was not a dream. This venerable nymph, 
however, encouraged by the confuſion ſhe | 


ſaw him in, convinced him he Was really and 
indeed 
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indeed awake, by aſking him with great 


| OI, the cauſe of all that ſurpriſe he 
| ſeemed to expreſs, on ſeeing the perſon he 
had, with ſo. much trouble and ſecrecy, 
ordered to be brought there? and added, 
a more friendly, tho' leſs ceremonious re- 


ception, would indicate more true pleaſure 


than all thoſe violent tranſports he was 


pleaſed to expreſs for the honour ſhe had 
done him confeſſed, ſne was ſenſible how 


very far ſhe had deviated from that pru- 


dent and reſerved conduct which her ſex, 
and eſpecially one of her tender age, ought 


to obſerve; but what would not the plea- 
ſing hopes of ſeeing a fond and impatient 


mother induce a young creature to do, who 
had for ſo many years—till now—in vain 
fighed for that felicity I beſeech you, 
Sir, inform her I am here, and, with all 

due reſpect, wait the happy moment When 
TIF may throw myſelf at her feet. He ſtamped 
and bit his lips moſt unmercifully, nor 


could utter one word diſtinctly enough to 


5 be 1 ads One moment he would turn to 


5 N | her, 
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her, as if to threaten her with vengeance, 
but on ſeeing the reverend figure, drew 
back, aſhamed of having been ſo abomina- 
bly duped then fly to the door, muttering 
ſuch expreſſions as honeſt Sarah would not 
ſo much as attempt to repeat. Thus, for 
an hour almoſt, did he traverſe: the room 
in agony, with ſhame at the thoughts, no 
doubt, of the ſtriking figure he ſhould 
make if ever this gallant adventure came 
to be known, and yet at a loſs in what 
manner to prevent it,” and at the ſame time 
get rid of his fair miſtreſs. —It is natural to 
_ ſuppoſe theſe were the ſubjects of his me- 
ditations.—At laſt, weary with ſtudy, and 
unable to come to any immediate reſoluti- 
on, he, darting a look at the good old lady, 
which did not convey any very tender ſen 
timent, flung out of the room, as if in 
abſolute deſpair, in WAR manner to diſ- 
miſs her. e 
Lou may believe, the poor creatures 
heart felt no greater tranquility than his 


own; ſhe endeavoured, however, to arm 
herſelf 


. Tas HISTORY or 


| herſelf with patience, perſuaded that no 
d follow, 
| fince it was evident ſhame was the Chief 


very dreadful conſequence wou 


paſſion that raged in his breaſt ; ſhe was 


rather puzzled how, or in what manner to 
get back to B, dut as ſhe had been only 
a a day on the road, imagined it could be at 


no very great diftance, and hoped to pre- 


vail on the good people of the houſe to 
-procure her a carriage, ſhe having no cauſe 


to conceal herſelf from their notice, as her 


age and venerable figure would certainly 


preſerve her character from ſcandal in the 


_ viſit ſhe had made, however extraordinary 


it might appear in every other reſpect. She 
determined, which indeed was but civil, 
to leave the gallant Colonel the honour of 


explaining the myſtery to them, in what · 
ever manner he thought moſt agreeable. 


Thus reſolved, ſhe very compoſedly 


waited the event, when a moment aſter a 


country looking girl entered, and with 
great gravity preſented her a billet doux, 


which having done ſhe retired, leaving the 


a 


teiſure. 


How very 7 IR it was, „ Charlows, {5 
that the damſel could read, for what a 


mortifying circumſtance it would have 


been, had the heroine of ſuch an adven- 
ture diſcovered ſo dreadful a defect in her 


education But, luckily for her credit, 


ſhe, with the help of her ſpectacles, made 
ſhift to conquer this difficulty. The pur- 


port of the billet was. after threatening 


her moſt unmereifully if ſhe refuſed to 
beg ſhe would conceal this affair from her 
young miſtreſs, at leaſt as much of it aspoſ- 
ſible, particularly that he was the perſon, - 
and left her at liberty to name any other 
for the hero ſhe pleaſed. Very kind, 


you'll allow. If ſhe would comply with. 
this requeſt, he would, early the next 
morning, order her to be conveyed to the 


place where ſhe was taken up, and alſo 
give her a purſe that ſhould amply reward. 


her for the trouble of her journey. He 
added, he would himſelf come in half an. 
- _  haas 
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mentioned, and was, therefore, ready to 
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hour for her anſwer, and again hinted an- d 
other kind of treatment, in caſe ſhe re. r 
fuſed. You may believe ſhe was not over MW i 
curious to try whether he would keep his 
word as to the menaces he ſo furiouſly 


make peace on honourable terms, not a 
little pleaſed that her journey back again 
was one of thoſe offered, though deter- a 


mined to make no Promiſes which ſhe WW : 
oc not p . | 


He came, and made A figure 1b 
more ridiculous than you can poſſibly 
imagine; attempted, though with a very 
bad grace, to make a joke of the affair; 


offered her the money, which ſhe, however, 


thought proper to reject with no {mall 
diſdain, and only promiſed, diverting as 
it was, not to make the joke public. 
However droll the ſtory might be to 
others, he left her but half pleaſed with 
it himſelf, telling her the chaiſe ſhould 
be ready by fix in the morning, and late 


as it then was, ſhe ſaw him from the win 


25 


ej 


Miss CLARISSA B.—. 115 


dow mount his horſe, and mak A ſervant 
ride off, leaving her to ſpend the even- 
ing in whatever manner ſhe pleaſed. 

Some moments after, the ſame elderly 
perſon ſhe firſt faw,-and who ſhe found | 
was the miſtreſs of the houſe, came and 
begged ſhe would oblige them with 
| her company at ſupper. She followed 
without heſitation, perfectly unconcerned 
at the conjectures they might form, being 
perſuaded her beau muſt have made the 
moſt ridiculous figure of the two. - 

She found a very decent man, who was 
maſter of the family, and from the be- 
haviour of both, ſhe concluded they were 
ignorant of the vile ſcheme the Colonel in- 
tended to have put in practice, and, there- 
fore, imagined that place was only to 
have been my firſt ſtage, had I favoured 
him with my company. What ſtory. he 
might have invented ſhe knew not, but 
no queſtions were aſked concerning her 
viſit, whatever they might conjecture. 
7 Ns, converſed Wy ſociably of indiffe- 
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rent things til bed time, then told her the 


carriage would be ready in the morning, 
and conducted her to a neat little bed- 


chamber, where ſhe repoſed herſelf with 
great tranquility, without the leaſt fear of 


being eee by the intruſion of her 
ſWwain. 

In the morning ſhe again put herſe if 
under the protection of her old guide, 
who was, no doubt, much amazed at his 
maſter's taſte in his amours, on diſcover- 
ing her to be ſo very reverend a figure, 
for ſhe now no longer concealed her 
beauties from him, as her romantic jour- 
ney was ſo near concluded. She took a 


civil leave of the good people, and in due 
time was ſet down, after a very pleaſant 
| Journey, at the _ where ſhe ſet * on 


her tour, * 
And thus, . ad this 5 


lightful adventure, of which it is impoſ- 
fible to form any idea ſufficiently ridicu- , 


lous. You may believe, I durſt on no 
account diſcover to Harry who was the 
| author 


_ caſe, for heaven knows what might—nay, 
what certainly would-—have followed, had 
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author of ſo vile a ſcheme, Copied th P 


conſequence muſt be dreadful; I was 5 
therefore obliged to inſiſt on Sarah's con- 


cealing his name, and aſſuring him ſhe 
really did not know, nor had ever ſeen 
the perſon before.” If ever an untruth 
was pardonable it was ſurely ſo in this 


told him it was his friend the Colonel 
that had proved himſelf ſo baſe and un- 


worthy that diſtinction. With ſome dif- 


ficulty J prevailed on her to keep the ſe- 
cret, though not till I had, in the moſt 


lively colours, painted to her the imi- 
nent danger Harry would be involved in, 
if ſhe did not oblige me. It was this, and 
only this conſideration that had any weight, 


| as the wiſhed for nothing more than to 


as he juſtly deſerves, bur fince ſhe found 
that could not be done without the utmoſt 
danger to mx friend and protector, ſhe 
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Was hc to lay aſide all thought C 
- revenging the affront. 


But how ſhall I deſcribe to you Tl $ 
rage and diſappointment, "on being told 
ſhe could give no. account of the perſon 
who had dared to offer it? Never in my 
life did I ſee him in ſo violent a paſſion, 
Yes, Charlotte, he even blamed me for 


having tempted him to ſuffer any one to 


go but himſelf to diſcover the villain who 


had thus dared to intend him ſo irtepar- 


able an injury. —But depend upon it, 
Clara, ſaid he, I will never reſt till I dif- 
cover and puniſh him as he deſerves. All 


my influence, all my ſmiles were now 
ſcarcely ſufficient to calm his rage. By a 


thouſand ſoft and gentle perſuaſions I at 


laſt, however ſubdued it, and endeayour: . 
ed to perſuade him it was revenged in a 


more mortifying manner already, than by. 
any other method it could poſſibly. be,! 

Heavens! Charlotte, how I rejoice that 
I was inſpired. with ſo neceſſary a caution! 
I naw find he only waited with patience 


till 


+4 


Miss CLARISSA.- Bo” 


till Sarah's s return, having pleaſed himſelf 
with the hope that my ſcheme, with which 

I was ſo diverted, would not only amuſe 
me, but more certainly diſcover the truth 
and perſon, than if he had gone himſelf, 
as the appearance of a man, inſtead of the ; 
expected fair one, would undoubtedly 
have alarmed the hero, who would moſt 
certainly, have ſhunned ſo diſagreeable a 
meeting. Neither, indeed, did he then' 
know where the place of rendezvous was, 
nor durſt aſk any queſtions of the guide, 
leſt he ſhould ſuſpect his deſign and fruſ- 
trate his purpoſe by informing his maſter. 
This was his ſcheme, Charlotte, while I, 
with great fimplicity, believed him quite 
charmed with mine. Have. I. not great 
reaſon, I ſay, to rejoice that I have difap - 
pointed his raſh, and perhaps fatal, pur- 
pole ? He has but half forgiven me, not- 

| withſtanding all my eloquence and gentle 
condeſcenſion but is not this very diſ- 
pleaſure the moſt tender and convinęing 
proof of his conſtant, unabated affection? 

| „„ 1 
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f Moſt undoubtedly it is, though FA 


of it, ſince every word, every look, de. 
clares this pleaſing truth in the moſt agree 
| _— and engaging manner. | 
Adieu, my dear girl, be chankful with 
me that providence has preſerved me from 

ſo fatal a ſnare, and pray that it may be 
the laſt attempt of the kind I may ever 
experience, Farewell, e me 8 5 
with great truth. 85 8 
| Claas Bo, 


LETTER xx. 
To the S AME. 


E 8. my dear C harlotte, 5 am now 
convinced my misfortunes will never 
end but with my life; the inſult offered 
me by that vile Jones is but the prelude 
to thoſe other mortifications I am unavoid- 


ably doomed to ſuffer. Judge, my dear 


friend, what was my aſtoniſhment, the 


other day, when entering the parlour, I | 


found 


wanted not this, Charlotte, to aſſure me 


tl 


2 


I 
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found Mr. Brown in deep contin... 
with Mr. and Mrs. Bellmour !—L gueſſed, 5 
but too eaſily, by his guilty looks: what es 
had been the ſuhject of their conyerſation, | 
| He ſoon after took his leave, without EX- | 
plaining himſelf in any more intelligible 
manner, nor indeed was there the leaſt oc- 
caſion for it, as they ſpoke but too plainly - 

his ridiculous purpoſe ; but. leſt I ſhould _ 
| not comprehend. the- amazing felicity of 
| which they meant to inform me, Mrs. 
| Bellmour deſired me to follow her to ber 
room. : 

It is impoſlible, Charlotte, to deſcribe 

to you the tremour I was in, or the emo- 
| tions her orders occaſioned j in. my heart; 3 
it beat and fluttered as it would have left 
my breaſt, and flown to that of the amiable 
Harry for protection, againſt 1 the pains it 
was going in a moment to receive. 

When we were ſeated, Clara, ſaid ſhe, 
I am ſorry I; cannot keep the promile.1 
| made you never again to mention Mr. 
| Brown to you as a lover; he has warmly 
v G ©: mel 
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ſolicited our intereſt in his favour, and a, 
ſome circumſtances are changed ſince he 
firſt made propoſals, you muſt, my dear | 
girl, excuſe me if I acknowledge that your 
compliance in this affair would give me 
Pleaſure; he is a man of ſenſe and worth | 

much eſteemed by the beſt people in the 
country, his fortune, tho? not very afflu 
ent, yet ſuch as I am ſure you would no 
object to. His age, I own, is not fo ſuits 
ble to yours, yet, ſurely, this is not an 
objection of any very great weight, nap 
many inſtances might be brought to proye 
the contrary ; but I will leave all to your 
own natural good ſenſe and obliging di 
poſition, of which I have wy ſo many 
Pr oofs.- | 
Believe me, my dear Clara, it gives me 
the greateſt pain that I am obliged to wipe 
any thing that is in the leaſt diſagreeable to 
vou, but I have reaſons for my condudt 
She pauſed, as for my anſwer, but I d 
dumb, fo loſt in thought on what ſhe 
had already faid, it was impoſſible to form 
; a 


tion the 


any that would give ber the Catia 0 
0 no doubt expected. She again went on. $ 
Ir | Shall I, my dear child, confeſs to you 


me motives that have induced me to yield 
ie Wl my conſent to Mr. Brown's propoſals [= 
h, know you generous, and that your gentle ; 


nature would not ſuffer you to injure, even 
| in thought, any one, much leſs thoſe for 
whom J am fully convinced you have the 
W utmoſt affe&tion. Harry Bellmour( The men- 
tion of this dear name, in ſpite of all my 
efforts to the contrary, made me bluſh; my 
ace began immediately to glow, conſcious 
as I was what would follow ſuch a begin- 
ning; however, ſhe took no notice of this 
| confuſion, tho? Iwas ſenſible ſhe obſervedit) 
| Harry Bellmour, my dear Clara, has not 


| been able to preſerve his heart from the 
urge force of thoſe amiable perfections and ma- 
le 108 ny engaging qualities of which you are 


bpoſſeſſed, nor do I blame him; he has by 
this, only proved the juſtneſs of his ſenti- 
ments—but, my dear girl, there is a bat 
ems I muſt, tho? with 1 regret, inform you 
hu A 3 
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. 5 joy would we conſent to what I haye 
long ſeen he ſo ardently, ſo fondly expects 

es, I know the ſecret of his heart, 1 
know the hope he has cheriſhed, nor am ! 
ffurpriſed, but blame myſelf for ſo long 
. expoſing him to the power of charms like 
yours, ſenſible. as I have ever been of the 
impoſſibility of ſuch an union. Yet, how 
could I part with you ? how give; up the 
delight I haye ever received from your en 
gaging company ? So dutiful, ſo endear. 
ing in every word and action, could I but | 
feel for you the tenderneſs of the fondeſt 
mother? Yes, m my dear child, ſuch Lever 


muſt feel, and it is my joy that I doo; 


yet muſt I. for reaſons which you, I am 
ſure, would juſtify, were I at liberty to 
impart them, diſapprove my ſon's deſign; 
and you, my. dear Clara, muſt aſſiſt me 
in conquering his paſſion. This, and only 
this, is my motive for preſsing you to li 
ten to Mr. Brown's offer, which tho' in 


every. reſpect fuch as | might pleaſe us, yet 
would 


13 
*. 


„. 


can thoſe reaſons be, the : 
ſons, which ſhe'is not at liberty to reveal? 
At cannot be my birth, ſhe did not, even 
in the moſt diſtant manner, ſeem to hint at 
that mortifying circumſtance. What then 
can it be? Thinkfor een 


Chis 
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would 1 not urge you to comply did F not : 


hope you might be extremely happy, and 
at the ſame time conquer in Harry an af- 


fection which can only ſerve to torment 


him, as it is impofsible his deſires can ever 


be complied with. I do not expect an im. 5 


mediate anſwer to my propofal-—conſi 
of it, my dear girl, and let me, by you 


determination, judge of your affection for 


thoſe who love you with the utmoſt ten- 


derneſs.— She left me in a eee it 18 
impoſſible to deſcribe. 8 


What a proof is this ſhe requites't=— — 
Alas! J fear it is impoſsible hat 
will become of my dear Harry? How Will 
he bear to be thus cruelly convinced? How 
very juſt my fears have ever been WI 
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F 8 cauſe of ſo much woe--- Adviſe me, nix 
; dear friend tell me, muſt I, can I, make 
ſo great afacrifice ?.--Will nothing leſs da? 
Write to me---yet, do not, oh r not, add 
your influence in favour of what my heart 
will die rather than endure. Senſible as] 
have ever been of the infinite obligations! 
am under to this generous family, yet tell 
me, Charlotte, muſt I, am I really obl- | 
ged to give ſo dreadful a proof of my gi 
=— titude as this ſhedemands?---What will be 
_ come of me, my dear friend? who will ad 
=_ . viſe me, who direct me, in ſo important 
3 an affair? Had I been inclined to conſul 
'  _ Harry--which yet I think I ſhould no, 
as I too well knew the pain this affiir 
- would have given him, and that all his in 
guence on his father would have been to 
; weak to make him change his cruel pur 
poſe had I been inclined, I ſay, to conſult 
5 bim, my deſire could not have been i 
So dulged, as he is from home, nor will te 
1 turn, I much fear, in time to ſave me fron 
the miſery I muſt, whatever I reſolve of 
bo ſuffer. Aden 


— 
2 D — = * om 1 _ DR - \ = 
- : —— _ = - . gg - 
= rs" 8 r a ar FRF 3 3 0 = 2 Key Drage an fe, 1 « 
\ * * 2 x 7 28 71 5 ©; Tk KA 4 OF 6 Firm: cv 2 n L * 
— ” a Jl nd 8 ot es 8 * 0 0 — ts” EP 4 — 
8 . * Fr 3 & - A 3 5 
F ESE IgeT; IO Ls Ck aps ce e => n , N 
* &d — 1 4 > —. 2 = 8 > -l . 94 75 - YT 7 Y 80 3 
. „ eee eee. - , CCC „„ 
2. r DAS _ FSC $a" 2 l en r ro p4 4 
F "Eo ons, e * 
— — * "1 * 7 
— — op po ate ot , 
C_ — we, - - 
8 r . 
. 2 — — r Py * r 0 Ys 
— hy 9 * bao oe: > 
d. e Wan 1. 8 N D 
ry et au? 2 A - * 3 : 
— — 4 4 
> * fc 


= wt 3". 
2 + " 
"= 3 y 
Meg - 
4 


— 
e 
r 


. 
3 


— 


2 — 
— 


—_— 
— 2 
* + B 
ay. R _— PX FO 
e 6, 


— —ü— 
8 rene) 
* 

82 1 
Werne e 
"xe 8 
3 $ 
ee rin 


Ns. a 


ras 
OY Dn r ee 


Mes CLARISSA Bu 2 


Adieu, my dear friend, pity, for 1 am 
_ miſerable, Your 
Es Cana "why 


LETTER XXI. 


Fa the 8 AME. N 
LAS! my dear Charlotte, my fate is 
is at laſt determined. I am in a 
ſew days to leave B—, and all thoſe dear 
friends that have, till this cruel affair, 
been ever ſo ſweetly kind and indulgent. 
Yes, Charlotte, I muſt leave this peace» 
ful dwelling, muſt no longer enjoy the ſo- 
ciety of my generous benefactors . or 
their too amiable ſon. 8 
Lwas ſitting, with a heavy heart, revoly- 
ing in my mind the converſation 1 had 
gaged in, and endeavour- 
ing to prevail on that heart to obey the 
cruel commands it had received, con- 
vinced my duty and gratitude require that 
ſacrifice, when Mrs. Bellmour, with look 
more mild and gentle than I had reaſon 
to _— entered my apartment, . where 
G 135 f mm 
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the fob me loſt in thought, and by: my 
looks too plainly diſcovered the agony 
and diftreſs with which my * was tor- 
tured. 
I come, my dear Clara, ald By to free 
you, if poſſible, from the pain Tam ſenſible 
Fou at preſent feel. I have conſidered, my 
een pon: te: vcd 
| from the fears you entertain on Mr, 
Brown's account, and at the ſame time be 
the moſt likely means to conquer in my 
Aon that paſſion he muſt, on no conſiden 
tion, encourage. After a thouſand reflec- 
tions on the ſubject, I have at laſt formed 
- - a reſolution, which will, I hope, 
your approbation, as it will not only in 
8 n nn E US from Our fears on 
Harry's account, but alſo be a means to 
procure you a "great deal of e 
elt may be to ſee you ſettled in a manner 
© -agrecable ee our wiſhes) and-though h 
point of intereſt this offer is certainly ſuch 
as we could not object toy: yet _ 
. + 0 evi 
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| viſit to cope ute "Shedwa, 


break oft all hopes of that dam h 


evidently took motives of ant and grati- 8 
tude only that you would ace 
determined not to require ſo mo * 
a proof of that affection of hicli we are 
already perfectly ſenſible; but as there is 


Id ad 


acceptit, „we ne 


an abſolute neceſsity for putting a ſton to 
that paſsion I ſee daily encreaſing in my ſan, 
and as your abſence from B, fur ſane 
time, is the moſt probable means to eſſet 

this deſired end, will you, my dear 
Clara, conſent with chearfulneſs to pax: = ; 


for you, and will, " * certain, penny 


at this opportunit nce you her 
profeſsions were not more frequent that 
ſincere. To ſay how much pain ade e | 
ration will coſt me 18 VANE \ ou OW: 


Pt e uſtice in thong 'S 
love you with a tenderneſs: no words can 
expreſs. But, my dear girl, let this ws 
to you the abſolute neceſsity 
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am, and have long been, ſenſible my ſon 
has with ſuch pleaſure projected. After 


myſelf. my Clara will feel ſome, at leaving 
thoſe friends for whom ſhe has ever ſhewn 


ſo much affeftion and eſteem —after 
Mrs. Rowe's family, meet with ſo many 


- civilities, and with her daughter partake 
of ſo many amuſements, that I am per- 
ſuaded you will have no cauſe to regret 


* hay) obliged us by gi her, for 
— ving 


the favour of your com. 


pany; 5 favour, you, my dear, are ſen- 


9 


ſible ſne has ſo very often earneſtly: re- 


queſted. My neice is perfectly amiable, 
and will be charmed with a companion ſo 
ble and engaging. Tell, me, can 

you with pleaſure accept her invitation? 
Could I, Charlotte, feel that ſatisfac- 
tion ſhe fo kindly deſired? Was it poſſible 
lar me to rejoice in being thus baniſhed 


from the preſence of theſe dear friends, 
and the too lovely object of my firſt, my 


only 


7 BB EO TH ET WS 
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only affections? ?—Alas! I too well knew, - 
however delicately this baniſhment was 


pronounced, 1t was yet to ſeparate me for- | 
ever from all I held dear.on earth. ws en- 


deavoured, however, with a tolerable grace 


to aſſure her I would, with the utmoſt 


readineſs, accept the favour ſhe intended me, 
but with greater truth aſſured her, ſhe had 


„ 
= 


made me infi nitely happy by freeing me 
from Mr. Brown's addreſſes. Much more 
was ſaid to teſtify my gratitude for that, | 
as well as every other obligation. 1 con- 


tinually received from her and her family, 


for whom J ſhould ever retain the moſt 


ſincere reſpect and affection. 


After a thouſand kind and obliging | 
promiſes ever to look upon me as her 
daughter, and aſſuring me I ſhould og 


from her every. poſt, it was concludec 


that I ſhould take the opportunity "of 
Harry's abſence — Who is not yet. returned 55 
; not that my viſit i is. 


——to leave B 
to be kept a r from him, as that 
would be impollible, but it was judged 
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moſt prudent to ſpare him pains of 
parting ,—Oh!. Charlotte, was it not ra 


ther that they feared the weakneſs of your 


friend, though ſhe had too much delicacy 
to expreſs her ſentiments more plainly? 

Tes, my dear friend, I am born to be 
wretched.—Was not the fatal doom pro- 


nounced at my unhappy birth? — What 
boo then have I left ?—not one kind ray 


© chear the gloomy proſpect. What are 


Ui thoſe gaieties, thoſe amuſements to me, 


whoſe heart is diſtreſſed and torn with a 
thouſand « cares and fruitleſs anxieties ? Is 
It poſsible I ſhould with joy partake } in the 
diverſions with which that gay and much 
admired place ſo muchabounds?—O, no— 
they do not, even in idea, yield me the 
Fmalleſt conſolation, nor will they, with all 


for a moment, make me forget my misfor- 
tunes. No, Charlotte, they have not any 
charms for me, however coveted and en- 
joyed by others. But adieu. I muſt now 


begin my melancholy taſk, I muſt prepare 
for 


eir boaſted perfections, I greatly fear, ever 


Miss CUARISSA | 


for that journey which is going to make 


me che moſt e creature alive. 


| CLartsSA 1 


LETTER XXI. 
To the SAME. 


Bluſh to Klee that I have; now 
been in town above three weeks, and 
have not, till this day, found an oppor- 
tunity to inform my dear Charlotte of my 
arrival; my mind. was ſo diſtreſſed and 
miſerable for the firſt week, that I found 


it impoſsible, and it was not without the 
utmoſt pain I could prevail on myſelf to 


write a few lines to my dear Mrs. Bell- 
mour, which was yet abſolutely my duty, 
and what eyen civility required. I have 
heard from her twice, in the moſt obliging 
manner.—0, Charlotte, Harry was not 
then returned, nor yet knows the amazing | 

change in my affairs! But let me not in- 
dulge my pen on that too pleaſing, pain- 
ful lubject;.! it muſt, ry dear friend, in- 
deed 


Lg . 


2 
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deed i it muſt, be for ever baniſhed. from 
my memory... _ 1 
As you are no firanger t. to a gay 
place, there is no neceſsity for my at. 
tempting a deſcription of it, neither would 
you, from that I ſhould be able to give 
you, form any very juſt idea, had I the 
vanity to try the extent of my genius on 
a fubject fo copious; but, believe me, | 
find not the ſmalleſt inclination to ex- 
poſe my want of capacity-on the occaſion, 
nor am I much more inclined to deſcribe. 
to you my furprite at all the wonderful 
things I have ſeen, but rather intreat you 
to recolle& what you experienced your. 
felf on your firſt viſit, which I am 


certain will furniſh you with many more 


agreeable, as well as juſt remarks, than 
any I can paſsibly make. This pretty 
turned compliment will, I hope, induce 
you to pardon me, if you had promiſed 
yourſelf any amuſement from knowing 
my thoughts on tlie beauties of yur ad- 
mired town. CE 


* 


Thus . by hy of ack or pre- | 
face; let me now tell you, that I was re- 


ceived by. Mrs. Rowe and her amiable 


daughter in the, moſt friendly and. agree - 
able manner. I never ſaw Miſs Rowe be- 


fore, though her mother has ſeveral times 
been to. viſit. Mrs. Bellmour, and ever ex- 


preſſed great eſteem and friendſhip for me. 


| have reaſon to believe her daughter will 
indeed merit all thoſe praiſes, I have ſo 
often heard beſtowed upon her. Her bro- 


| ther too, Charlotte -I fear you'll not for- 
give me for leaving him the laſt, when 1 
| tell you he wears a cockade, and is, to 
ay truth, no very deſpicable figure; but 
1 have already had ſo frightſul an adven- 
ture with one red coat, that you may be- 


lieve I am not greatly prejudiced in favour 
of the reſt, though 1 have certainly no 
right to expect ſuch gallantry from the 
whole race. The caſe was different then; 
my ſwain wanted a little innocent amuſe- 
ment to divert the tedious hours, while 


1 baniſhed from the charmin g town, and 
| Yery Judiciouſly choſe that moſt ſuited. to 


the 
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writing. I have not ſeen a pen employed 


ire romantic ideas. An in. 
tile, would have 


1 inf 
trigue, in the com 
been nothing new, and 
— his trouble; but to get his miſtreß 
into his power by a ſcheme ſo very clever 
and ingenious, muſt no doubt have been 
perfectly delightful, and could not fail w 
afford him many agreeable and pleaſing 
reflections ever after. 

I fear, Charlotte, I ſhall not be able 
continue fo punctual a correſpondent as 
for if I may judge by 
What little I have ſeen of a town life, 1 
think I may, with juſtice, conclude ther 
is bur a ſmall portion of time allowed for 


on any more important occaſton than 
to ſettle the time and of a quadrill 
party, or ſome other of equal conſequence, 
fince I have been in this hurrying Þ place; 
nor indeed do I ſee a poſſibility of f 
time for any other. To be able to nr 
a card, in the proper form and ſtile, is al 


that is required of the ladies here, EK 


give up the pleaſing ſfatisfaftion” I receive 
from it, for all that imagmary happinel 


reviſit its peaceful ſhades! — Bu 
already rerurning, in i e of my ery 


Miss CLAR 1 SSA 


that is ſo generally the ſame that it needs 
no very bright genius to excel in that art. 
How much true pleaſure do they loſe by 
thus neglecting to converſe with their ab. 
ſent friends! For my part, 1 would 


they are for ever ſo eagerly purſuing 


for that it is imaginary, — to me 
clear, beyond diſpute. Are 1 am 
every day more fatigued with doing in 


fact nothing than ever I was in the co 


try with walking a mile or twyo to 


agreeable friend, or to enjoy tl 
of ſome delightful proſpee 
lotte, when ſhall I again be permitted $0 


weak reſolution, to char ſubfſe 


alone my pen obeys without debe 1 8 ; 
Let can I ſo ſoon forget the many de- 5 
es Muſt 


lenken hours 1 have # 15 | edt] oy 
on the continual engaging NS I 


* 


% 
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hour received of the moſt tender affectio 
and eſteem?—O, my dear friend, uſe all 
your eloquence, ſhew me, in your per- 
ſuaſive language, the ingratitude I ſhould 
be guilty of not to tear from my breaſt x 
paſſion fo ill placed. I will endeayour to 
obey the cruel command, though heaven 
knows what that effort will coſt me. 
Jam ſent for, Charlotte, the dinner 
waits. I will not finiſh this till ſome other 
| opportunity, as I intended, when I 
' - - Jo have been much more particular in ih 
Ko -account of my new ſituation. To-mort 
1 may, perhaps, be in a diſpoſition 
conclude it agreeably than I ſhould 
U were I to end it now; till then adieu. 
| lotte, and will endeavour to fulfil 
' __ _ hIvely than when I laid it down; t 
find it a matter of no ſmall diff. 


* 


e ee ee 


| refuſe her my friendſhip, if I 


7 . 8 was in our remapers and inch 


Miss CLARISSA 


your friends will, 1am ſenſible, to 
pear of conſequence. = K 
Mrs. Rowe is a moſt endes woman, 
and her daughter perfectly amiable. The 
latter obligingly aſſured me the pleaſure 
of my company was a favour ſhe had very 
long ſincerely wiſhed for, and had often 
entreated. her mother to intercede with 


Mrs. Bellmour for that happineſs. As 


ſhe never was bleſſed with a ſiſter, ſhe 


| with great ſweetneſs tells me, I ſhall ſup- 


ply to her that loſs, and 


ropes I will not 


thy that diſtinftion. After tea, and 
firſt formal:ties were over, Mrs. Rowe 
deſired her to ſhew me my ap 


which ſhe kindly told me ſhe had order 


near that of her daughter, moans 
ed we e — ogether 


nations, ſhe was not decerve 


wy thanks for the abliging compliment. 


and with pleaſure followed my fair guid 


* gh Tur HI STO RT o 


She tells me this is not the houſe tl ey 
Rod: in when you was in town. It is 
fituated in Pall-mall, which lam told is 
one of the beſt ſtreets in town. I found 
a perfectly neat bed-chamber, .and ſmall, 


pleaſed me particularly was, the vitw! 
have from my window of that noble and 
ſpacious opening, St. James's park. This 
unhoped for proſpect in a town, you may 
believe, gave me infinite pleaſure. She 
begged I would imagine myſelf at home, 
and uſe every thing in their houſe with the 
ſame freedom. Her maid is now to divide 
her labours between us, and is, Miß 
Rowe aſſures me, an Abigail perfect 
verſed in the myſteries of the toilet, and all 
modern faſions 1 329) 
Mere it poſſible a to mean 
city, removed as I am from B and al 
its dear inhabitants, my preſent” ſituation 
we afford me a Le al 
IT will endeavour to appear ſo, leſt 1 ul 
= os | ſeem 
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Miss CLARISSA 
ey W {cm ungrateful for the contin : 
is WM 1 every day receive from my new frien 
4 had yeſterday a letter from my dear 


nl Mrs. Bellmour, full of the moſt flattering 

al. promiſes neyer to forget nor ceaſe to love 

bi me. Harry is returned; and, ſhe con- 

feſſes, was in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, on 

being told I was, gone, but as he faid no- 

| thing particular, they did not chuſe t 
come to any explanation with him con- 

cerning the reaſon. of my journey, but 

told him it was in conſequence of à pre. 

ſung invitation from Mrs. Rowe, who had 

ſo frequently ſolicited that favout; and 

my having juſt then ſo favourable an op- 

| portunity, of going with Mrs. Biddulp¾m, 

which you know I did. Probable as all 

this appeared, ſhe eaſily ſaw he gave but 

little credit to it, but ſaid nothing. He 

has ever ſince been ſo melancholy and de- 

| jetted, that they are miſerable, nor know - 

in what manner to proceed. Mr. Bell 

mour is ſometimes of opinion, that to make = 

hum certain of his fate, cruel as it is, will 


Think, my dear Charlotte, what I fuf- 
ed while I read this CADET ws 


* 
* 


d really believe meſo Doss 
not rather affect to believe it, leſt a con. 
ry behaviour ſhould encou rage me to 
diſcloſe to her the troubles of my heart, 
me to beg her influence with 
Mr. Bellmour in my favour? — Heavens 
how very mortifying is the thought! And 
yet, this behaviour is ſtrange. Can ſhe, 


acquainted as ſhe is with his ten thouſand 
amiable perfections, can ſhe, 1 ſay, think 
it poſsible I ſhould be inſenſible to them 
all? — O, no, too fure ſhe knows my 
weakneſs, and fears to encreaſe it, by gw- 


to write my fent- 


ments on the cruel ſubject. 9 
Adieu, Charlotte, Miſs Rowe has ſent 
10 know if a walk in the park will be 


ecable to me, as two young ladies have 


5 ju 
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juſt called to deſire the favour of her 
company and mine. Tou ſee, my dear 
girl, it is not now, as in the dear peaceful 
country, in my power to indulge fo fully 
my ſcribbling humour. Farewell. 

__ 'CLariss4 B- 


LETTER XXII 
To the S AME. 


HAT a taſk have you enjoined 
- me, my dear Charlotte! Eafy as 
it may appear to you, I proteſt it would 
puzzle me not a little to comply with 
your requeſt, however reaſonable; and 1 
tear were I to take a retroſpe& view of 
that time I have paſſed fince my arrival in 
London, I ſhould have- but very ſmall 
reaſon to congratulate myſelf on the uſe 
| I had made of it. Three months are now 
gone, and ſhall I confeſs, that I think the 
only moments of which I can give you 
| any tolerable account, are thoſe ! employ 


in writing to my dear Mrs. Bellmour and 
Jourkclf'? ? | 
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nſipid viſits, where cards ſupply the 
place of converſation, ſteal from me thoſe 
hours which were certainly given us for a 
very different purpoſe.. 'This amuſement 
is now ſo general, that agreeable ſociety 
is utterly baniſhed from the faſhionable 
World. Inſtead of that agreeable, lively | 
wit one would naturally expect to be 

entertained with when a dozen ſmart 
belles and beaux are aſſembled, you are 
no ſooner entered' the room, than ſeated | 
at a card table, where, in ſpite of the 
many politely rude things you are fre. 
quently obliged to bear with, you muſt ſt 
till the hour of taking, leave, and even 
appear to be charmed with the delightful 
party. The crowds of company peopl 
are obliged to keep, is the excuſe pleaded 
for encouraging this ſtupid amuſement; | 
as they very juſtly obſerve, it is not po. 
lible to have an agreeable intimacy with} 
ſo many, and conſequently were they to 
baniſh cards, it would be a taſk too di-1 
ficult to ſu pply their place, by agrecab| 


con- 


14% THE 


/ 


2. 
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converſation with people who are any 
them almoſt ſtrangers to thoſe they vide : 
But, ſurely, this terrible objection might be 
removed, if, inſtead of that croud of com- 
pany they talk of, they would content 
themſelves with a well choſen few, whoſe 
pleaſing ſociety would certainly make 
ample amends for the want of that fo ' 
| much admired buſtle and confuſion; But 
| then the vanity of having your door 
| crowded by coaches and chairs, and 
having it allowed in all companies that 
no one has a more numerous acquaintance; 
this is the charm, Charlotte. Who would 
give up that envied diſtinction for the in- 
114 Joys of friendſnip? From the play- 
houſe, indeed, I have received great plea- 
| fure; that 1 is the only diverſion that has 
W anfvered my expectations. We went the 
| Other night to ſee your juſtly admired 
Garrick perform, who charmed me be- 
| yond expreſſion. As a new face, I was 
honoured with many ſoft glances from the 
| ſmarts that ſurrounded us, particularly a - 
Vol. I. H ¶ . 


dluſter of red coats that Joined Joung | 
Rowe, who was of our party, the fight of 
fi chem gave my beatt a flutter, it did not 
| oon recover, leſt 1 ſhould diſcover - 
B etrant to be one of the number; 1 
Was, however, happily - 
he is in town, it will be almoſt i 
Aran him in ſome of 8 q 


There has been ſo much ſaid both for 


this diverſion, that it would be 

| mption in me to give my ſentiment Wl ; 

on ſo important a ſubject; but I will Jak t 

obſerve, that I think very little t 
ſtruction is likely to be received (uppoſ 

ance calculated he 1 ti 

ce 

the a while o very Weg attention 1 1 

paid to the offered leſſon. The evident ot 

deſign of all the company within my vier, — 

was to ſee, and to be ſeen; this ſeemed u an 

motive for their met: la, 

b | EE US 
1m 


Niss CLARISS! 
1] vas led to my A 


me---ſoft enough, Charlotte, in all reaſon 
and, with great gall Ln! 
every thing he thought w 
vation in the place. He told me the names 
| of all the beauties who that night gra- 


| that account, I ſuppoſe, conferred on meall 
that profuſion of politeneſs.  _ 
| What ſhall I add more Seel my 
time has not been intirely divided between 
cards and the play-houſe land yet, I 
proteſt, I can give you no account of any 
other than that I have beſtowed on them · 
—] bluſh to acknowledge it, Charlotte, 


22n enjoy. But I am determined, if I 


| beaus I mentioned, who, during the play, 
had been ſaying a number of ſoft things to 


7's pointed Out 


the boxes, ſeemed to have a general ac 
quaintance amongſt the belles, and recei- 
ved many gracious ſmiles, in return for the 
elegant bows he honoured. them with. 
He is intimate with young Rowe, and on 


and with a figh look back to thoſe days of 
happineſs and tranquility I ſhall never 


„„ muſt 


* 
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muſt continue in this gay town, to make 
ſome alteration in my way of life, and not 
loſe my time in theſe trifling diſſipations, 
as I find, when called to account for it, ] 
make but an inſignificant figure,----Yoy 
ſee your letter has had a better effect than 

you perhaps intended by your queſtion. 

Miſs Rowe plays agreeably on the 

- harpſichord, and draws prettily. With 
-theſe accompliſhments, and the few I an 
- miſtreſs of, I think we may make ſome 
. conſiderable improvements in our plan, 
Let what is paſt be attributed to the curi- 
fity natural to a ſtranger, and on that ac 
count, in ſome meaſure, excuſable... 4 

letter is juſt brought me from Mrs. Bel 


mour.— Adieu, Charlotte, 
Believe me ever yours. 

* LARA B—. 

l 
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LETTER XXIV. 
To the SAME. 


HEAVENS! Charlotte what 
a letter How ſhall I give you any 
idea of its charming contents? how do 


Juſtice to the tender, delicate ſentiments 


with which it is filled ?-=Need I tell you it 
is from the lovely Harry ?----He vows 
nothing ſhall prevent his following me 
to Lond if he cannot prevail on his 


father to alter his cruel reſolution. He tells 


me he has, in the moſt ſubmiſsive and re 
ſpectful manner, declared to him his ſen- 
timents in my favour, and implored his 


conſent to what alone can make him hap- 


py-but in vain the anſwer he received 
has made him miſerable beyond expreſ- 


ſion. They ſaid a thouſand flattering things 


| in my praiſe, but ſtil} declared he muſt 


endeavour to conquer a paſsion that, if _ 
| Encouraged, could only ſerve to torment 
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Can I indulge his earneſt requeſt, and 
act contrary to my duty ?---may l, 


Charlotte, anſwer his obliging letter, 


without incurring Mrs. Belmour's diſplea- 
ſure ? I would do nothing that might juſt- 
re her, but, fared, that I will 
ſend ſhall give no juſt cauſe, for you may 
depend upon it, I will, with every per- 
afive argument, entreat him not to 
of ſuch a journey, and to yield per- 
fect obedience to his father, who, I an 
convinced, muſt be extreamly unhappy, 
that he is thus obliged to refuſe the re. 
of a ſon he fo tenderly loves. Deter- 
mined as I am to give him this advice, 
I think I may write to him, Charlotte--l 
have never yet anſwered one of the many 


letters I have received, but I am now in 


by keeping bis 
diſpleaſe his family, a6] 
am certain that could not fail to do. 
Heavens ! Charlotte, ſhould he really 
follow me, who will convince them I have 
given him no encouragement? Let they 
Cannot 


Mrs einein 


cannot—it is impoſsible they ſhould be. 
lieve me capable of ſuch ingratitude. 

While I read his letter, I forgot I had 
ever been a moment unhappy. No care, 
no ſorrow, had then a place in my breaſt; 
| believed myſelf miſtreſs of all the felicity 
this world could give; and now, when 1 
cooly reflect on its contents, think I have 
too much reaſon to make a very different 
concluſion — ſo fleeting, Charlotte, and 

uncertain, are all the pleaſures we mon- 

After all theſe inſurmountable obſtacle 
it can be no other than my unfortunate 
birth and want of fortune, for Ia am per- 
ſuaded, I have their ſincere eſteem and 
friendſhip—this they hav S a thouſand 
times declared But it is in vain to ſearch 
tor thoſe reaſons which he only are ac- 
quainted wit. 

Lam going to 1 Mes. Bellmour's 
letter and perhaps her ſon's —adieu. _ 
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LETTER XXY. 
T0 the SAME. 


H! my dear creature, what a ſur- 
priſe I hay ſcarce breath to tell 
you the flutter I am in. Gueſs, my dear 
girl, who has been here to tea. Miſs Rowe 


came up to my room, with more than 
uſual vivacity in her looks, and with great 


gaiety begd me to put on all my airs and 


_ graces, for there was fach a beau i in the 


drawing- room Come and ſee, added ſhe, 


tho' I am half afraid to truſt him with a 
fight of you, as I have determined to 
make a conqueſt of him myſelf, and feat 


my deſign will not be quite ſo eaſy when 
he has once ſeen your Ladyſhip---and1 


proteſt; cried ſhe, you look intolerably 1 
handſome to day---what,' in the name of 


envy, have you been doing to yourſelf 
My brother has ſurely givenyou a hint that 


his friend was to be here, But come down, 


Reg 2 


3 
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ice it muſt be ſo; however, I inſiſt upon 
t you do not treat him even with one? 
mile. Thus ſhe ran on, and would have 


. TY 


continued to run on, had not a Penang 
come to inform us tea waited. ; {17+ 
Downwewent, with e ee 2 
but judge, my dear girl, what mine felt 
on finding, in this formidable beau, my 5 
noble and adventurous knight, Coloneh 
Jones !----Heaven knows how I looked»* 
W but never manmade amore aſtoniſningand 
tidiculous figure than he did; but flatter- 
ing himſelf [though more than half con- 
vinced he was miſtaken] 1 was ignorant ö 
chat he was the hero of that gallant at- 
chievement, he endeavoured to pay his re- 
ſets to me with his uſual freedom and 
politeneſs ; rejoiced much to ſee me in 
London, hoped I left Mr. Bellmour's fa- 
mily well, and that I intended to ſtay at 
leaſt the winter in town.--I too, you may 
believe, tried like him to appear quite eaſy 
and unconcerned, but fancy we neitherſuc- 
ccededverywell in ourdeſign. Whether he by 
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enjoy the violent pleaſure he ſeemed to 


Miſs Rowe; I believe, did not altogether 


I fancy wiſhed it had flowed 
any other cauſe. She appeared more 
d than I expected, notwithſtand 
. ing her declarations in m 


ions in my room, as I then 
magined ſhe meant nothing more than 


; but I now plainly 

eſt than I had 
As I had never mentioned his being of 
our acquaintance in the country, ſhe was 


ttle ſurpriſed to find me ſo intimate 


wit 


— 
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with a town beag.——T ge her, h 


ceived all his abe, with che n 


indifference. | 


eng when e were e ad 


: a whack — which 


ſhe greatly feared would fave! her the 


trouble of attempting the conqueſt the in- 


tended, as it was very evident the heart ne 


meant to captivate, was already in chains. 
J aſſured her it was a prifoner I had not 
the ſmalleſt inclination to retain, nor had 


ever uſed any arts to ſubdue; and that I, 


with great pleaſure, from that moment, 
gave up all the right and title ſhe ĩmagin- 
ed J had over it. I then aſſured her, his 
politeneſs. was meerly owing to the inti- 
macy that had long ſubſiſted between his 
family and that of Mr. Bellmour. 

Pardon me, my dear, cried ſhe, if F 
doubt that being the only cauſe. People 


are not ſo over civil from ſuch very ſober 
_  realons as thoſe Ny mention: However: 
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intimate he may be wich my aunt's fa- 
mily, I am much deceived if that alone 


Would induce him to ſhew. you ſuch vio- 
lent reſpe& and aſſiduity. No, no, my 


dear, men are not ſo over well bred, where 
they have no views, noſelf-love to gratify- 
That fair one has but ſmall chance of 


gaining thoſe diſtinctions, thoſe tender 
| glances he ſo frequently honoured you 
with, unleſs the heart is really touched. 


Point them out a large fortune, indeed, 
and let the owner be either old or ugly 

nay both ſhe may command any degree 
of reſpect ſhe will deign to accept. Is it 
not ſo, Clara, with you people in the 
country? It is, I aſſure you, entirely the 
caſe here. I thank my ſtars I have enough 
to claim ſome ſhare of attention, but you 


| have engaged that of the only perſon from 
whom it would at this time have been ac- 


ceptable.—But take him, Clara, it would 


be in vain ever to expect that heart ſhould 


return whole that has once been ſo en- 


_ tirely your's. I mult endeavour to make 
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2 more fortunate choice, next time 1 _ 


inclined to part with mine 
Whatever Miſs Rowe might fork; wei is 


too amiable to appear . though - 
could not but ſee, in ſpite of her ſmiles, 
| ſhe wiſhed we had not been ſuch very 80 
near neighbours. She is a moſt agreeable * 
girl, and I very ſincerely wiſh I had power 


enough over her favourite' s heart to make 


it her's for ever, on condition it was a 


little refined and purified from its too 


groſs ſentiments, for in its preſent ſtate 


it is not worthy that felicity. 


What fay you, Charlotte, to this un» 
lucky meeting? I always feared it would 


be ſo, as young Rowe has ſo general an 
acquaintance amongſt his brethren of the 
ford. I proteſt, I tremble to think what 


might have been my fate.—But, ſurely, 


he will not dare to attempt any other ſuch 


: enterpriſe, after making ſo poor a figure 


in the laſt !—Indeed, I believe your mili⸗ 


tary men look upon thoſe affairs as agree- 


able trifles, which ſerve to fill up the 
| many 
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our that, without ſuch innocent 
amuſements, would hang vondrous heavy 


on their hands. It is a thouſand pities ſome 
* uſeful employment could not be found to 


prevent their doing miſchief, ſince they 
will not enjoy with gratitude the privilege 
they have of being idle. I beg their par. 


don for the liberty I take with them, but 


let them thank their friend the Colonel 


for giving me this opinion of their morals; 


I will with pleaſure retract it, when 1 
ſee a reformation begun. You, Charlotte, 
cannot condemn my ſentiments, after the 
pretty hiſtory you gave me in your laſt, as it 
ſerved toprovethe mighty power ſouniver- 


ſally aſcribed to a red coat and cockade. 


Be careful I do not hear of your taking a 
trip to Scotland with one of them, —Ex- 
ample is, you know, more prevalent than 
precept.— After all, I ought not to cen- 
ſure the whole for the faults of one.—I 


| therefore, ONCE more, beg their pardon,, 


and, on. condition they will ſuffer me 
to paſs quietly through life, without infiſt- 


Mrs CLARISSA B W 


ing on my being the heroine of a a romance, 


I will own, they are a ſmart ſet of beings, ' 
and no ſmall ornament to any place that is 


honoured with their company. I am alſo _ 
convinced, from what I have ſeen'fince F |. 


came here, that they are, in general, agree - 


able, well-bred men, and moſtly handſome. 


T1 faney thoſe who happen not to be ſo do 
not chuſe to make their defects more con · 


ſpicuous, by going into the army, as a 3 
cockade immediately attracts the notice of 


us females, whom alone they can wiſh to 
pleaſe. This, Charlotte, muſt be the rea- 
ſon why the men of that proteſſion are 1 
generally handſome. _ 

What a diſſertation is. e the 
ſubject is too agreeable to need an apo- 
logy.— 80, * dear girl, adieu. 


Cranissa — 
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TELL, Charlotte, my Cdn the 
Colonel, has been here almoſt 


every "ou fince I informed you of our 


unexpected interview how long that is I 


bluſh to recollect.— A plain proof, how- 
ever, that my intended improvement is 
not very far advanced, notwithſtanding 
my ſpecious pomiſes; it is, nevertheleſs, 
what J fully intend, as ſoon as I have been 
at this one opera. He came yeſterday, to 
beg Mrs. Rowe would allow him the ho- 
nour of attending us to ſee a new one that 
is to be performed tomorrow. It is, he 
aſſured her, to be moſt amazingly fine, 


the muſic and decorations perfectly en- 


chanting. He prevailed, and nothing 


now remains but to Prepare for making 


a figure on the occaſion. The whole 
world, he ſays, is to be there.—-No won- 


der he fears there will be a crowd. 


Miſs 


vF 
5 


: bs 


Miss Rowe b juſt been uk me to 
conſult what colour will beſt ſuit her fair 


complexion, and to ſettle ſome. other 


points equally intereſting and important. 
She infiſted on my uſing no extraordinary 
ornaments on the occaſion, but be ſatisfi- 
ed with the conqueſt I had already made, 


, 


| and not again diſappoint er hopes, as 
ſhe was going with full purpoſe to be the 


death of ſome one, at leaſt, of the thouſand 

beaus we ſhould,” no doubt, ſee indeed 
ſhe threatened to lock up thoſe I already 
had, and was, with. no {mall care, N 


ing. WR ATE . 
I am now Wb 5 3 tha ä 


Colonel believes me ignorant of his having 
made that vile attempt, and, if I may 


judge from appearances, Which indeed are 


but too often deceitful, he is too well 


pleaſed that it ended ſo peaceably ever to. 


think of making a ſecond. He is ſtill per- ; 
fectly polite, but not quite ſo paſſionate. 


Lou may believe this n gives me no 
great mortifieatign..:-/, ;-5: 11 1114- ab 


Adieu 
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_ Adieu—you ſhall have a particular ac 


count of every thing when I return.—t- 


then, without 2 beg in * reforma- 
| . | Cuantra, jy 
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Mrs. Rows, to Mrs. Bersten. 


E] Heavens! my a ſiſter, hu; is 


know in what manner to ſoften to you 
misfortune which yet I moſt not—cannot 
hide.—In what language ſhall T tell you 
the dreadful cauſe of my affliction? How 


make you ſenſible of the grief I ſuffer on 
the dear creature's account ?—But while I 


endeavour to prepare you for this. miſer- 
able accident, I forget you are racked 
with ſuſpence. 5 + 8 
Can l, muſt T tell you your Clair k. 
lot Gone; my dear ſiſter, nor can I, 


become of our amiable. Clariſſa! 
I am half diſtracted while I write, nor 


with. 
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cannot doubt my care of, 
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ure 


creat 
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ble 


the 
pains I know Mr. Bellmour and you 


in thus cruelly robbing us 


ed 
for, 
the 
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theſe fr 
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8 
reflections? Rather let me entreat 


But why do I loſe 


mult ſuffer, of thoſe'T 
leſs 
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uit- 
you 


time 
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her. 
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„to regain 
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m your power, as you 
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u. I hope, preſerve h 
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method 


every 


d 


dreftore 
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to uſe 
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ent her ſnock- 
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d ſorrow, lam 
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ſituation. 
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' bourhood, with ſome PT RES? When _ 
Opera was over, the gentlemen led us to 
our chairs, though not without much dif. 
ficulty, as there was a prodigious crowd. 


Whether the dear girl was put into a 
wrong one, or whether that too favourable 


opportunity was taken to execute any be- 
for C concerted icheme, heaven knows , 3 


but who can deſcribe my amazement and 
ſurprize, on not finding her with' us when 
we were ſet down? I obſerved no one in 
the leaſt particular to her, during the per- 


formance, no circumſtance that can give 


me the {malleſt glimpſe of certainty, on 


whom to fix my ſuſpicions. —Colonel 
Jones, I am poſlitively convinced, led her 


to her chair. What can I ſay more 0h. 


is gone—and I am more miſerable than 


it is in the reach of words to expreſs! 
Depend upon It, nothing i in my power, or 


that of my friends, ſhall be wanting to 


diſcover, if poſſible, the place of her con- 


cealment.— Heaven grant I may ſoon be 


able to ſend you accounts that will 2 


you 


* 


Miss CLARISS 


1 7 


ſtreſs I 


* 


give 


ry letter 


* 


d to 


1 


from the d 


you 


* 


, yet neceſſa 


account 


= 


teve you cannot 


more on the dear ſufferer's 
than does, my dear ſiſter, © your affec- 


* 


by this crue 
Do me the juſtice to bel 


feel 


you, 
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Mrs. Bz.LMour, to Mrs. Rows. 


tionate, 


ee "* N 
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my dear ſiſter, what a ſce 


LAS 


ne 


dreadful letter 


ght !—I have no 


time—nor, 


„to deſcribe to you the 


* 


has your 


my 


IF 


' 
of villa 


Ld 


brought to 


A 
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deed, am I able 


In 


fituation we are 


” AMI s 
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in,. but you m 


haps, be able to judge of it in ſome mea. 
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ſure when J tell you, Harry is ſet out for 


London half diſtracted. Vou know the 
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paſſion 
* 


will be the N 


At was in vain, 


fair from his knowledge; but I was amaz- 
ed to ſee him ſo little aftonithed, 

What could we expect, he ſaid, after 
ſending her from the protection of thoſe 
friends that ought to have preſerved her 
from that or any other inſult ?---For his 

- part, he was not in the leaſt ſurpriſed, — 

This was all he fait. k 

He inſtantly left us, and went, we v 
told, to her nurſe Sarah. This, you may 

believe, appeared very extraordinary, 
we could not imagine her the moſt likely 
perſon to give us that information we fo 
ardently wiſhed for—yet it was there he 
really Sound-1 it. 
Would . believe, the veogs 


out the man who has thus cruelly injured * 


and indeed impoſſible, to conceal this af. 


indeed, no other and he tf 

gueſs, only plated. thi pPWrpoſe he 
had it ſeems long premeditated. We have 
poſitive evidence that our ſuſpicions are 
well founded. Try then, my dear fiſter, 
(endeavour then, I beſeech you, to find 
out the vile ſeducer. Should Harry and 
he meet, heaven knows what would be 
the event; but if any fatal effects ſhould 
follow, our future days muſt, indeed, be 
unſpeakably wretched. Oh, what infinite 


ſorrow do I feel for my poor Clara! He] 


little did imagine her viſit to you would 


have been attended with ſuch unhappy 


conſequences ! Ido not, believe me, ſay 
this as any reflection on you, nor in the 
leaſt doubt your care of, and affection for, 

Mr. Belmour, you may imagine, is 


miſerable on Harry's account, and not leſs 
ſo on my amiable Clarifla's, as he has 


ever loved her with the te 
tather, 
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creature, and by that. means * us to 
that peace we ſo much ſtand-in need of, 1 is 


the Prayer of your, 
| Canouia Beines. 


Len NR. 


Miſs Ciara co Miſs CraRi.oTTE 
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. my dear Charlotte to what 2 
miſerable ſituation am I reduced — 
How ſhall J ever make you comprehend 
the terrors I endure ?—1 write, though 
heaven knows whether you will ever re- 
ceive the melancholy epiſſle. Ohl my 
friend what will become of me ?— What 
miſery do my dear friends at this moment 
ſuffer on my account The amiable, the 
generous Harry too but let me not 
think of that, or 1 ſhall loſe the power to 
ge you the dreadful particulars Oh 
Charlotte! what are my crimes, that I am 
a N thus 


+ 


* 


Miss 


thus cruelly 
ſpair That 
dreadſul ni 
wretch, the tle * Jags. has 0 
night, by an artifice but too ſucceſsful, led 


doubt prepared for bon 9 
poſe, and in another followed me to this 
hated plane i f e cannot 
Who can deſcribe my terror and dre 
ful amazement, when 1 ſet down at a 
houſe I was a ſtranger to, nor could poſ 
ibly gueſs in what part of this vile town it 
Was 2 —- Think, my dear fr iend, ima 
what 1 ſuffered. I was. carried in more 
the arms of the wretch who 
ly betrayed ne- 
When I recovered, 4 found my 
2 bed, ſurrounded / 
one of them ap 
he — 
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| vowed! to 6 Since me how 0 | oe he 


was to ſee me recovered: begged'I would 


allow her to get me a few drops to prevent 


a relapſe, and aſſured me the gentleman 


was inconſolable for the terrors I had ſuf- 
fered, and was gone to aſsiſt my Trends, 
who he hoped would ſuffer no other 
ry than I had done from fo « 
accident. Words ſo foreign to my unhap- 
py misfortune drew my attention 
appeared to me the woman was really de- 
ceived, nor poſſibly knew the villany that 
was intended me. When J was able to 


ſpeak, Ibegged ſhe would tell me what ſhe 


meant by the dreadful accident ſhe men- 


tioned, and affured her thoſe words were 


a perfect myſtery to me, who knew of 
nothing but of -being artfully conveyed 
from my company that fatal night in com- 


ing from the opera. She appeared in ut- 


ter aſtoniſhment, and ſeemed to believe 
my fright had really diſordered my ſenſes 
I convinced her, however, though not 

| | | . 


1 d 
8 : 
. 


{+ 
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without ſome difficulty, that what I told 1 
her was really the cale, „ 

Is it poſlible, ſaid ſhe, that any gentle- 
man ſhould be fo very. baſe ? He affured 
me, when he brought you here, that he | 
had juſt been ſo fortunate as to preſerve 
you from a fire, that had been diſcover- 
ed in your houſe, where he was viſiting, 
with a great deal of other company; beg · 
ed I would take all imaginable care of you 
till his return, as hewas going to aſsiſt your 
family, and to relieve them from pain on | 


your account, by informing them of your 
lafetyꝛ . po 9 12 


0 a vy © a" 7 . i 1 * 13 
1 FIT F435 


What was my amazement at this abo 
minable ſtory No words can give you 
any idea of my fright. She either was, or 
pretended to be, innocent, and had n 
part in this vile ſcheme, and aſſured me the 
believed what he told her, as accidents: of 
that ſort, were but roofrequent inLondoy * 
to raiſe any doubts of its truth; and as 
he always let lodgings, and had then a 
bill up for that purpole, was not in the 


„ leaſt 


leaſt ſurpriſed at his bringing me there, 
nor indeed had that not been the caſe, 
would her houſe have been refuſed to any 
one in ſuch a ſituation. 
j : Ryjoiced, at leaſt to find myſelf with an 
honeſt perſon, for ſo I was perſuaded ſhe 
was, from what ſhe had told me, I was juſt 
going to entreat her to get me a chair, that 
I'might, before the villain* s return, be car- 
tied home, when the ſound of his dreaded 
voice threw me again into terrors no lan- 
guage can expreſs. I flew to the woman, 
implored her protection, begged ſhe would 
not ſuffer him to ſee me, but ſave me from 
bis hated power. Vou believe him guil 
8 convinced of his vile purpoſe 
—Oh, ſive me, I beſeech you, from this 
— miſery, and thereby do an act of 
| Mercy, that ſhall be gratefully, generouſly | 
rewarded. She begged me to compoſe 
myſelf and promiſed the would. He in- 
ſtantly appeared and the fight of him, 2. 
"40h threw me into a oon. 
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What magick he uſed, during that time, 
co perſuade the woman I had been deli- 
rious and only raved, and that what he 
told her was really truth, heaven knows; 
but when I again opened my eyes, I 
found all hopes of deliverance intirely ya- 
WH nifhcd, and myſelf treated as one out of 
my wits. I ſaw him no more that night. 
In vain 1 begged to be believed, in vain 
entreated, in the moſt moving terms, to be 
| delivered from my cruel confinement, but 
all my ſupplications were of no ſignification; 
19 ſhe only begged me to compoſe myſelf, 
as talking would only retard my recovery, 
and aſſured me a good night's reſt, would 
quite reſtore me, and enable me to enjoy 
the pleaſure of knowing, my friends were 


18 | | well. 


of Language like this, you may he 
ly WH had near reduced me in reality to that 
Je late, ſhe endeavoured to perſuade me I 
n. was already in. Tears came in vain to 


my relief, I fainted ſeveral times during 2 
that dreadful night, and before the mor- 


T3 ning 
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ding was in-a burning fever. © The fourth 
day I began, in fpite of the agony- of 
mind I endured, to recover. My health 
inſenſibly returned, but oh! Charlotte! 
alt my hopes of happineſs in this life are 
gone for ever! The wretch, at laſt, ſent 
to beg he might be permitted to wait 
upon me, that he might have the happi- 
"Is to congratulate me on my recovery. 
Lou may believe my refuſal would have 
been in vain, as it was not in my power to 
prevent this ſhocking viſit. 
He came, and with ten thouſand ſp 
_ ous apologies, implored my forgiveneſs 
for the trouble he had occaſioned me; 
ſwore, nothing bur the moſt violent paſſi- 
on, the moſt fervent love, that ever po 
ſeſſed the heart of man, ſhould have obli- 
ged him to act as he had done; declared, 
he could not live without me, and too 
well knew how impoſlible | it would have 
been, by any other means, to have gained 
the bleſſing he now enjoyed. He too 
well knew the force of love not to be ſen- 
ſible 


return = 


of his future life to convince you of his 5 


love and gratitude? Tell me, my 


If my pardon is, indeed, ſo 
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ſible of Harry Bellmour's endeavours to 
prevent his happineſs.— Ves, my angel, 
cried the bold, horrid creature, ſnatching 


my hand, with a frightful eagerneſs that 
made me tremble; his paſſion could not 
eſcape a lover's eyes, and oh ! that I durſt 


ſatter myſelf that paſſion had met with no 
Say, my angelic, my amiable 
creature, can you forgive the man who - 
adores you, Who will make it the ſtu 


rable Clara, tell me you will pardon me, 


and by that ſweet condeſcenſion make me 


at once the happieſt man on earth, _ 
Forgive you, Sir !—Gracious heaven is 


it poſſible you ſhould expect forgiveneſs for 
injuries ike thoſe you have been ate of, 


and that too without p opo 


condition Ant: can ever entitle you e 


favour you pretend ſo ardently to deſire? 


lued, reſtore me immediately to my ear, 
my unhappy friends on | this 
| 1 
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forget the cruel—yery cruel treatment I 
have receiver. 5 

By heavens, it is in n olfible—utterly 
impoſhble—1 cannot, my angel, obey 
your cruel command. Can you believe it 
in nature to reſign you, to give you, after 
all my care and trouble, into the arms of 
my hated rival? Shall the happy Bellmour 
enjoy thoſe ſmiles 1 would purchaſe with 
my life ? No, my adored, my lovely crea- 
ture, aſk me any proof but this, of my 
unalterable, fervent paſſion, and I will ly 
roobey you; but bid me not reſign you=- 
in every thing but this I am wholly y yours. 
—O let me hope, that by the moſt. don- 
ſtant, ſtudied aſsiduity to pleaſe my angel. 
to prevent her every with, I ſhall at lengrh 
prevail on her gentle nature to pity the 
man, whole happineſs or e depends 
upon her ſmiles? _ 

He again took my hand, and 8 
it to his lips (before I could poſsibly pre- 
vent the impertinent freedom (entreated 
me to > bleſs him with one mile, as an 


7 earneſt 
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ene of my * reconcilialida, © You! may 
believe I was but ill diſpoſed to oblige 
him. i I again repeated my requeſt, and 
aſſured him, with more courage than 1 
before believed I was poſſeſſed of, that he 

* deceived himſelf greatly, if he entertained 
any ſuch hopes, for whatever might” be 
the conſequence, I had but one condition 
to offer, and that I had already menti. 
oned—if he would indulge me in that, 1 
once more 1 to . what was 
1 —- 

He gave 1 me no hopes of granting my 
requeſt, but ſaid, he would urge me no 
farther at that time, yet hoped, when ] 
next gave him permiſsion to wait upon 
me, he ſhould find my | heart more fayour- 
" ably diſpoſed. — gain he ſnatched my 
hand, ſwearing, ls would rather be al- 
| lowed to call that his own, than be em- 
peror of the univerſe. He, with feigned 

ſighs, and pretended ſorrow, left me, 
with as little hopes of regaining my dear, 
| Þſt liberty, as before his deteſted viſit. 
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ven me is inexpreſsi- 
never leaves him a moment, 


general believe this to be truth; 
it beſo or not, I am in continu: 


ter- 


red to prevail on Har- 
ry to be patient, and not attempt to re- 
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ſeems to hear or give the leaſt attention 
to all 1 can fay on this, or indeed any 
other ſubject. His thoughts are in conti- 
nual agitation, he takes not a moment B 
reſt, and is out for ever. What would 1 
not give that we could find any one able 
to give us the leaſt information in this 
dreadful fuſpence ! Depend upon it, 1 
will uſe my utmoſt care to preſerve your 
amiable Harry from any-misfortune, who 
gives me inconcervable diſtreſs by the dif- 
traction ſo viſible in his every word and 
look. He declares continually, if the is 
not reſtored to his ardent wiſhes, he will 
no longer drag on that hated life, which, 
without his lovely Clariſſa, will be infi- 
nitely worſe than the moſt cruel death. 
Never was paſsion ſo deeply rooted as that 
he feels for the dear girl. —Why does 
fortune thus cruelly-forbid their union 
N Well may you adore him as you do. I 
4 declare I feel for him all the tenderneſs of 
a mother, judge then how his difſtreſ 
alflicts me! I wilt not end tins ok they 
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with ſorrow. 


«- 


Joyful diſcovery. 


them every moment. 


Rejoyce with me, ,my c dear fiſter mo 
+ prayers are heard We have at laſt got 
ſome information of what we ſo arden tly 
deſired. We are told that the Colonel 
is ſeen to go every day to a houſe in South- 
ampton-ſtreet ; that he wears no regimen- 
tals, nor has been a day out of town 
fince that fatal one I ſhall ever remember, 
It is here, no doubt, the 
dear creature is concealed, Heaven grant 
we may be able to regain her without 
any of thoſe dreadful conſequence T * 


juſtly tear |. 


Harry is all rapture; all WS at t the 
In vain I gently. hint 
my cautions—they are all loſt, he talks 
of nothing but his Clara, and declares tis 
Ute will be nobly loſt to free her from a 
moment's pain. Tomorrow, my dear 
Mrs. Bellmour, will I hope determine, 
and1 Hatter myſelf agreeably, this affait. 
ö Ws arewd. 
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return, i in hopes I may be able to end it 
more agreeably than I began, —1 peſt 
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5 | 

Farewel. Endeavour to conſole yourſelf 
with this belief, and by no means ſuffer, 
if you can prevent it, Mr. Bellmour's 
coming to town, as his preſence can nor, 
be of no ſervice, and his abſen ee at this RT, 
time mult be terrible to yo. Tell wu 
beg he will patiently wait the event, 

and leave the care of it to me. Atlieu- 
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A Y heaven, my e ſiſter, „ 
grant you fortitude to bear the 
thock of what Tam under, the crucl ne- 
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out too a alarming your fears, diſcloſe | 
to you the events of Thurſda ?: 
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| Clariſſa, is once more 

tection. But how mall 1 tell youfwhat her 
deliverance has coſt? Harry, our lovely, _ 

| generous 


geren Vary is wounded ! But do 
not, I beſeech you, indulg your fears, 
the ſurgeon's aſſure me it is not in the leaſt 
dangerous. 1 begged they would not flatter 
me, and they declare, upon their honour, 
they do not. Be calm then, I entreat you ; 
aſſure Mr. Bellmobr he is in my houſe, and 
ſhall, he may depend upon it, have the 
beſt adviſe in town—be ſatisfied then, I 
once more beſeech you, and hear the 
f particulars of this unhappy affair. 
My fon and he, on the day after my 
Laſt, were conducted with great ſecrecy 
by their informer, to a tavern facing the 
houſe where he told them the Colonel 
viſited. This was all the perſon Knew of 
ee wende he was tiv 
und that was all they 
miſſed him, and n * 
tience waifed the moment that was to 
bring him to their view.—It at laſt. 
He went in, and they, in a few moment 
followed. In vain the woma 
houſe denied his being there; 
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out much ceremony, flew up ſtairs, When 
the firſt object that ſtruck your ſon's ſight 
was, the wretch kneeling at the feet of 
the dear creature, who appeared lovely 
as ever, in ſpite of that paleneſs and lan- 
gour that had overſpread her once anima- 
ted and blooming countenance. This 
change, added to the ſight of his rival, 
and him too in ſuch an attitude, fired 
your ſon with a rage he could not com- 
mand. He ſprung forward, and in a 
moment claſped the amazed, delighted 
creature in his arms. The ſurpriſe was 
too violent for her weak ſpirits—ſhe could 
juſt faintly exclaim, in a voice that yet 
plainly ſpoke her aſtoniſhment and joy; 
Heavens! is it poſſible? O, Harry Bell 
mour [and inſtantly fell lifeleſs on his 
breaſt. The fight of her in this condi- 
tion, rouzed him from the momentary 
tranſport he had enjoyed; he placed her 
on a chair, when, haſtily turning to the 
bell to ring for aſſiſtance, the Colonel, who 
appeared like one thunderſtruck at the 


Y on. 


FAS mecting, met his eyes—their 
words“ were both drawn | in an inſtant, and, 

in ſpite of your ſon's efforts, and that of 
Vie family who were aſſembled on hearing 
the noiſe, Harry received the wound 1 
mentioned. Too eager and unguarded, 
he loſt every advantage, nor thought of 
any thing but how to reyenge the injury 
done to 8 adored, his lifeleſs Claxiſſa 

When ſhe. recovered from her ſwoon, 
judge what was her grief and dreadful 
aſtoniſhment, to ſee her dear deliverer 
reduced, on her account, to a condition 
worſe than that from which ſhe was juſt 
reſtored ! The ' ſight of his blood, and 
the wretch who had been the occaſion of 
this tragedy, threw her again into a ſwoon, 
| ſhe had not power to utter one word, 
but fell lifeleſs by his fide. He, faint 
with loſs of blood, was ſoon in the ſame 
condition. A furgeon was ſent for, by 
whoſe aſsiſtance they were both brought 
to life. The Colonel now appeared 
_ thocked with the miſery of which he had 
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been the author, and, in the moſt earneft 
manner, begged him to neglect nothing in 
his power to preſerve his friend from dan- 
ger: confeſſed he only was to blame, nor . 
would on any account leave him a mo- 


ment. It was judged improper to re- 
move either of them that night. _ 5 


was immediately ſent for, and the ſhock 
I felt is more eaſily imagined than deſeri- 
bed. The poor terrified Clara ſcarce knew 
me; the breathed, and that was all. At 
length, however, by our endeavours ſhe 
was tolerably recavered ; but ſo great 
was her amazement, grief, and ; Joy, that 
ſhe could expreſs neither diſtin&ly. All 
her care was for her friend, her gene- 
rous deliverer. Not a moment would ſhe 
riſe from his bedſide, but there, in bro- 
ken accents, exclaimed againſt the author 
of that pain and miſery he endured ; and- 
when ſhe found he was ſtill in the room, 
we could but with difficulty prevent her 
from again fainting. He was prevailed 
on to leave the apartment, and on this 


the 


: 
| 
1 
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the grew more calm, and, with every fork 
0 endearing expreſſion, that the tendereſt 


affection could dictate, ſhe implored her 


dear Harry to live, and not leave her 3 
to be again expoſed to the cruel inſults of 
Aa wicked world; called him her dear 


| protector —her only friend. Her well 


known voice, and the amiable fears ſhe 


5 expreſſed, the ſweet anxiety that appeared 
in her lovely languid eyes, gave him a 
joy he had not power to deſcribe. He 
could only, with a look of infinite tender. ih 
neſs, preſs her hand, which he held in 
his, gently to his lips. When he was 


able to 1] peak, he aſſured her the tender- 


neſs and care ſhe fo ſweetly expreſſed, 


could not fail to reſtore him to her wiſhes. 


Les, my lovely creature, I flatter myſelf 
1 ſhall FI. live to be your protector. 
Never again will I yield for a moment, 
that delightful privilege to any one on 


earth; never again will I be ſeparated 


from my long loyed, my gentle Clariſſa, 


* 
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BY emotions were zien too violent 
for his weak condition. On being told 
he muſt be kept perfectly quiet for that 
night, ſhe was inſtantly ſilent, nor would 
ſuffer him to utter one word more, how- 
eyer great the pleaſure ſhe received from 
his tender engaging promiſes. Nom 
her whole care was to prevent the leaſt 
noiſe, the ſofteſt whiſper gave her infinite 
pain. Neyer, my dear Mrs. Neher, 
ſhall I forget the affecting ſcene, nor am, 
in any meaſure, able to do juſtice to her 
amiable unremitted care and anxiety, nor 
that tender aſsiduity with which ſhe con- 
tinually attends, him. Is it poſsible, ſne 
every moment cries, 1 can ever. repay 
thoſe amazing obligations he has conferred 
upon me ?—O, no, my dear Madam, 
you know not half, the favours, the infi- 
nite favours J have received, nor the rea- 
fon I have to declare, my whole life will 
be far too ſhort. to teſtify my gratitude, 
and the ſenſe ; have of has Wy 86. 
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After a tolerable night's reſt, Ar 1 
geon was of opinion he might, without 
danger, be removed to my houſe in a 


chair. This was done, and 1 have now 


the ſatisfaction to inform you that he is 
entirely out of danger, and will, 1 hope, 
in a few days, be able to confirm this 


N truth, 0 ee o you him- 
C e's recovery depends ale on 
his; as he gains ſtrength her's follows of 


courſe, nor would ſhe, I am convinced, | 
on any conſideration, be well till he | is 


py TE 1” Wo 
The Colonel has ſent every woot” to 
enquire for him, and expreſſes the utmoſt 


ſorrow for the miſery] he has occaſioned. 


Thope, on his own acccunt, his repentance 
is ſincere. I once more entreat you to 


be eafy, and depend on my care, and the 


beſt advice in London, for the recovery of 


your Harry, who, I give you my honour, 


is in no manner of danger, It is three 
[Hoes lince this letter was begun, and 1 
Eb. 43> 4 | now 


n 


Mass CLARI SSA, B. 193 


now blame myſelf Go having ſo nach 
alarmed you in the firſt part of it; but 
= could 1 write otherwiſe, at that time? 
MW 2 The grief and affliction I then felt will, 
6 1 hops be my excuſe, _ 
1 Let me hear from you immediately, 
= | that 1 may judge by your letter how. far 
4 vou obey me, by bearing this affair with 
| becoming fortitude. Let the reſtoration 
1 of our dear girl conſole you for the acci- 
dient that your amiable Harry has met 
_ with. "They. both intreat me to ſay a 
1 thouſand dutiful things to you from them 
till they enjoy that pleaſure themſelves, 
1 Adieu, my dear ſiſter, believe me ever 
1 our, x | 


7 — 


| 1 Rows, 


* 


Mrs. Bellmour to Mrs. Rowe. 


H! my dear ſiſter! what a variety 
of emotions did your kind, yet cruel 
letter raiſe in my breaſt! What inexpreſſi- 
and affliction has this unhappy af- 
fair coſt Mr. Bellmour ! No words can de- 
ſcribe the miſery of our preſent diſtracted 
fituation } Alas! Can I believe the flat- 
ry. hopes you. give us of our dear 
Harry's recovery? Dare I believe your 
Annees are ſincere, or that you are not 
yourſelf deceived? heavens! my 
dear ſiſter, what will be the conſequence, 
ſhould my too reaſonable fears prove juſt? 
My poor Clariſſa too—I condemn my 
heart for not enough rejoicing in her pro- 


vidential deliverance. Aſſure that dear 
girl of my tendereſt love . ten ber r hoy 
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and impatience diſtreſs 
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in a 


er 


load of 


ev 
but let me not, by 


{21 
this cruel reflection, add to 


of my prayers 


and every other 


” 
E 1 


me your 
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render that 
be.—Wh 


be the conſequence of this ill- fated 
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ve 
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and agony I endure muſt 


poſſible, 


ill reſtore 


U be with you 


i 
Car 
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is union can 
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ble 


time 


Harry to health, and leave to p 


— 


U ſuſtain; but rather 


deſire. 


ſhe will eaſily believe the ſuſpence 
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ieve the 
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Mr. Bellmour w 
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for his recovery 5 


they can 


the reſt 


trouble, I already find more than my ſpi- 
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LETTER XXXIII. 
0 Miſs Clariſſa B— to Mrs. Bellmour. x 
b TJ OWſhalll, after the miſeryandafflic. 
i tion I have occaſioned my indulgent 
; andever honoured benefactors, preſume to | 
Write, or in what manner teſtify the an- N 
guiſh and inexpreſſible ſorrow I feel ?= | = 
Will my ever kind and amiable Mrs. 
Bellmour deign to read the profeſſions 1 | 6 
now make, and believe them ſincere ?— T 
O, my dear Madam, were it poſſible for n 
you: to examine my afflicted, tortured te 
4 Heart, you might then—and only then— p 
be able, in ſome meaſure, to form an idea h 
of the miſery I have endured for the great, t 
very great trouble, of which Þ have ar 
been the unhappy— though, T hope, you m 
will believe, innocent cauſe, What a re- m 
turn for the infinite obligations I have re- 10 
ceived, and am ftill favoured with ! Ob- ye 


1 Ca: ligations | 


ons 
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ligations that 1 never can repay ; for alas! 
my dear madam, I am poor indeed i in every 


thing but gratitude, and my whole life will 
be too ſhort to expreſs half what I feel for 


your unbounded generoſity, and kind in- 
dulgence. - But why do I doubt your par- 
don r J not ſeen your obliging, 
tender expreſsions in your letter to Mrs. 
Rowe? Did you not there mention me 


with your uſual goodneſs, when to men- 


tion me at all, or but with coldneſs and in- 
difference, was a favour I had no reaſon to 
expect? Is it poſsible you ſhould: indeed 
permit me to hope I ſhall again be ad- 
mitted to your preſence? Again be allowed 
to viſit that friendly manſion, within wWhoſe 


happy days : — Oh, haſten, I beſeech you, 
the wiſhed- for time, and never let me 


again leave its kind protection How, 


my dear Madam, ſhall I mention what yet 
my gratitude, my-duty requires. 1 ſhould? 
Dare 1, after what is paſt, ſpeak of 


your too amiable ſon?— Les, let me con- 
feß, YN 855 N 
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er ſenti 
ments which merit, like his, can never 
fail to inſpire. But me, my dear 
madam, on this delicate ſubject, and 


only believe me, that however ſenſible I 


may be c his numberleſs perfections, 
however pleaſing the amiable 
me with, I am too ſenſible 
of my -own unworthineſs, ever to aſpire 
to thar felicity he fo . generouſly wiſhes 


d to your care and fa- 
you nothing on earth ſhall 
ever induce me to violate my duty and the 
owe you, by ſuch ingratitude. 
I here promiſe 
heaven is my witneſs I have 
hope or deſire he may re- 

tain of that nature. 
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which he now begs I will ſend, with thoſe 
of Mrs. Rowe and het very amiabledaugh- 
ter. —Dare I, after all that is paſt, ven- 
ture to ſubſcribe myſelf your affectionate 

daughter ? Oh! ee your 
CLARIssA * 


Is 


LETTER XXXIV. 


Miſs Clariſa B- to Mifs Charlotte 


Brudnell. 


K N O W ay dear Chan 
Joice with me, that I once again am 
permitted to write to her with my uſual 
freedom. : 

O, heavens |. my dear friend, what a 
dreadful fituation was mine when I wrote 
you my laſt! How ſhall I ever, as I ought, 


teſtify my gratitude for my deliverance?— 


And yet, Charlotte, think what that-deli- 


verance "coſt? O'think of the pains, the 
cruel agonies, my lovely friend, my ge- 


nerous Harry has fuffered on my account ! 


«And the only reward I am permitted to 
K 4 give 


e will re- 
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give kim, for all this tet ders; 15 an 
_ , The miſery he has endured, and the inft. 


nite favours I have a thouſand times re- 
cerved, is to aſſure him 1 muſt for the fu- 


ture do every thing in my power ta dif. | 
appoint that hope on which he declares 


his happineſs alone depends—a cruel re- 
turn this, for abligations, ſuch as mine— 
but my unfortunate deſtiny forbids oy 
making any other. 
ge.” you are informed of every particu- = 
lar of my nhappy affair, you will, 1 

hope, ſpare me the repetition of the 


ſhocking. ſtory; as the remembrance. of 


it muſt ever give me infinite pain. 
Mr. Bellmour left us yeſterday, he 


ſtayed a week in town, and has left his 


ſon perfectly recovered, after being con- 


fined "above a month to his apartment, 


It was in vain his father preſſed him to 
accompany him to B—, he declares. he 


never again will ſee that place, till I am 
permitted 5c 
me oth 


return with him, and added 


conditions * if inſiſted 
on, 


: 7 


on, 1 a I he ——_ pre- | 


"4 


vent it. Nothing is yet determined, nor 


is there the ſmalleſt hopes; nay, is it not, 
after all the trouble I have, though in- 
nocently, given his family, now more un- 
likely than before? Vet will he not abandon 
the pleaſing deluſion, but ſtill flatters him- 
{elf that time and his unceaſing prayers 
and eloquence, will at laſt prevail. 
Colonel Jones has given ſo many ct | 

of his ſincere repentance, and expreſſed 
ſuch earneſt deſires for an interview. with 
Harry, that, by the perſuaſions. of. Mrs. . 
Rowe and her fon, he was prevailed up- 
on to admit his viſit. You, may eaſily. 
believe I was not of the party, nor do 
[ think it poſſible I ſhall ever be able 
to bear that mortification. He talks 8 
going abroad, ſince all his hopes of hap- 
pineſs are blaſted here, and has UKs 
made propoſals for exchanging h us. 
miſſion with an officer whoſe regiſent is.” 
at Gibraltar. I hope ſhame, for his vile 
ungenerous attenipt, as much as s the vio- 


Kg | lent 


* 


— 


HTS T ORA 5 


lent love he pretends to be tormented 
with, is a real inducement for his ley. 
ing England; though I much doubt, in 
Fire of his preſent reſolution, whether he 
will find courage, on a nearer tryal, to 


leave this dear town, where he is ſo per- 


fectly qualified to make a ſhining figure. 
No, Charlotte, I cannot believe Gibraltar 
will ever beſo honoured, let him ey what 

en) fo much forrow and regret 
for his paſt conduct, that Mrs. Rowe de- 
clares it was impoſſible to refuſe him that 
pardon he ſo earneſtly ſolicited; but, after 
all, he cannot, it ſeems, depart in peace, 
without my forgiveneſs, and that too de- 
Uvered in perſon ; but how to grant this 
diſagreeable requeſt I know not, for at 
BN cron I tremble at his very name. 

2 Have never been out, nor ſeen any 
cott dan ſince that fatal accident, nor do 
I think 1 ever ſhall, as I now dread the 
thoughts of doing either. Miſs Rowe is 
my only « e who declares ſhe is 


10 


Mies CLARISSA B W. 
fo charined Wich the ſerenity and peace 


we have enjoyed together for ſome woke, - 


that ſhe ſhall never again be able, with 
any ſpirit, to partake | in thoſe trifling diſ- 
ſipations ſhe uſed too much tobe engaged 
in, I have quite fpoiled her for a town 


life, by the taſte I have given her for that 


of the country, and ſhe aſſures me, if 1 
am not permitted to remain with her for 
the reſt of the winter, ſhe will intercede 
with her mother, for leave to accompany 
me to B—. You may believe this pro- 


miſe gives me no ſmall pleaſure, as an 


aorceable companion is all that is wanting 
to render that dear r perteRly en- 
chanting. 

Mrs. SHR} HAY ik able molt lights”. 
manner, endeavoured to perſuade me ta 
partake again of ſome e A 
The more perſuaſive „ adds his 
entreaties, and, with eee ſweet- 
neſs, tells me, he fears ſuch confinement 


to me, who have not been accuſtomed to f 


that ſtill likes will hurt that health he 
8 values 
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values infinitely more chan his own. cus 


5 A I, Charlotte, but be charmed with ſenti- 


ments ſo delicate, ſo perfectly amiable ? 

What amuſements can ſo eftectually pre 

ſerve me from thoſe ills he fears: 
How can I, after that frightful affix. 


bear again to appear in public? Will 


longer confine myſelf, but enjoy with 


not every eye be inſtantly fixed on the 


heroine of ſuch an adventure? And can]. 
hope entirely to eſcape cenſuxe, however 
innocent? IS not the world ever more 
ready to condemn, than acquit ?—Yes, 
Charlotte, convinced of this ſhameful 


truth, 1 am determined not to give them 


unity to diſplay their eloquence 
on a 389 but too well ſuited to their 
taſte. I deteſt ſcandal too much ever to 
encourage it in others, by giving them ſo 
favourable an occaſion to gratify their Ws 
clination in that vice. 

Adieu, my dear Charlotte, I As L 
mall ſoon be permitted to return to the 
dear peaceful country, where I need no 


F 
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freedom its ſerene pleaſures, nor fear che 
cenſure of evil tongues. Believe me yours, 
Wee er en e 

: 8 ee, B—. 


LETTER. XXXV. 


Mr. Bellmour to Harry Bellmour. . . 


- Ls 


My DEAR HARRY, 


T is with inexpreſſible pain that I ant 
obliged to diſapprove the propoſal you 

ſo earneftly make. I have given you a 
thouſand reaſons that ought to ſuffice, 1 
have others, that I am not at preſent 'at 
liberty to diſcloſe, which will ever render 
that union you ſo ardently deſire, impoſſi- 
ble. I have views for you of a different 
nature. Endeavour, I beſeech you, to 
conquer a fruitleſs paſſion, a paſſion I do 
not, nor ever ſhall approve. Lam as ſen- 
ſible of our Clara's perfections as you 
would have me; I love her as ſhe juſtly 
deſerves; but, 1 e it, I have other 
views —_ 
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atible with the hopes you have indulged 


n her favour. You may depend upon it 


ſhe ſhall ever find in me the tenderneſs of 
a father, but never muſt claim it from 
the cauſe you ſo fondly—and, let me ſay, 
imprudently defire, Believe me, my dear 
Harry, I have reaſons for my conduct. 

Remember, I know the world, and have 
more experience than you to direct me to 
act with prudence and diſcretion, in an 
affair of this 1 importance. 

Mrs. Bellmour will, in a few e " 
out for London: ſhe will ſtay a while 
with her ſiſter, and then conduct Clariſſa 
to B—. You are at liberty either to ef 
cort them in their journey, or to ſtay the 


is moſt agreeable to yourſelf. It is only 


in one inſtance I have ever wiſhed to con- 


tfoul you, and in this one I'muſt be abſo- 
lute, Try the amuſements of London, 
they may perhaps aſſiſt to baniſh that 


* 


views for you that are abſolutely ineom- 


f 


reſt of the winter in town, whichſoever 


paſſion you are obliged to forget. Try 


* i 1 


— 


Miss CLARISSA B 


— 


the experiment — abſence has ſeldom failed : 
to have that effect; but however, you 


are at liberty, I only adviſe what 1 think 
may perhaps aſſiſt your cure. 


I found, on my return to B—, Ae 


from Sir William, who gives me hopes 


we ſhall ſee him in a few months at the 
caſtle. His preſence will, I hope, afford 
| you ſo many amuſements that, I flatter _. 
myſelf, you will the more eaſily be pre- 
vailed on to give up that paſſion which 


at preſent engroſſes too much of your 


thoughts. In the mean time, try the va- | 


rious pleaſures that London affords, and 
tet me have the ſatisfaction to find my 
preſcription. has been efficacious ; as that 


is a. preſent the moſt ardent wiſh of my : 


dear "—__ s affectionate father, 
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| LETTER XX OO 
Mi Clariſi 5 to Miss Charlotte | 


- +. Brudnell. 


- 


H E 2 viſit is at laſt o over. 
l have abſolutely been. prevailed 
- upon to ſee the man who has cauſed me 
. fo. much affliction, What could J do, 
Charlotte? He was importunate, and 
Mrs. Rowe begged me to indulge him, 
„Adding „that ſincere repentance was all 
that could be expected, and all the a- 
toncment in his power to make. The 
tremour I felt, when ſummoned to appear, 
18 inexpreſſible. L entered the room more 
like the offender, then the offended per- 
ſon. The diffidence and confuſion, how- 
ever, that was ſo viſible in his looks, 
gave me ſome degree of courage, and 
enabled me to receive him with tolerable _ 
com} oſure. He {not indeed with his . 
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guage} made many apologies for his con- 


duct; confeſſed his crime in terms as ſevere 
as I could have done myſelf; and aſſured 
me, the ſcene, of which he had been the 
fatal cauſe, had made ſo deep an impref- 
fion on his i imagination, that he was fully 
determined never to be the author of ſuch 


another. The fight of his generous friend, - 
from whom he had ever ſo much eſteem, 


in the condition to which his raſhneſs had | 


reduced him, would, he hoped, be a 
leſſon he ſhould never forget, and ſwore, 
if Harry had not recovered he ſhould: 
never have enjoyed a moment's peace 
while he lived, had his life been ſpared, 
which he declares ſhould never been. Beet 
with his conſent, ſolicited. e 
The tenderneſs he en on this - 
ſubject, had more weight with me than 
all the apoligies he coupe make. Whether 


he was ſenſible of this I do not know, but 


he ſpoke in ſuch agreeable terms, and 
| beſtowed ſo many juſt encomiums on the 
generous Harty, as he 88 moment call. 
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ed him, chat my wrath inen gave way 
to pity, for the remorſe he ſo feelingly ex- 
| nn and my forgiveneſs followed of 
courſe. He received the boon on his 
knees, with great reſpect took my hand 
and preſſed it to his lips. He ſeems quite 
another creature; and if his reformation 
is ſincere, it will be ſome conſolation for 
- the affliction we have endured; as one muſt 
feel a very ſenſible pleaſure in hearing 
that any one, even ſuch as we never had 
the leaſt connection with, was convinced 
that a life ſo contrary to every principle 
of honour and religion, is baſe and unwor- 
thy the purſuit of a gentleman; how 
much more then, for one whoſe family 
is ſo intimately connected with ours by the 
ties of friendſhip and eſteem? They, 1 
am certain, muſt have ſeverely felt for 
his irregularities and miſconduct, and will, 
conſequently, rejoice with me that this 
unhappy affair has produced effects ſo 
deſirous. I could now almoſt wiſh him 
= the good fortune to gain. Mis Rowe's 
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be prevailed o to follow the example. 


1 am in daily expectation of ſeeing my ; 
dear Mrs. Bellmour, who, I find, by 


a letter Harry received the other day, 
is ſoon to be in London. What inex- 
preſſible pleaſure will her preſence giwe 


me! I am, he tells me, to return with 


her to B=, Judge, my dear Charlotte, 
how happy this aſſurance makes me! He 


did not ſhew me the letter as he generally 


uſed to do; a plain proof it contains no 
good news than what I have told 


you : but let me be ever grateful for that. 


Could I, with any reaſon, have expected 


the continuance of their favour and pro- 


tection, after being the unhappy cauſe of 
all that trouble they have experienced 


within theſe few months ? I certainly. . 
could not, for who but them, would ſo 5 
eaſily have pardoned and forgot the ter- 


rors and anxieties 1 had accalioned ? ? 


O, Charlotte, I had almoſt forgot to _ 


tell you Sir William is expected this ſum- 


mer - 


hand, as her heart 1 believe would eaſily 


'T #1 35 


* 


mer at B—. 1 mil on your company at 
that time, as I hope his preſence will give 
new life to the charming ſcenes of that 
= delightful place. I ſhall expect to hear 
from you before I leave London, as it 
will be at leaſt a fortnight before I am 
bleſſed with a ſight of B—, and its peace- 
ful ſhades.—Rather too poetical this, for 
March—but one never forms any idea of 
the country without ſuppoſing it in full 
bloom, though it has charms for me even 
in its wintry garb, however ſtrange ſuch 
a declaration might appear to Miſs Jones, 
and many other fair creatures, who would 
no doubt freeze at the very thought. 
Adieu, Charlotte, believe me ever your 
Cans B—, 
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3 E F T E R XxXXVII. 
Miss Rowe to Nis Clariſſa 3— 


* 4 * 


"HY was I nor permitted to ac- 
company my dear Clara to . 
fince ſhe has utterly ſpoiled me for iv. 
ing in this vile town? In vain I now try to > 
find pleaſures in thoſe diverſions that uſed, 

till you taught me to ſee their infignifican- 
cy, to appear very tolerable. Even then 
I will confeſs they never gave me any vio- 
lent tranſports, but I was perſuaded they 
were as capabledf it as any thing this world 
could afford, and I endeavoured to be- 
lieve myſelf perfectly content and happy; 


but I can no longer be deceived, you have 
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diſcoved to me that it is not in crowds of 

company we are to ſeck for true felicity. 

Jam not very certain whether I ought to 

thank you for the knowledge, ſince it 
only ſerves to make me = a thouſand 

diſagreeable regrets and diſappointments 
chat, till now, I was: a ſtranger to. 
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The Miſs Mor were here 8 ; 

and when 1, with great coolneſs and phi- o. 
loſophy, excuſed myſelf—or rather at- 
tempted to do ſo—-from being of their 
party to the Ridotto, they were aſtoniſh- 
ed declared I was the moſt altered crea- 
ture they ever ſaw—abſolutely ruined—in WM «© 
love to all intents and purpoſes, and evi- 4 
dently without hopes. Said, they had ob- 
ſerved this change in my humour for 
ſome time, and begged I would diſcover 
to them the cruel creature, who had thus 
rrobbed me of my heart, and them of their 
ſprightly friend. 
Lou ſee what I get by your wiſe and 
ſober leſſons. Inſtead of being congratu- 
lated on the improvement I have made in 
my ſentiments, and admired for the re- 
fined, exalted ideas I have acquired, I am 
pitied as a poor forſaken, or inſipid crea- 
ture, who has loſt that portion of wiſdom 
me once poſſeſſed. Tell me, Clara, ought 
I to thank you for your inſtructions, un- 
leſs you could 9 the obligation by 
tranſ. 
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*rarifhatwiaiia me into of dead, cating 5 
where I may, with freedom, put them in 
practice? There I may look grave, with- 
out being at once pronounced either ſtu- 
pid or in love, and talk with contempt of 
quadrille, not only without fear of being 
thought ridiculous; but with applauſe. 
Either procure me this ſatisfaction, or do 
me the favour to take back your rural 
ſentimental notions, as I find them here 
not only uſeleſs, but per ectly trouble: 
ſome and inconvenient. Lou ſee, Clara, 

[ was obliged to conſent, in ſpite of my 
better judgment, to prevent their de- 
claring in all companies, that Poor 1 7 
Rowe was dying for love. pF 5 
Harry and Frank are to be of the par- . 
ty, to the no ſmall joy of Miſs Murray, 
who, to fay truth, does ample Juſtice to 
your friend Bellmour's charms. I am 
ſure our ſmarts here have great reaſon to 
wiſh you had taken him back with you 
to the country, for he certainly makes. 
many of che dear creatures look very 
imall, on various occaſions. As for poot 
Colonel 
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co in queſt of your ſwain, which will not 


fail to lay him inſtantly at your feet, he 
will. be able to reſume a little of his former 
gaiety, for I am convinced it is Harry's 
muſt I condeſcend to ſay?— ſuperior merit, 
that makes him appear to diſadvantage. 
1 he. good man is ſo conſcious of this dif- 
ference, ever ſince the twenty firſt of 
Jianvuary, chat he has not courage to dil. 
play the little ſtock he is maſter of; 
though, to do Harry juſtice, he gives him- 
ſelf no airs upon it, I muſt fay. Frank 
and he are this day gone into the city in | 
order to finiſh the affair, that prevented his 
guarding my aunt and your ladyſhip to 
B—, which diſappointment does not fit 
quite ſo eaſy upon him as might have 
been expected from his een philo- 
ſophy. 
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I can but chink what violent flutterations 
there will be in the hearts of the city 
Miſſes they are to dine with, for they 


received an invitation in form from Mr. 
Bellmour's lawyer, who begged they 


would do him that honour; and I kno- 


he has half a hundred daughters. What 


a treat will a couple of pretty fellows 


from Pall - mall be to the dear creatures 
Little do they Know the temptation their 
good father 1s preparing for them. I 


dont think it would be much zamiſs if 
Frank was to bring off one of them, as 


they will, notwithſtanding their number, 
have good fortunes, and their prudent 
Papa could certainly make no objections 


to an enſign in the guards for his ſon-in- 


law ; for what ſignifies the want of a good 


eſtate, when compared to the honour of 


being called father by ſo ſmart a fellow? 
And as for the damſel, ſhe will—if ſhe 
has any taſte in the world think that 
deficiency greatly overpaid by his elegant 


cockade and flouriſhing | regimentals. 
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What ſay you to the match?—You ſhall 

know in my next, whether the youth had 
genius enough to diſcover the propriety 
of my ſcheme, without my inſtructions. 
I fear not- wiſh I had given him a 
hint before he ſet out. 

Adieu, my dear friend, let me entreat 
you to favour me with ſome of that time 
you dedicate to writing, as well as Miſs 
Brudnell, who cannot love you more than 
I do, nor more highly value your agree- 
able correſpondence. Once more adieu 
believe me | 1 8 

__ Your's ſincerely, 
 __  HenrierTa Rows. 


LETTER XXXVIIL 


Ejoice with me, my dear Charlotte, 
at 1 am once more ſeated in my | 


own apartment at B—, from whoſe win. 
dow: | 


| 
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dows I can indulge my eyes with a pro- 
fpe& of thoſe delightful ſcenes tt, 
with you, I have paſt ſo many ſerene and 
peaceful hours how much more agree- 
able than that hurry and buſtle 1 was AC- 
cuſtomed to ſee in town! With what- 
pleaſure have I viſited every ſweet retreat ! 
With what joy rambled through the R 
ble park and gardens, eager to review 
every ſpot which had ſo frequently afford- 
ed me the moſt pleaſing ſatisfaction! 
They appeared doubly agreeable to me 
after being ſo long baniſhed, notwith- 
ſtanding this is not the moſt favourable 
ſeaſon for Aplaying there numberleſs 
beauties. 

1 could not prevail on Mrs. ws to 
oblige me with. her daughter s company, 
to our no ſmall diſappointment, as we . 
had formed a thouſand agreeable ſchemes 
that were all to be put in N on our 

arrival at B—. 

I believe I told you Harry is to ſtay 

ſome time in London, to ſettle ſome af - 
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fairs, which if he had not, 'would have 
obliged Mr. Bellmour to take that Journey 
himſelf, who certainly mull be more fit 
for the purpoſe don't you think 0 Char- 
Totte ? As he muſt haven more knowledge 


to, it * would DARN Hi 
ly more prudent than to were his buſineſs 
to ſo young a head. I did not, however, 
adviſe him to change places with him, nor 
do I believe it would have been followed 
if I had, as I cannot but believe his being 
in London, or rather abſent from B=, 

is the chicf point in view—for what, 
Charlotte, may not abſence effect? 

Mr. Brown has already been to pay me 
his reſpects, and by the reception he 
meets with, I can plainly diſcover their | 
hopes are not yet given up in that horrid f 
affair. They have ſaid nothing of it yet, 
but I dread that ſubject's being ſtarted, 
every time I ſee the leaſt gravity in the 


countenance of Mrs. Bellmour. How 
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can the old man be ſo intolerably ridicu- 
lous! Think of his reverend figure lead- 


ing forth a bride not eighteen! Who can 


bear to think of ſo mortifying a contraſt? 
He ſurely. muſt have an amazing opini- 


on of his amiable perſon, or he would 
never have ventured, as he did yeſterday, 


to bring his nephew with him to pay us 
a viſit. He is come to ſtay with him du- 
ring the ſhooting ſeaſon, and is certainly - 
one of the worſt perſons he could have 


found, for he is really handſome, Char- 
lotte, and not unlike Harr 


moments, there is a reſemblance in their 


manner, that could, you may believe, 
hardly fail to gain him my favour and 


ſmiles. I have ſome reaſon to fancy he 
too diſcovered, in me the features or com- 
plection of his miſtreſs, as L caught him 
frequently eyeing me with no ſmall atten- 
tion. Should this be the caſe, we ſhall, no 
doubt, be a mighty deſirable pair of objects 
to each other. The acquiſition of a new 

. 32 acquaint- 
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e dee at this Salon of the year, 
when London has robbed us of almoſt all 
our neighbours, is no ſmall pleaſure. 1 
have already been preſented with a brace 


of partridges and a pheaſant. Can J, 
think you, regret having left London, 


after all this? Nay, I am here the reign- 
ing belle of the place, an honour I could 


never have hoped for there. None of 
your arch remarks, Charlotte, to put me 


in mind that, where there is none but my. 
felf, I muſt needs be ſo of courſe. 
1] have juſt received a moſt agreeable 
letter from Miſs Rowe, who very oblig- 
ingly laments my abſence, and declares I 
have, by my deſcription of a country life, 
given her a perfect diſtaſte to the town and 
- infipid amuſements ; ſhe is, however, 
er geged to go with the Miſs Murray's to 
the ricotta, where, I doubt not, ſhe will 
meet with ſome ſwain who will ſoon con- 
vince her, chey are not quite ſo inſipid as 
we, in ou ber converſations, had pro- 


nounced them, Should this be my noble 
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knight the Colonel, he will, I believe, 
with wondrous eaſe, perſuade her I had 
neither taſte nor judgment. She diverted 
me highly by the account ſhe gives of this 


reformed rake. Rakes are ſaid, you know 
Charlotte,. to make the beſt huſbands, 


and, I have a ſhrewd ſuſpicion, her Lady- 


ſhip is going to try the experiment. 1 


am told, that he once gave plain indica- 
tions of ſuch a deſire, though no formal 
declarations were made. Whether his 


adventure with a friend of yours may pre- 


vent his ſucceſs, ſhould he renew his pur- 
poſe, is uncertain, I mean on Mrs. 


Rowe's part, for the fair one, I am con- 
vinced, will not be ſo obdurate as to reject 
him, after ſuch evident marks of repent- 


ance and amendment. 


Adieu Charlotte, write to me immedi- 
ately to congratulate me on my return to 


B—, you cannot in civility refuſe this. 
| Tour's, 


„ 


CLARA B— 
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Charlotte, with your inimitable let- 
ter Who ever equalled you in the art of 
deſcription? I proteſt, I think I neyer 
was more highly entertained in my life, 
than with the picture you ſent me of your 
lovely partner, and the ſplendid aſſembly. 


I can fancy I ſaw you, with all your airs 


and graces, flouriſhing down the dance, 
while he, good ſober foul, is ſtruck with 
ſo- much awe and admiration, at your 
elegant figure, that, inſtead of following 
his fair creature, he ſtands with eyes 
and mouth wide open, motionleſs as a 
ſtatue, conſcious cf the dreadful contraſt 
there is in the ill- matched couple, and, 
with a heavy heart, repenting his pre- 
ſumption that tempted him to ſingle you 
out of the croud to ſport his figure with ; 


— 


— 
is 
5 
E 
r 

VERY. 
Xa 
SN: 
3 

- 7 * 
OR 
BR 
n 
4 L 
WY 
ne 
WOE; 
Ee 
2 
1 4 
1 
1 
Pg 
3 
SY 
4 ay 
7 
KT 
Dy. 
Fs 

— 

x 

47 
wy 

= 


that 


: 


while you, with perfect eaſe and uncon- 
cern, ſwim down the room, as if deter- 
mined to perform your part of the buſi- 
neſs, whatever your fwai 
Charlotte, how: could you, by your be- 
witching ſmiles, firſt tempt him to beg 


the honqur of your hand, and no ſooner 


grant him that favour, than you lay by 
N i1d-{ tne 
and aft a dignity that has frequently 
over-awed a more formidable beau? And, 


after being ſo fatally deceived, you pre- 


tend to be amazed he ſhould not have one 
word to ſay for himſelf. But you forget, 


he took you for the gentle mild creature 


you choſe at that moment to appear, 
which if you had really been, he, no 
doubt would have convinced vou of your 
miſtake. The firſt Bountſhing ſpeech you 
confeſs vou made him, he that too on 


purpoſe to embarraſs the unfortunate 
youth, was enough in all reaſon to affure 


him the common ſmall talk, - uſed on fuch 
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might do. Fie, | 
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occaſions, would never do; and d was 1 
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great a e Charlotte, he 1 
have no other? I declare, I think you 
highly deſerved the mortification you- en- 
dured; for that, I am fully convinced, you 
made the poor man ſuffer. _ 
l am abſolutely at a loſs in what man- 
ner to fill up the reſt of my paper. 1 
have exhauſted all my ſpirits in laughing 
at your perfectly droll epiſtle, and now 
find myſelf full as dumb as your gentle 
ſwain; nay worſe, for I have not another 
word, to ſay either ſmall or great. Shall. 
take down a book and write you out ſome 
diverting ſtory, in return for yours? 1 
find it will be impoſſible for me at pre- 
ſent to repay that favour in any other 
way, as my genius was never more dull. 
Harry is ſtill in London. But what of 
that? youll ſay ; his abſence cannot ſure- 
ly affect my ſpirits, ſince I have made a 
poſitive reſolution, nay a promiſe, to for- 
get him.—Very true.—It's plain then, 
You'll tell me, he is not to blame for 
=y ſtupidity. But did I ſay forget, Char- 
| lotte? 
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lotte 2—1 don- t remember that diffcult 
expreſſion in the promiſe you mention. 

I certainly could not make one that was fo 
utterly impoſſible to keep; for is it not 
plain I can write with no degree of plea- 
ſure on any other ſubject ? ? In vain 1 


would endeavour to-deſcribe to you the 
aſsiduity I am favoured with from my 


new ſlave, or the elegant compliments 


he makes me om every occaſion; they are 
loſt upon me, Charlotte, and only ſerve 


to convince me of the amazing difference 


there is between — even him, agreeable as 


he really is, and the abſent Harry. 


We are juſt returned from a moſt de- 


lightful ride, of which exerciſe you know 
J am ſometimes fond, and in which Mr. 
Aſton now . declares he takes great plea- 


ſure, though, I muſt -Juſt | obſerve, © he 


ſeemed. to have forgot his paſſion for it, 


till I ſet him the example, and, by that 


means, brought it to his remembrance. 
Mrs. Bellmour, who, in every particu- 
lar, chat of Mr. Brown excepted, is al- 


ways 
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to grant me th k 
my new lover 


Miss CLARISSA B— 


LETTER N 


To the SAME. 1 


Racious heaven ! my Hear 2 harlotts; 

to what miſery am I at laſt inevita- 
bly doom'd !—Unhappy as I have long 
been, J never was, till now, compleatly 
wretched, My deſtiny is fixed, and I 
muſt ſubmit.— All entreaties are ineffec- 
tual; I am no longer vith that in- 
dulgence I have ever been accuſtomed to. 
O, that hated ball! Why was I, contrary. 
to . We, e e n ig 


1 went, Charlotee; nd FRA to mp 
inexpreſſible affliction, was ſo unfortunate 
as to appear agreeable to a man whoſe 
perſon and fortune are too unexce 
able for me to reject, with any ſhadow of 
reaſon, the offers he has made! Heaven 
knows what will become of me, for that 
I muſt reject them, however advantage» 
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ous, is moſt comma t hee the dread- 
ful particulars. : 
Ihe moment I entered the room, I ob- 
ſerved Mr. Crawford fix his eyes upon 
me with great attention. When the ball 
began, he went up to Mr. Bellmour, 
with whom he had a ſlight acquaintance, 
and begged he would introduce him 
to me, that he might aſk the favour of 
my hand for the evening. He came, and 
with great politeneſs, made his requeſt. 
I, having no ſuſpicion he had any othes 
view, aſſured him I was extremely ſorry 
I could not accept that honour, -being be- 
fore engaged. He appeared much diſ- 
appointed—begged I would ſo far in- 
dulge him as to dance a minuet, as that, 
he ſaid, would not very long detain me 
from the happy man who was to be 
bleſſed with my hand for the reſt of the 
evening. He led me up the room with 
no very bad: grace, and danced gentcelly 
enough.] fear I do not on this occaſion 


* quite ſo much as he deſerves — had he 
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never made any other demand, 1 might, i 
perhaps, have done him more juſtice. He 


took no partner that night, but followed 
me fo cloſe that I might, in reality, have 
been ſaid to dance with two. He miſſed no 
opportunity of ſaying of a number of fine 


things, all which, I imagined, the meer 


effects of gallantry, as ſome men think 
it their duty to pay compliments to-every 
woman they ſee. When the afſembly 
was over, I ſaw him in deep conſultation 
with Mr. Bellmour. Their eyes, which 


were frequently turned to me, evidently - 


declared I was the ſubject of their conver- 
ſation, though I little imagined I was ſo 
very nearly concerned in it. On our re- 
turn to our lodgings, Mrs. Bellmour, witk 


great gaiety, acquainted me with the con- 


queſt J had made, gave me joy on my 


good fortune, and hoped ſhe might 


with more warmth plead the cauſe of my 
new lover, than ever ſhe did that of Mn. 
Brown. You can, my dear Clara, have 
no objection to. this gentleman's addreſſes 
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his perſon, fortune and family are unex- 
ceptionable. Let me, by. your ready 
compliance to oblige us in. permitting him 
to Wait upon you, judge with what fin- 
cerity you ſpoke when you promiſed to 
think no more of an affair we will not at 
preſent mention. We have, in. this, my 
dear girl, your happineſs only in view, 
| 'and are ſo well perſuaded this offer can- 
not fail to enſure it, that we muſt be ur- 
gent for your conſent.I doubt not you 
will give it with pleaſure, when Mr. Craw- 
ford has had an opportunity to convince 
you of his merit. He wiſhes for nothing 
more, he has deſired permiſſion to pay 
his reſpects to you at B—, and, I flatter 
myſelf, you will, with chearfulneſs, oblige 
us, by granting him that favour. ' He 
has deſired the honour of dancing with 
you to-morrow, and I preſume you did 
not engage yourſelf for both evenings to 
Mr. Afton.—No clouds, I beſeech you, 
Clara--remember your promile, and prove, 
by an amiable behaviour, that you was 


COTE 


fincere.--=Good night, my dear girl, let 4 
me find you in the morning with: ſmiles, 


and in the diſpofition I wiſh, Mr. Bell- 
mour adds his requeſt to mine, and is too 
well convinced of your obliging e 
to doubt your ready obedience. | 


She left me, but not to reſt, How did 


regret my coming to that dreadful 


place! How Ancerely deteſt thoſe diver- 
fions that had ever been to me fo very 


unfortunate ! I was tormented with a 
thouſand diſtreſſing fears. In vain J endea- 


voured to reſt; fleep, notwithſtanding 
my fatigue both of mind and body, de- 
nied me its conſolation, and the morning 
found me, if poſſible, more 5 — 
than when 1 laid down. In vain J ſtrove 
to hide my uneaſineſs---it was but too vi- 
ſible in my penſive countenance. Mrs. 
Bellmour looked diſpleaſed, but did not, 
1 believe, intend I ſhould obſerve -it. 
She propoſed. an airing. in the chaiſe to 
paſs the time till dinner, as the hours 
hang rather heavy « on one's hands at thoſe 
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places during the; morning. We met he | 
veral ladies and gentlemen on the. ſame. 5 
deſign Mr. Crawford among the num- | 
ber. He rode up and paid his compli- EZ 
ments, then. paraded by our carriage till 
our return, and meant to make himſelf, 

no doubt, amazingly agreeable ; but that 
was now impoſſible. I knew his deſign, 
and was, conſequently, but little diſpoſed 
to be pleaſed with his civilities. He faw 
us home, where, after engaging me for 
the evening, which I durſt not refuſe, he 
took leave and left us to dreſs for that 
occaſion. You may believe I did not fit 
very long at my glaſs. Never had I ſo lit- 
tle defire to ſhine, nor did I wiſh to ap- 
pear agreeable in the eyes of any, but one, 
who muſt now for ever be indifferent to 
me. —0, Charlotte, what will my amia- 
ble Harry ſuffer when acquainted with 
my miſerable deſtiny! | 
The Evening came, and I was 72 "ny | 
by my new captive, with looks that did 
not, Fbelieve, * much of the con- 
. | 
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queror. 1 heart died e he ap- 


proached me, but in ſpite of the dreary, 
_ woful figure I muſt have made, he was, 
as if in meer contradiction, determined 


to be pleaſed, and endeavoured to con- 


vince me of his admiration, by athouſand 5 
compliments that gave me infinite pain. 
Tell me, my dear friend, have I not 
too much cauſe to complain? Am I not 
on the very brink of miſery? Can I but 
be wretched every hour of my life, if 
doo med to lead that life with a man ſo 
perfectly indifferent to me; nay one, I am 
convinced I ſhall ever greatly diſapprove ? 
He is already to me highly diſagreeable. 
His manner is too aſſuming, there is a 
pride and haughtineſs in him, which, in 
ſpite of all his efforts, are extremely vi- 
ſible to eyes like mine, who have ſo much 
reaſon. to examine his diſpoſition. _ Yes, 
Charlotte, if I am really by my unfortu- 
nate ſtars doomed to be his, Tam undone 
forever. Heavens! to what a fituation 
am 1 now reduced —0O, mY lovely, a- 
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